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Dear Friends,

The present, viewed in the context of Aberdeen lgidigm 250 years on, is to see an
extraordinary time in the history of the Churchligleus life as it was known is over.
Yet religious life is a charism that is given t@ tGhurch and will never be taken away,
but it continues to evolve and change with the sinmfes we look to the future we must
continue to be a light and witness in our cityislvital we recognise that such a mission
is not ours but His. Needs are always changinghsasesponse that is demanded of us
Is to call others. Even in the days when Jesuaghiexd He saw that the people were
like lost sheep, sheep without a shepherd, witlaoyt direction, goals, or purpose. He
asked His immediate followers to join with Him imaging to the Father for more
workers as the harvest was great and the workenes fee. He still calls us and asks us
individually, ‘What are you prepared to do in myssion?’ The message Jesus gave
was simple, “The kingdom is near”; God is in youidst, if you only will open your
ears to hear Him and your eyes to see Him, abdw@ah your hearts to receive Him.
Before sending out His apostles Jesus endowed widnthe power and authority that
they would need, they were to be channels, notrgéors, or transformers. It was, and
still is, His work and only God can do a God thing,.

St. Paul says, “We are ambassadors for Christ’afbassador is one who represents
someone else in a situation, and who says or dosng without first consulting the
one who has entrusted the responsibility. Thera saying, “No involvement, no
commitment”. People have to be allowed to becomeolued before they can
experience any sense of being committed. Jesusuasikspray the Lord of the harvest
to send more labourers into his fields. If | pray this then | must be prepared and
willing to respond to that myself. It is all toossato sit back and wait for someone else
to do something.

The kingdom of God is as near as the heart of g#aast Christian. We are not all
called to evangelise, but we are all called to lteegses. The life of a Christian is in
itself the message. | thank you all for this messag

In another 250 years the world will have changegiobd all recognition but the
kingdom of God will remain. The question for usiatll What will you do now for the
Lord’s mission?

God bless you now and always.
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%CHURCH FAMILY NEWS%
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lain Cresswell and Rebecca Agnew
announced their engagement 8hJanuary 2009
and plan to get married in August 2010

The wedding of Gareth Hubbuck and Marie Favret

@ will take place at St Ninian’s Chapel, Mar Lodge,
f\*%@

Braemar on July 112009

on 29" March
Esther Margaret Campbell,
a great-granddaughter for
Brenda Hargreaves

on 24" February Agnes Gillespie in her 100th year
on March 2% Alec Jones
on March 2% Judith Rough in Clydebank
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This was among the artefacts donated on the octasithe opening of
the new sanctuary on Saturday"2@vember 2003.
Its provenance was unacknowledged. Ed.
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What else did they do?
Aberdeen ministers as writers

Long ago, there used to be a myth that being a ddith minister in
Scotland was a soft option. "They don’t have mamy-week meetings. There’s not
much to do during the week. So if you want an eddg — in
particular, if you want to write a book — Scotlasdhe place to go." (There was a
different myth about Shetland: "That's where yog#t sent if you don'’t toe the
line.")

That is, I'm sure, a myth. In our time, Methodistinrsters in
Scotland, especially superintendent ministers inerdben, have more than a
full-time job. They have to keep tabs on everyththgt goes on in the biggest
circuit, geographically speaking, in British Meth&m. They have a bunch of
chaplaincies, to universities, colleges and a prisGhey are constantly
involved in Scotland District committees, mostly Dunblane. And, as St Paul
wrote, "not to mention other things, [they are] enthe pressure of [their] concern
for all the churches” (2 Corinthians 11.28).

Yet when all this is truly said, Aberdeen ministasver the years have
produced an extraordinary number of books — notonfrse all during their time
here, but their Aberdeen experience may in someschave borne fruit in later
years. The following rapid tour does not claim te ktomplete. But
remember, we are talking aboaircuit ministers, not full-time academics, or
ministers “in another appointment”, who happenedlite in Aberdeen. It is
fascinating to work back, from ministers some of lgve known, to the
beginning of the twentieth century.

David Collinson (minister here 1996-2004) wrote, drawing on hisnow
experience of being mugged on the steps leadinfyaup Bridge Street to Crown
Terrace,Encounters with darkness: Christian victims of ermale tell their stories
(2001).

Gerald Bostock (1988-96) had earned in 1969 a doctorate from the
University of Manchester for his thedevelation and Redemption in Origétie
has maintained his interest in one of the greatdstlars of the early church.

During his time in AberdeenHarold Bowes (1983-88) earned an
Aberdeen Master’s degree for his study of Methodisman area in which he had
previously servedRevival and Survival: Methodism’s ebb and flow rettand and
Orkney, 1822-18621988). Since then, among other things, he hatedadhe
journals of two Shetland ministers of the 1820sn&a Dunn and John Lewis.

David Hall (1977-83) blossomed in retirement as a New Testasaholar,
with two substantial works he Gospel Framework: fiction or fac€2998) andrhe
Unity of the Corinthian Corresponden2003).



Before that, we have to go back almost forty yetrsfind another
Methodist author with Aberdeen associationgilliam Lamplough Doughty
(1938-44) gave a Wesley Historical Society Lectymeblished in 1944, odohn
Wesley: his conferences and his preach&blowing this up in 1955 withJohn
Wesley, Preachemand in 1956 with an edition dhe Prayers of Susanna Wesley
His wider interests were shown in hiStudies in Religious Poetry of the
seventeenth centu(§946).

A prolific writer was Frank Warburton Lewis (1914-19),
author ofThe Apostles’ Cree(l925), andlhe Christian Religior§1935), and long
remembered for his books about Jesiesus, Son of Gofll897), andJesus of
Galilee (1931), reprinted for many years.

So back to the beginning of the "™0century, to Herbert B.
Workman (1901-3), one of the three editors Af New History of Methodism
(1909), which remained the standard work on theestilfor two generations.
Workman’s introduction to ifThe Place of Methodism in the Catholic Chyralas
published in a revised and enlarged form in 1921.

We have left till last the best known name in tlo#l call, that ofVincent
Taylor (1927-30), who after leaving Aberdeen became dnthe greatest New
Testament scholars of his generation, and the a&trand beloved principal of
one of our theological colleges. The list of hibleations is too long to reproduce
here. He is probably best known for his big commmgnbn Mark (1952) (costing
£2.10.0, so, for reasons older members will recknown as “the fifty shilling
Taylor”), and especially for his two trilogies dmetwork and person of Christ, from
Jesus and His Sacrifigd937) toThe Person of Christ in New Testament Teaching
(1958). We close with a small sample of his writing

The imperishable story of the Cross, and of thgestan the life
of Christ which led up to it, the darkness of Gethane, the
desolation of Calvary, the triumphant ‘It is finexti, crowned by the glory
of the resurrection, all convey such an incomparaflanifestation of
divine love that every picture we have formed othee of what
fellowship can be is dissolved and recreatetrordgiveness and
Reconciliation 1941, p. 259).

Paul Ellingworth

ONE REASON | CAME BACK - | got a warm welcome. On my first visit to CTM |
was invited to “Come and sit by the fire”, metapbally speaking. Mrs. Greta
Hardy, aunt of Mrs. Elaine Galloway, invited mecimme and sit in her pew next to
the central heating pipe. This was in 1970 when Heating system was
“unreconstructed” and we drove in shoes and changedoots before coming into

church.
M.D.C.



REMINISCENCES

of Crown Terrace Methodist Church
from Maurice Hately now in retirement in Wells, Senset

My wife Dorothy and | came to Aberdeen with two pdioys in the Autumn of
1963, and received a very warm welcome. My dayteceupation was lecturing on
electronic circuits and from April 1964 | joined het “Rally Drivers” of the
Methodist spiritual circuit. Preaching exploits wenormally a treat and the
hospitality was always splendid fellowship. One swgn day a walk in a wood
became a bit too much of an adventure for Michagdrand me. We became lost
and were almost late when we had fought our wayuijin the trees back to the car
and our tea-host’s address. During warm summerbBaglea swim on the beach at
Portessie. Another time | remember walking from Whills to Banff through the
camping site, wearing my smart suit and carryingsegmons in a briefcase, only
to meet the somewhat puzzled site manager comingetand asking if | was from
the Council, perhaps doing some check.

In early days the drill was thus: three servicatietly always two, with usually a
sixty mile drive before and after, often drivindhets. You left home at 8.30am and
got back at 8.30pm. With a triple-decker my voicaswusually tired until
Wednesday. My first service in this Circuit was sgrial number 89 at Buckie and
my last in this circuit was number 814 in 2000 artfordon. The usual total
mileage per quarter was around 800 miles so | nhate driven nearly
100 thousand evangelical miles in my time, but asehso many other men and
women, preaching in the Wesleyan way here in thetiNof Scotland Mission
Circuit. My memory is inadequate now that | am &® lbwill never forget the open
miles of this beautiful district. Personally | lsle the driving in the NE of
Scotland is the finest in Britain. The roads areacland traffic modest, with
vista-visibility because of the wide verges and fieéd fences. Oh to see some
fences here, instead of the dratted tall hedgebave in the SW of England lining
the narrow twisting lanes, dangerous and dull wihdly any views at all, except
glimpses through the field gates every now and.then

Of course there were the difficulties of distaneglianning quarterly meetings, all
to be on one Saturday. And when the 600 page Ieadedictionary of Methodist
Practice arrived (about 1980), the very decisiveeswe had then decided it was
impossible to use it in view of the distances & @ircuit and the complexity of the
routines.

For fourteen years | was the Property Steward atw@rTerrace, and that task
involved fun and not a little danger, like climbing the wobbly ladder to enter the
loft above the ceiling in order to lower a lightdachange a bulb! One year we had
determined to stick strictly to the rules and cleotise minimum price estimate for

the job of painting the outside of the Church. Imagmy horror one Sunday

morning to arrive for the service to find the cawtors going up and down ladders
to do the work on “the Lord’s Day”. No thank yowotrat the Methodist Church!

Blessings to you all. It was all happy days for amel my family for 31 years of
ministry from and into the pulpits, at Crown Temaand the other 8 or 9 churches.
| send good wishes for your special anniversary. ALEELUJAH
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Memories from Gloria Benson

The Rev Horrocks Howard (1934 - 1938) was the minister when | was
taken to church by my grandmother in 1934 when | was 8. My grand-
mother was looking after us as our mother was ill with rheignheter

after the birth of my sister Jean. Rev Howard baptisednm®34 in

my aunt Ina’s parlour along with my sister and my two cousins,
Margaret and Jean. We all went to Sunday School. The Rev Fred
James (1944 - 1949) married us orf’ 28arch 1946. | went through
church until the present.

Sunday school to me was a very special experience. | enjoyed goi
there every Sunday afternoon having been to service in the morning.
Our classes were held in the church itself; there werelasses in all,

one in each corner and two in the middle. The Juniors and Infants
classes were held in the rooms behind the church. AnniversaryySunda
was a very special one as we, the children, with the hekdl ajur
teachers, took over the service and we all participated. ¢mber
doing readings and singing there on many occasions. We were a large
Sunday School and also enjoyed picnics and outings in the summer.
There wasn't a Girls’ Brigade when | was a child; thassvstarted by
Elaine Bell (Galloway) and Mrs Park, the caretaker, buthae quite a
large Brigade by the time my children were at Sunday Scholbuah

there wasn’'t anything for the boys.

Bunty Young, Lily Grant Gloria & Pat Jenny Milne
MO”y Adam Gloria Benson Adam Les|ey & Lorraine
Benson



THE VIEW FROM THE GALLERY

As teenagers in the Senior Sunday School in the late 1980s, my friends and
| made our mark on CTM - literally! If you venture up to the gallery, sit in the
front centre right pew and look under the ledge. The white scratches on the
wood were made by our stiletto heels!!

More to the point, however, CTM, the church as a people, made its mark on
us. In those formative teenage years, the 'SSS' was a place where our
opinions counted and were taken seriously, and where we could express
ourselves in drama, music and art in a non-judgemental, 'safe' and nurturing
environment. So safe, in fact, that one member said that if she ever ran
away from home, she would come to the church! Luckily that never
happened, even when our secret club, the Scarlet Pimpernels who met
(once) in the church attic on a Saturday morning, was discovered!!

Such a nurturing environment within a church is something | hope my own
children will be fortunate enough to experience one day. We were truly part
of the larger church family living out its faith, and CTM has made its mark
on all of us.

Elinor Hughes (née Hubbuck), March 2009

The actual view from the gallery



ANOTHER VIEW FROM THE GALLERY

You could get a perfect coat of pink nail varnish dry before it was time to go
out to Sunday School. Sitting in the balcony no one could see what you
were up to - well, there was Mr Hubbuck, but he liked to listen with his eyes
closed, so that was fine. The only problem was if the minister made an
unexpected ascent of the pulpit, suddenly popping out at our eye level, but if
Mr Bowes ever saw anything, he never let on.

Here we were in Senior Sunday School. Mrs Kelley, Mrs Ellingworth and
Mrs Marshall had spent many loving hours blutac-ing paper figures on
boards to teach us Bible stories, and now we had to think about them and
talk about them. Which we did. As well as examining the finer points of lip
gloss, spot concealer and should she really wear that white skirt?

Sad to say, behaviour wasn't always angelic - poor Neil may bear the scars
of being tied up in the shower at a Sunday School camp - but somehow
Michael and Derek kept us together and encouraged us to find things out on
our own.

So there were a lot of projects. We made banners and costumes, bread and
oil lamps (nearly setting the church on fire), ran magazines and put on
shows, danced and sang (the Wesley Rap still a firm favourite). Did we
really plunge Ruth in the river Don in an attempt to understand John the
Baptist? | think so.

Sunday School was not just for Sundays. Outings and meetings, long long
walks and long long phone calls went on throughout the week. Friendships
that were made then are still strong today.

Now that we have children of our own In
new Sunday schools we discover that
our experience was not quite like any
other, but a very special time made pos-
sible by some wonderful people. And
thank God for that.

Judith Younger (née Dalton)
April 2009

Ruth Dyer, Lucy Partington, Elinor Hubbuck, Judith Dalton
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Senior Sunday
School 1986

L - R standing:

Andrew Hopwood, Lucy Cowking, Elinor Hubbuck, Neil Marshall, Judith Dalton,
Lucy Partington, Michael Dyer

L - R Front: Tim Bayman, Rachel Duncan, Zoé Dalton, Ruth Dyer, Ginny Bayman

FAIRTRADE AT CTM

The Fairtrade label was launched in 1988 and whilst we don’t have an exact record,
Fairtrade goods were being sold at Crown Terrace from those very early days. At
that time the emphasis was on supporting producers while the quality, certainly of
the coffee, left much to be desired.

Over the years there have been huge changes - the range of products has widened
and selection for quality become paramount - indeed many producers compete in
international tastings and are rated very highly, and craft goods are often returned
when they fail to meet the quality standard required.

The goods we have on sale are mainly marketed by "Traidcraft" - described in their
literature as “a Christian response to poverty”. The profits from sales (all the greater
because much of their selling is done by volunteers) go into development projects,
helping producers not yet qualifying for the Fairtrade mark to reach the required
standard. Not only do they encourage such improvements, where there is danger of
overproduction, advice is given on diversifying into new products.

Two years ago CTM was awarded a Fairtrade Church certificate - we undertook to
use Fairtrade tea, coffee, sugar etc. for all our meetings and to promote the sales of
other Fairtrade goods.

The first part is easy but, sadly, support for the Traidcraft stall itself is disappointing,
which sounds surprising when participation in the Fairtrade banana-eating day was
so great. (Incidentally 470,001 bananas were recorded as being eaten across
Britain)

If everyone in our congregation bought one small chocolate bar each month our
income would double. If everyone bought a packet of tea or coffee it would increase
by five times - just two examples but important when we remember that each item
we purchase means a child’s school fees may be paid, or necessary medicines
obtained - two things we take for granted. We are charged to look out for our
neighbour - so who is my neighbour?



A VERY GOOD YEAR

1759 was a very good year. Not only was the bard of Scotland born in
Alloway, but Pitt the Younger, who was to become one of the greatest
Prime Ministers of Britain was born in Hayes, in Kent. In Hull, Mrs.
Wilberforce was delivered of a son who would wake the world to the horrors
of the slave trade, unfortunately not completely eliminated. Mary
Wollstonecraft would also open her eyes to a world where she would have
her own campaign of liberation.

Departures included General Wolfe at Quebec on the Heights of Abraham,
bringing the whole of North America under British rule. It was compounded
by the battle of Pondicherry which founded the Empire of India. George
Frederick Handel breathed his last, while in Dublin — also part of the Empire,
a young Arthur Guinness created his black magic.

Across the Atlantic in the American territories George Washington
married his sweetheart. He was to rule there longer than his namesake,
George lll. In London, the British Museum opened its doors, and Voltaire’s
Candide was published. The King’'s Own Scottish Borderers ran through
the gardens of Minden, plucking roses to wear in their hats while they put
the French Cavalry to flight.

Come closer to home. A certain Dr. Memyss came into contact with
Methodists in Wales, and settled in Aberdeen about 1747. It is related that
when on a visit to London between 1756 and 1759, Memyss called on John
Wesley, requesting that a Methodist preacher should be sent to Aberdeen.
In response Wesley sent Christopher Hopper to the city in 1759, and it was
probably in that year — the year of Burns’ birth and only thirteen years after
the battle of Culloden — that the Methodist Society of Aberdeen was formed.
Christopher Hopper was the only man during his lifetime that John Wesley
trusted to preside over the Methodist Conference; he later became known
as the President of the North.

Yes, 1759 was not only a very good year, it was an excellent year!
Alec Jones

We are privileged to have this article, sent to the editors in January, and will
miss Alec’s informed and erudite contributions to this publication. Ed.
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TEN LITTLE CHRISTIANS

The following rhyme by I. G. Smith first appearade British Weekly a number of
years ago.

Ten little Christians, standing in a line,
One disliked the preacher; then there were nine.
Nine little Christians stayed up very late,

One slept on Sunday morning; then there were eight.
Eight little Christians on the road to heaven,
One took the lower road; then there were seven.

Seven little Christians got into a fix,
One disliked music; then there were six.
Six little Christians very much alive,
But one lost his interest; then there were five.
Five little Christians loyal to the core,

More money asked for, then there were four.
Four little Christians cheerful as could be,
One lost his temper, then there were three.

Three little Christians knew not what to do,

One joined a sporty crowd; then there were two.
Two little Christians - our rhyme is nearly done,

Differed with each other; then there was one.
One lone Christian won his neighbour true,

Brought him to church; then there were two.

Two earnest Christians, each won one more,

That doubled their number, then there were four.
Four sincere Christians worked very late,
But each won another; then there were eight.
Eight splendid Christians - quite a decent team,
Worked well together and raised it to sixteen.
Sixteen earnest Christians doubled six times more,

Raised the mighty army to - One thousand and twienisy



OAK NEWS
Organisation ofAberdeerKirks

We were very happy to welcome all our customers back after t
Christmas holiday, and were pleased to see a number of new fAesare
happy to have a few new staff joining us but as we are becoming
busier we would welcome more. If you could spare a morning per week or
fortnight have a word with Betty or Daphne or come along and seewehat

do.

In February we had a fund-raising lunch for the Archie Foundation which was
well attended. Mr Peter Hutchison from the Foundation came alongplaind t
us a little of their work trying to make hospitals and GMED
centres more child friendly. Our next Special Lunch is on Thurstiaviay
when the proceeds will go to the Presbytery of Aberdeen’s appeaadtiol i
water wells and piped water to villages in Malawi. We look oo seeing
many of our friends then.

The O.A.K. Evening Services continue to be held on the second Sunday of
each month at Crown Terrace Methodist Church at 6.30pm. A large
congregation turned out on St. David's Day to sing praises with lahWe
theme, and with the aid of The Acclamations, made a most uplifting

evening.
Thankyou to all who regularly support us.
Malcolm A. Steel

Memories from Jessie Petrie
| came to Aberdeen, newly married, in early 1953. | was in theclkehahoir
every Sunday and in those days we sang an anthem every Sunday maaning a
evening. Travelling by bus or on foot - in rain, shine and blizzandse twere
very few cars in those days.

My first minister, Rev Harry Whitehead, was a hill walker walking to
church from the manse in Ferryhill Place was no bother to hins. héspital
visits were confined to men only - he was so shy he would designatky to
visit the women’s ward!

The next two ministers, Revs. John Walsh and James Gaskell, alidayeir
pastoral visits on bicycles - changed days!

Trustees and office bearers were always gentlemen so the avaumhg
AGM was very special, as the wives would bring out their silearpots, lace
tablecloths and best china to give us all a nice tea.
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