
 

 



Dear sisters and brothers, 
 
When Joyce and I lived in West Yorkshire we had some Nigerian youngsters 
staying with us during their school holidays. The oldest boy was called  
Oluwole which name meant “The Lord enters”. This name, therefore, referred 
to the fact that he was the first-born and through him God had ‘entered’ their 
new family. The equivalent Jewish name is Immanuel – God is with us. And 
there are many Mannis in the world today. The beginnings of a new family. 
 
So let’s go back 2000 years to just another birth-day of a firstborn called  
Yehudah (or as we call him – Jesus), yet another Emmanuel – born to an 
obscure man and woman, in a remote stable, in a one-horse town in a back-
water of the great Roman Empire. The beginnings of a new family, one which 
was to include a number of boys and girls. By the time of his ministry the girls 
were married and, for all we know, had started his extended family.   
Perhaps, somewhere today, there are people whose roots go back to those 
first family members. 
 
Amazingly, that firstborn, who had no children of his own, became the first-
born of the world’s largest family – the family of God. As John in his gospel 
stated: they are born not of blood, not of the will of the flesh, but of God. I 
don’t think that there is a country in the world which does not boast family 
members. They speak over a thousand languages; their skins are of many 
colours; their features have many shapes; they are endowed with a multitude 
of skills; they can be found in every strata of society, rich and poor alike. 
 
They trace their ancestry not through biological links but through the one  
belief that they are the adopted daughters and sons of the God of Love who 
has declared that their natural backgrounds are of no consequence now that 
they are “in fact” the children of God (1 John2). Their only birth certificate is 
that they do the will of their father because they see the nature of his  
Kingdom. 
 
Indeed, the only gene that runs through the whole family and back to their 
roots is that of the one-gene God. The God whose whole nature is Love.  It is 
that gene of their father which is all important and they seek to develop its 
results in their lives and souls. 
 
In our church we are privileged to have fellowship with so many who are part 
of that world-wide family and especially at this time of the year we celebrate 
the birth of our family’s firstborn brother, even our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Happy birthday Jesus and a happy birthday to all his and our sisters and 
brothers. 
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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS  
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Congratulations to Mrs Agnes Gillespie on the birth of her first 

great grandson, Struan Gordon, a son to Freya and Ian Lawrie.  
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To Douglas and Helen Smith who celebrate their 60th 
Wedding Anniversary on December 27th 

Alex Wainwright sends greetings to all her friends at Crown  
Terrace and wishes everyone God’s blessing this Christmas time. 

If you are aware of anyone who would like to receive a tape/CD of a service, 

either occasionally or on a regular basis, please speak to Anne Hubbuck. 

Betty Pirie is in Ward 11, ARI, and is recovering from her stroke.  Ed 

is meantime in Torry Nursing Home, Balnagask Road. 

We wish them both a speedy return to their own home. 
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ACCUMULATED FUND 

Giving by the congregation – Average weekly donations, before Gift Aid tax refund, 

for the first 11 weeks of the current year were £990 per week compared with £808 for 

the year to 31 August 2004, an increase of 22.5%, and also an increase from the year 

to 31 August 2003 when weekly giving was £831 per week.  

Gift Aid – A tax refund of £18,304 was received in October 2004 re the year ended  

5 April 2004, including £8,687 relating to donations to the New Sanctuary Fund, 

compared with a total refund for the previous year of £11,239, (£3,489 re New  

Sanctuary). 

Central Finance Board Deposit – Following receipt of Gift Aid tax refund, £13,500 

has been placed on deposit with the CFB, replacing the £3,000 and £1,500 withdrawn 

in 2004 and 2003 and putting away a further £9,000 not immediately required. 

Expenditure – No money was required from Ogilvie to cover Church expenditure in 

the last year or in 2003. It is also not anticipated that any will be required in the  

current year unless any unforeseen major repairs to Church or Manse are required. 

Repairs – No major repairs were carried out in the Church or Manse in 2004, except 

for the renovation of the Sanctuary.  

Stewardship campaign – A final payment of £45 was paid in 2004 after the increase 

in giving in 2002 / 2003 was compared to the period prior to the Stewardship  

campaign. 

Assessment –The assessment for the year commencing 1 September 2004 is £33,116 

compared with £32,999 and £32,592 paid in the financial years 2004 and 2003  

respectively. 

Donations – In the year to 31 August 2004, the Church made donations to charity 

totalling £5,816, including to the World Church Fund and St. Peter, Accra, which was 

9.3% of ordinary income including the New Sanctuary Fund compared with £7,571, 

7.3% in 2003. 
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NEW SANCTUARY FUND 

Donations – To date members of the congregation have contributed £51,730 

to the cost of the renovation of the Sanctuary. 

Cost – The total cost of the renovations to date is £140,760 with only costs 

of snagging, rails by steps into Church and coat stand outstanding. 

‘Biffaward’ – In September 2004 the Church received a grant from Biffa 

under the Landfill Tax credit scheme of £12,554 to cover the cost of the  

audio-visual equipment in the Church. 

Ogilvie Mortification – Following receipt of the Biffaward and Gift Aid Tax 

refund, the £10,000 loan received last year from the Ogilvie Mortification, to 

help with funding the Church renovations, was repaid. 

Future expenditure – After all committed donations have been received and 

expenses have been paid there will be a fund remaining of approximately 

£7,000 for future renovations in the Church. 
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What can I give Him, poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 

If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; 

Yet what I can I give Him: give my heart 
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(Sung to The Northern Lights) 

 

Joseph came to old Aberdeen -  

Went searching for a flat. 

He wasn’t on the housing list 

So he had no hope of that 

 

He scoured the town for weary days 

With Mary at his side 

Big, and very near her time; 

So tired, she nearly cried. 

 

They tramped the streets from Dee to Don 

They trudged from south to north 

From Bridge of Don to Hazelhead 

From Bucksburn to Kincorth. 

 

And people murmured to themselves 

When he asked after digs 

“Another Glasgow layabout 

That’s wanting on the rigs”. 

 

He got a certain sympathy -  

Some said, “It’s such a shame 

The Council ought to do something -  

And left them in the rain. 

 

And people gave him good advice -  

“There’s Social Work”, they said,, 

“The Modeller is not so bad -  

Or go to Peterhead.” 

 

So people, tramping weary streets 

In rain and sleet forlorn 

They know the way that Joseph felt 

On Christmas Day in the morn. 

 

©Finlay Anderson 
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by Ernest Wilkinson* 
 

In the absence of ordained ministers during the first quarter-century of the 

Methodist Society in Aberdeen, its members were perforce served by a 

succession of lay preachers (“helpers” or “assistants”, as Wesley called 

them), most of whom came from over the Border.  Roads were in a  

shocking condition and communications were poor.  There was, for  

instance, no stage coach between Edinburgh and Aberdeen until 1788, and 

for several years thereafter the service was only three times a week.  In 

1790 an advertisement appeared for the Edinburgh Fly which left  

Aberdeen at 4.00 a.m. (3.30 in winter), arriving in Edinburgh the  

following day “in time for dinner”.  About the turn of the century a  

number of caravans, “constantly employed for the accommodation of  

travellers”, served the county of Aberdeen, which explains the following 

entry in the accounts of the Aberdeen Society: – 

“Jan. 1815.  To expenses by caravans, oats, etc.  £1. 12. 0” 

Wesley himself made most of his earlier visits to Aberdeen on horse-back, 

but in later years he travelled by chaise.  Many of his lay preachers were 

not so fortunate and were compelled to make their way to Aberdeen on 

foot.  In 1782 Henry Moore “had like to have met with some rough  

treatment on his way to Aberdeen.  About the time he passed through 

Stonehaven, something was stolen and they supposed him to be the thief 

and followed him three miles, took him up and brought him before the 

magistrates, but when he told them who and what he was they were 

ashamed and let him go where he pleased.  He is now in Aberdeen….” 

Owing to difficulties of road transport the preachers’ possessions were 

sometimes forwarded by sea. 

“23 Sept. 1810 Mr. Dunbar’s boxes by sea 10s. 10d. 

30 Sept. 1810 S. Kittle’s chests by sea  18s.   2d. 

   do by road  6s.   6d.” 

Some preachers passed northwards through Aberdeen to other stations – 

usually in the autumn – and the Aberdeen Society’s accounts frequently 

include charges apparently relating to them. 

“3 Sept. 1799 To extra board by preachers     7s.   0d. 
 8 Sept. 1801 To board for preachers passing through   7s.   6d. 

10 Sept. 1804 To Sundries and Preachers passing       £1.   1s.   4d.” 

 

If we might digress a little, let us follow one such preacher on his journey 

to his first appointment which was at Keith, about that time in the  
Aberdeen Circuit.  In 1805 it took John Brown eight days to travel from 

Newcastle to Keith.  Here is an extract from his own account.  The full 

letter will be found in Swift’s “The Romance of Banffshire Methodism”.�
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Lord, we thank you that our churches are like big families. 

Lord, let your spirit of reconciliation blow over all the earth. 

Let Christians live your love. 

Lord, we praise you in Europe’s cathedrals, in America’s offerings 

And in our African songs of praise. 

Lord, we thank you that we have brothers and sisters in all the world. 

Be with them that make peace. 

 

Amen 

 

A prayer from West Africa 

 

From “An African Prayer Book” selected by  

Desmond Tutu 

© 1995 by Desmond Tutu 

Hello Everyone, 

 

It's been along time so I thought of writing to everyone, 

just to say how are you all doing. I am doing just okay and 

Patricia is well and okay too. I miss each and everyone of 

you. 

 

I want to thank you all you for the support and help, thank 

you kindly. 

 

May God bless you all. 

 

Please use both emails below when you reply and feel free 

to write to me. My home address is:  

House No. 7309, 95 Crescent, Glen View 8, Harare, Zimbabwe. 

An e-mail received on Advent Sunday from Michael Maruwana, one of the 

Crown Terrace “big church family”. 

Michael Maruwana 

uf5mm2@abdn.ac.uk 

micmaru@hotmail.com 
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Lucy’s Carol  
 

Lucy was five years old when she composed it; her mother wrote it 

down exactly as it came. 

 

When the Baby borned 

Joseph said to Mary, 

“What am I going to do about 

This little-born Jesus Baby Christ? 

I never knew it was going to be like this, 

With all these angels and kings 

And shepherds and stars and things; 

It’s got me worried, I can tell you, 

On Christmas day in the morning” 

 

Mary said to Joseph, 

“Not to worry my darling, 

Dear old darling Joseph; 

Everything’s going to be all right, 

Because the angel told me not to fear; 

So just hold up the lamp, 

So I can see the dear funny sweet little face 

Of my darling little-born Jesus Baby Christ” 

 

Joseph said to Mary 

“Behold the handyman of the Lord!” 

 

Happy Christmas, happy Christmas! 

Christ is born today.  

From “A pocket book of Spiritual Poems"  
collected by Rumer Godden published by Hodder &Stoughton  



John and Rachel Anderson, aged 12 & 10  

respectively, are the son and daughter of the 

Rev Ian Anderson and his wife, Alice, who 

will probably be coming to join us at Crown 

Terrace next September. 



Living in Aberdeen means that going to a residential weekend conference south of 

the Border is a time- consuming and financially costly business. I do not spend 

money unless I know that it is going to be worth it. Going to the M.C.M.S. Confer-

ence most certainly is! 

We gathered at the Hayes Christian Conference Centre at Swanwick in Derbyshire in  

October and stayed from Friday evening to Sunday evening. There were about one  

hundred and eighty of us of all ages and we had travelled from many parts of  

Scotland, Wales and England. Those who came had links with either the Methodist 

Church or the Royal School of Church Music. 

The theme for the weekend was ‘Worshipping through Psalms’. We began in the 

evening with dinner - always a noisy meal at Swanwick as old friends meet again and 

new folk get to know each other. Organists, choir members, local preachers, minis-

ters and enthusiasts all share their personalities and experiences and learn from each 

other. 

After dinner the President of the M.C.M.S. (Nick Young) and the former Director of 

Studies and Outreach for the R.S.C.M. (Geoff Weaver) talked about the areas of  

music covered by each organisation and shared music and singing with us all. The 

evening closed with prayers at 9.45p.m. 

Saturday began with Prayers at 8a.m. Not everyone gets up for these...!  Breakfast  

follows. At 9.30 a.m. we all gathered for the Keynote Lecture by the Rev. Stephen 

Dawes on ‘An Introduction to the Book of Psalms’. Stephen is a person of wide 

Methodist experience, deep thinking and courageous speaking. He speaks with a  

relaxed freedom and a lot of humour and gave us much to think about and use. His 

lecture was followed by coffee. We then moved into our chosen workshops. There 

were nine of these, each covering an aspect of the use of psalms in worship. I took 

the opportunity to join Geoff Weaver’s workshop where he looked at the practical 

aspects of using Psalms in worship. As Geoff has travelled the world gathering songs 

from many cultures it was a thrilling and active time of music making as well as 

learning new ways to use the Psalms. 

We broke for lunch and then went to the second group we had chosen. For me this 

was the group led by Alison Adam. Alison was formerly one of the leaders of the 

‘Wild Goose Resource Group’ of the Iona Community. She is a great encourager 

AND encouragement. She has no formal musical training but her love of music, 

lovely voice, good memory and ability to sing and teach different parts make her a 

superb teacher. Her theme was ‘Singing the Psalms - praising and protesting’ and 

included settings from the Iona Community and other sources. I have been in groups 

led by Alison over a number of years and never cease to be impressed and enthused 

by what she offers. 
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After yet another coffee we all came together in the Chapel for Choral 

Evensong led by Nick Young and sung by eight young people from the 

R.S.C.M.’s Millennium Choir conducted by Geoff Weaver. It was a  

beautiful experience.  Dinner followed and then the same group of young 

people gave a Musical Presentation in the Chapel. The group sings a wide 

range of sacred music to the highest standards and it was a privilege and 

delight to listen to them. 

After prayers and breakfast on Sunday we relaxed in the house and  

gardens until coffee time after which we went to the Chapel for Morning 

Worship with Holy Communion. The M.C.M.S. choir and orchestra 

(having practised together during the conference) led the singing. As you 

can imagine, with so many knowledgeable and enthusiastic people  

participating, the worship was rich and meaningful. 

We left immediately after lunch but others stayed on for the A.G.M. and to 

practise anthems by John Rutter to be sung together after dinner.  

The conference closed at 9.45p.m. and people left the following morning. 

It had been - as expected - a great experience. 

 

Joyce Wilson 

 

 



 

This Christmas, several Crown Terrace friends will be preparing for the festive season with 

a new baby in the family. Some will be fortunate that the generations will be able to gather 

together, since many parents, their children and grandchildren may live hundreds (if not 

thousands) of miles apart. Young women, like me, flew the nest in our twenties, persuaded 

by society to enter higher education and climb the career ladder, or travel. At that age, our 

plans did not include having children, but revolved around becoming independent and  

pursuing exciting lifestyles, wherever they took us. Yet, however independent we think we 

are in our thirties, the detachment from family and community is a stumbling block in times 

when we need them most, non more so than when we become mothers ourselves. Although 

such separation is nothing new to the previous generation, in our isolation we feel we are 

the first people ever to go through child-rearing! 

Best-selling author Deborah Jackson (2002) wrote ‘the most unnatural thing in modern  

parenting is the lack of preparation beforehand and the dearth of community support after-

wards’. Prior to our special arrival, we think we are well informed about babies, and, as 

regards antenatal care and medical advances in the delivery room, most of us are. During 

pregnancy, we know our glucose and Hb levels, and see the chambers of baby’s heart on the 

Doppler ultrasound scan. At antenatal classes we learn how the biblical pain of childbirth 

can be simply tackled with a pethidine injection and a TENS machine. We furnish the  

nursery with everything baby could need, and many things they probably don’t. Yet,  

however prepared we are for the birth itself, many new parents like us will have never  

actually held a baby before their own. 

When our own bundle of joy arrives, all being well, we spend those first days flip-flopping 

between being elated and somewhat shell-shocked. Whilst many cultures allow a new 

mother to withdraw in a ‘lying-in’ period, we Western mothers get by with ‘talk and tablets’ 

and can be out of hospital in 6 hours if we wish. Once home, we look for simple formulas to 

help us know what to do with our babies. At first, we wonder why our naïve approaches 

fail! Panicking, we seek scientific answers in the pages of currently fashionable babycare 

books the ones that seem to give us the kind of the control we had over our careers. Where 

we were overwhelmed with information on labour, we face a surprising lack of assistance 

afterwards. In the end, we realise that bringing up baby means letting go of, quite literally, 

pre-conceived ideas! 

Eventually, we recognise that the biological event of birth connects us to a local, and global, 

community of parents. We gain comfort from feeling solidarity with other new parents and 

may find a renewed affinity with mothers in our own family. New friendships can be forged 

at mother-and-baby groups, where we can re-connect with a local community, and receive 

and offer welcome support by talking endlessly about feeding, teething and sleeping (or 

lack of it) with people who understand. We begin to empathise with mothers of all ages and 

cultures. As Western mothers immersed in our child’s material needs and the latest health 

directives, we could learn from developing countries as regards trusting our natural  

instincts, the handing down of know-how and how to raise children within a community. 

 



Additionally, we may find inspiration in the examples of those women who have 

been exceptional mothers. And at Christmas, of course, we may relate to Mary, the 

mother of Jesus. Although she had the practical reassurance of sharing three months 

of her pregnancy with Elizabeth as Luke tell us, she was far from home when she first 

held her new baby (although current babycare advice does not recommend  

swaddling!) From her example, we can see how straightforward it is to prepare for 

motherhood when we trust God as our refuge and our strength, and, in time, how we 

can hope to raise our children to know Him by following her example of self-giving 

and obedience. 

Finally, we must always keep in mind the simple joy a new baby brings. So, where 

once they joined revellers on Christmas Eve, this year’s new parents will settle down 

for a quiet night in, to delight in the happiness and wonderment of their baby. Now, 

what could be more Christmassy than that?! 

Heather and Fergus’s Mum,Heather and Fergus’s Mum,Heather and Fergus’s Mum,   
(Elinor Hughes née Hubbuck(Elinor Hughes née Hubbuck(Elinor Hughes née Hubbuck) 

 

Ref ‘Baby Wisdom’ by Deborah Jackson (2002) 

SOME OF THE NEW PARENTS OF THE 21ST CENTURY: 

SENIOR SUNDAY SCHOOL 1986 

BACK L - R: Andrew Hopwood, Lucy Cowking, Elinor Hubbuck, Neil Marshall, 

  Judith Dalton, Lucy Partington, Mike Dyer. 

FRONT L - R : Tim Bayman, Julia Duncan, Zoë Dalton, Ruth Dyer, Ginny Bayman 



OAK NEWS 

Organisation of Aberdeen Kirks  
OAK is looking forward to a busy Christmas period.  We have packed and dispatched 

more than 165 shoe boxes of goods for Eastern Europe.  Our customers and friends have 

been most generous and in turn a lot of families and children will have a happy Christmas.  

Thank you all very much. 

We will have an OAK evening service at 6.30 p.m. on 12th December in Crown Terrace 

Methodist Church and Christmas Lunches will be served at the OAK café, St Mark’s 

Church Hall, on 15th and 16th December.  Tickets are available from the OAK café. 

The café will be closed from 20th December, reopening on Monday 10th January 2005. 

We will have our annual United Service on 23rd January 2005 and look forward to joining 

together in worship. 

Our February Evening Service will take the form of a “Songs of Praise” from the Sankey 

hymn book and will be led by the Acclamations. 

We look forward to meeting you at some of these events and wish you all a Happy  

Christmas and Peaceful New Year. 

Christian Aid 200 

Scottish Bible Society 400 

Christian Aid for Haiti 400 

Church of Scotland  

HIV/AIDS project 

400 

Hazlewood School Senior Literary 

Fund 

750 

Aberdeen Women’s Aid 400 

St. Andrew’s Church, Jerusalem 400 

Fighting for Sight 400 

CHARITY £ 

Guide Dogs for the Blind 150 

D.E.C. Sudan Appeal 400 

Paper Chase Trust (African Hospital 

Appeal) 

400 

Grampian Society for the blind 150 

Cruse Bereavement Care 550 

New Hope Trust  
for transport of Christmas Boxes 

250 

Earl Haig Trust 200 

Cogwheel Trust 580 

CHARITY £ 

TOTAL OAK CHARITABLE GIVING DURING 2004      £6,030 

WHAT HAS OAK DONE WITH ITS MONEY IN 2004? 

Malcolm Steel, Treasurer. 
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WATCH OUT FOR THE LAUNCH OF 

FAIRTRADE FOOTBALLS ! 



DATE TIME EVENT 

PLACE 

(if other than 

CTM) 

Sunday December 12th 18.30 

OAK Service followed by Carol 

singing around the  

neighbourhood 

 

Wednesday 15th &  

Thursday 16th December 
 

OAK Christmas lunches 

(tickets available from the OAK café) 

St Mark’s Church 

Hall 

Monday, December 20th - 

Friday January 7th  
 OAK café closed  

Christmas Eve 23.00 
Coffee & Mince pies followed 

by Candlelight Service 
 

Christmas Day 11.00 Family Service  

Sunday, December 26th  NO EVENING SERVICE  

Sunday January 9th 2005 11.00 Annual Covenant service  

Sunday January 23rd. 11.00 Annual OAK United Service 
North Kirk of St. 

Andrew 

Sunday February 13th 18.30 
A Sankey Evening with the  

Acclamations and OAK 
 

Sunday February 27th 11.00 
Annual Welsh Society Service 

Preacher:  Richard Kilgour 
 

Friday - Sunday,  

March 4th - 6th  
 Weekend away Compass Centre 

Wednesday, December 

22nd 14.00 
Carol singing at Westview, 

Woodend Hospital 

Meet in the  

Voluntary Services  

Co-ordinator’s 

Office 2nd floor 


