Wi R

DDDDDRD DD DRV DD

BT ROIRT R RT R
&@

2,

b %@S ho
2 2508
5 O =X L
. = =0 o
S @

y - P & X
(=R

ﬂo

@3

= i

W el

{2

= > 1

&
S
I W [, WA, R, WA, Rae A, R, A, R, S

BBBBBBBBBBBBS

N A e

ﬁﬁ ﬁﬁ ﬁﬁ ﬁﬁ ﬁ

‘K;’:




A letter from Rev. Gillian Trew

Dear Friends,
Advent is a season of light and colour, and for me, few symbols are as closely associated
with it as the wreath with its candles. Advent, like other cycles of the church year,
developed in the northern hemisphere and people were very conscious of the shorter days
of winter. In the midst of this cold darkness, people celebrated the birth of the Light of the
World. The increasing light of the Advent candles helped mark the time of waiting and
anticipation, with the climatic lighting of a central Christ candle on Christmas Eve.
In many churches, the candles have traditionally been purple, a colour associated with
royalty. This symbolized the sovereignty of Jesus, the descendent of David, coming to
usher in God’s Reign. Over time, the colour became associated with the penitence of this
season and of Lent.

Another tradition dating from the Middle Ages used royal blue candles and decorations. In
recent years, as some churches have changed to blue, this colour has come to represent
hope for many. Yet another tradition includes a pink or rose-coloured candle on the third
Sunday, known as ‘rejoice’ Sunday, when the readings are more joyful. Using a pink or
rose candle represents an early practice when the Bishop of Rome gave away roses on the
fourth Sunday of Lent, which in turn got transferred into the season of Advent.
Over the years, people have given a variety of meanings and symbols to the candles such
as hope, peace, joy and love; prophets, shepherds, angels, magi; and expectation,
proclamation, joy and purity. However, the deeper symbolism of the candles lies in the
circle of light that they create together. So the next time you see a lit candle, remember the
many meanings associated with it, including: light in the long winter nights, Christ the
Light of the World bringing hope and transformation for all, and a reminder of our task as
a community to carry Christ’s light wherever we go. As we wait to celebrate his coming
once again, may our lives be filled with the dazzling light of Christ, who drives away
despair, reveals the signs of God’s power all around us, and which will never be
extinguished.

Peace be with you,

Gli
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BIRTHS

To Tom and Sarah Holsinger-Friesen
on Saturday, September 29", a son, Samuel Thomas.

To Michael and Trish Maruwana
on Thursday, November 22" twin sons,
brothers for Patricia

Our love and greetings to both families

CONGRATULATIONS

Bob & Joan @rskov
celebrated their Ruby Wedding on September 30"

The Primrose family and their friends are delighted to share
the happy news of the engagement of Kenny to Megan Davies .

James Stevenson
has recently been appointed Chairman of VSA, Aberdeen

There are few in the congregation now who could put a
face to the name Nellie Cowie. However, she first
attended a service at CTM 90 years ago and, although no
longer able to come to church, is still very interested in all
the news and is very keen to hear all about our
activities. May Barbour visits her regularly in the Bridge of
Don and helps to keep her informed. We send Nellie our
love and special greetings this Christmas time.

PLEASE HAVE CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE
NEXT NEWSLETTER TO ANNE OR
KATHERINE BY SUNDAY MARCH 9™ 2008



TREASURER’S REPORT

The accounting year for the Methodist Church is the 31 August and the figures for
the year ended 31 August 2007 have been prepared and independently examined by
Dr. Graham Dalton and, after approval by the Church Council in January 2008, a
copy of the accounts will be pinned up in the Church entrance vestibule.

I set out below a few comments on the figures.

Results

In the year ended 31 August 2007 the Church’s ordinary income exceeded its
ordinary expenditure by £16,907, compared with a deficit in 2006 of £11,475.

This surplus and significant change from 2006 arose principally for two reasons:-
Two years Gift Aid tax refund was received in the year, totally £17,487 compared
with nothing in the previous year when the claim was made too late for the payment
to be received before 31 August 2006. This increased the income for the year by
£8,849.

In 2005 / 2006 essential repairs and decoration in the Manse costing £10,708 were
carried out. In the year to 31 August 2007, a grant of £10,000 was obtained from the
Ogilvie Mortification to cover these costs.

The grant had been approved the previous year but not claimed as it was not needed
for cash flow purposes. However, in order to comply with current charity regulations
for the Church to retain income reserves of six month’s expenditure, the claim was
made to help build up reserves to the required level.

It should be noted that if the 2006 Gift Aid tax refund and Ogilvie grant were
excluded from 2006/2007 and included in 2005/2006, there would have been a
deficit of £1,942 in 2007 and a surplus of £7,374 in 2006.

(Note: In accordance with Charity regulations, the Church accounts are prepared on a
cash basis not an accruals basis as its annual income is currently less than £100,000).

Giving by the congregation

Average weekly donations, before Gift Aid tax refund, for the year to 31 August
2007, were £849 per week compared with £853 for the year to 31 August 2006, a fall
0f 0.5%.

It should be noted that to meet expenditure at last year’s level, before any inflationary
or other increases and the need to build up reserves by £4,000 per annum over the
next four years to the required level, an increase of 4.5% in giving by the
congregation will be required in the current year.

Already since August 2007 the Church has spent £10,780 on necessary repairs and
redecoration to the outside of the premises, compared with a total of only £1,900 last
year.

Use of premises
Income from use of the premises rose from £4,782 to £9,485 due to the continued use
of the premises by The Dance School.



Grants

Grants of £5,000 from District Advance Fund and £3,000 from Ogilvie
Mortification were received in the year to cover YAF costs, including
£2,385 towards the cost of students attending the Compass weekend and to
cover the Honoraium paid to the Youth Pastor.

Assessment

The Quarterly assessment is the amount paid by the Church to the Circuit
to cover Ministers’ salaries and other Circuit costs. In the year to 31
August 2007, £39,332 was paid compared with £35,014 in the previous
year.

The assessment for the year commencing 1 September 2007 has increased
marginally to £39,524 per annum.

However there is likely to be a significant increase from 1 September
2008, as the allocation of Circuit costs between the Churches is partly
based on income for the penultimate year and, as noted above, ours
increased significantly from 2006 to 2007.

Donations

It has been the Church’s policy over several years to aim to donate 10% of
Ordinary income to Charity. In view of the large sums raised for Ghana in
the last 2 years, the Finance & Property Committee revised the policy to
‘The Church should aim to make Discretionary donations of 10% of
Ordinary income excluding Fund raising for specific causes’. In the year
ended 31 August 2007, discretionary donations totalled £7,450, i.e. 8.3%
of ordinary income compared with £5,600 in 2006, i.e. 9.9% including an
additional £600 approved by the Finance & Property Committee post 31
August 2006 to meet 10% target.

Advertising

The Finance & Property Committee decided that the weekly advert in the
P&J and Evening Express was no longer cost effective and therefore
cancelled the advert with effect from 21 October 2006.

If anyone has any queries on the Church accounts or wants more
information on ways to give regularly or on Gift Aid, please see me.

Barbara Cresswell, Church Treasurer
23 November 2007



A poem from archive editions of the
Methodist Recorder found by Joan @rskov among
her parent’s memorabilia

Advent should admonish us to discover
In each brother and sister that we greet,
In each friend whose hand we shake
In each beggar that asks for bread
In each worker who wants to use the right
to join a Union
In each peasant who looks for work in
the coffee groves

The face of Christ.

Then it would not be possible to rob them,
To cheat them,
To deny them their rights.
They are Christ.
And whatever is done to them
Christ will take as done to him.
This is what Advent is -

Christ living among us.

Anne Bird

CHARLES WESLEY 2007

To mark the 300th anniversary of the birth of Charles Wesley, the Jasperian
Theatre Company, who have previously performed in CTM, are touring the UK
with their play about his life, Charles Wesley 1707 . They will be performing at
PETERCULTER PARISH CHURCH ON THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6" AT
7.30. Tickets are £6 adult (£2 child/student) Information from the church
office on 735845

The same play will also be performed at Buckie Methodist Church, at 7 pm on
Monday, December 3™



THEY’RE ON THEIR WAY!
How the computers etc. at last left for Ghana on November 20th

Who organised the shipment and

paper work both here and in

Graham phoned Stan 'w 1 Ghana and then sent his team of
«J packers

They checked the numbers and labels on
each box and re-packed where necessary

When the container lorry arrived it broke
down and blocked the road

so the boxes were taken to the top of the lane
in the little van where they were packed into
the 20 foot container.

But eventually, even though the rain didn’t
stop all day, the doors were closed, the
lorry was mended, the police were happy
and our gifts were on their way!




A BLAST FROM THE PAST - TWO ITEMS FROM THE MAY 1978 EDITION OF
THE CHURCH MAGAZINE WHICH WAS EDITED BY BERNARD EDWARDS.

THE FOUR SEASONS by Elaine Galloway

Spring is a time we welcome | know,

When winter throws off her mantle of snow,

Revealing beneath the sweet smelling flowers,

Gently helped on their way by brisk April showers.

The little lambs frolic beneath budding trees

And our thoughts are refreshed by the hum of the bees.

Summer our favourite season must be;

The sunshine enhances all that we see

The flowers bloom forth in the richest array,
The countryside glimmers in colours so gay.
We think of our holidays spent in the sun,
The seaside with swimming and plenty of fun.

In Autumn we gather the fruits of the land,

That are blessed by the giver - The Almighty Hand.

It is the most colourful time of the year,

The leaves burnished gold tell us winter is near;
There’s a nip in the air as they fall to the ground

And the wind, as it flurries, send them swirling around.

The coldness of winter is with us at last,

We clothe ourselves warmly to keep out the blast.

The snow’s crisp white blanket is seen everywhere,
Children’s voices and laughter ring out through the air.
As Christmas draws near with its joys and its pleasures
We thank our Dear Father for the gift of these treasures.

WHAT MAK S A CHURCH A SUCC SS?

v n though my typ writ r is an old mod 1, it works quit w 11, xc pt for on of th k ys. [ hav
wish d at tim s that it did work p rf ctly. It is tru that thr ar forty six k ys that function
w Il nough, but just on k y not working mak s all th diff rnc .

Som tim s it s ms that our church is som what lik my typ writ r - not all th p opl
working prop rly.

You may say to yours If, “W 1, I’'m only on p rson, I won’t mak or br ak th church”.
But it do s mak a diff r nc , b caus a church, tob ff ctiv, n ds activ participation of

V Iy p rson.

So, th n xt tim that you think you ar only on p rson and that your fforts ar notn d d,
r m mb r my typ writ r and say to yours If “I am a k y p rson in th
congr gation and l amn d d v ry much”



Including Fairtrade goods in your shopping does a lot of good!

Buying from Traidcraft does even more good!

Traidcraft profits are used to assist new producers. To achieve the
standards required to be awarded the Fairtrade mark through
product development, marketing etc.

The Fairtrade Mark guarantees both a fair price to the producer and
a quality product to you (below standard products are rejected).

Beekeeper, Celia Gonzalez who supplies Traidcraft with
honey is looking forward to Christmas, secure in the knowledge that
she has a monthly income enough for her family to live simply but
happy -no longer in debt.

Joyce Chibouro, a sugar cane grower, said “The Fairtrade
programme is doing good things here — my village now has clean
water from a borehole funded by the Fairtrade premium and is soon
to receive electricity - it is exciting — we never believed this could
happen!”

When you look in your larder, do you see the Fairtrade mark
among your tins and packets? If so, doesn’t t give you a good
feeling that you are caring about those who have to produced it.

The Christmas gift you give by including Fairtrade goods in your
shopping will be appreciated at least as much as any you give to
family or friends.

Sundays are busy times in a gathered church like ours — so many
people to see, so many arrangements to be made, folk often
comment that they intended to get tea etc. but forgot. If it is of help
there is an order form for Traidcraft goods included in this magazine
and | will be happy to make up orders in advance. (Orders can also
be sent by email).

Joan @rskov



YAF Monymusk Weekend 2007

16" — 18" November

You probably heard quite a bit about our YAF weekend away in the Church
notices over the past few weeks. Well, here’s an idea of what we got up to!

20 of our Young Adult Fellowship piled into cars and set off from Aberdeen on a
dark Friday night, wending our way through the Aberdeenshire countryside to the
brightly-lit Sir Arthur Grant Centre, Monymusk. Most of us took the direct route,
but there were a few who went the long way! Anne and Bob Kelley had been at
the centre all afternoon, slaving over hot stoves to provide wonderful food when
we arrived.

It was then over to lain to introduce the theme of the weekend: ‘Strangers and
Community’. We all come from different (strange?!) places, yet we are here
together in Aberdeen. We traced our journeys to Aberdeen on a world map...we
are certainly a well-travelled group!

Then it was time for games! Michael bemused
us all with his ‘Black Magic trick’ and we managed
to fool the engineers in our midst with the
‘Scissor Game’ (crossed/uncrossed). The game
which got us all going was Pictionary MANIA!

After a somewhat short sleep on Friday night, we
launched ourselves into Saturday with the traditional
‘walk to the bridge to play Pooh Sticks’. Then back to the centre for a hearty
breakfast. Cam (with his touk) and Andrew led the morning session, looking at
how the Bible is used in our community. As we read Scripture, we are being
challenged to live out its meaning in new ways in our own contexts, being called
by the same God into relationship and life.

Nigel then led an energetic dramatic reading about Nehemiah and the people of
God rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem. We all joined in with the (lan-Anderson-
style!) actions.

After lunch, it was off for a walk in Donview Forest. But of course, not just any
old walk — we split into teams to complete challenges
devised by Bob, including the incredibly difficult task of
balancing straws on a camel’'s back! Nigel pretending
to be a stone age man who wanted a cup of tea was
unforgettable...ask him for an impression later! It all
ended with a team exercise involving water and string —
a reminder of how we need all sorts of people to work

: “=a together in community. Of course, no one who was
there will forget Team lain!




Back at the centre, after recovering from our exertions, Elizabeth and Jayne
led us in a craft, the fruits of which you’ll see soon in the church. Watch this
space (well, not exactly this space, but it is coming soon!).

B Then. MORE FOOD! Thanks Anne!

On Saturday night, we enjoyed a huge bonfire, courtesy of Barry, who had
managed to procure wood from some boy with a Vectra and a trailer! The fire
lasted well into the night, with many a marshmallow toasted and song sung.
The sausages and potatoes are another story!

On Sunday, we gathered for morning worship, ft|

which included material from Saturday’'s study "4 4
and a DVD about how we work out our
relationship with God in community. We sung _J //
songs and prayed, giving thanks to God for a ¢
wonderful weekend of learning and fun!

So, what can | say? All in all, a great weekend! It is so good to see our YAF
group growing, both with new members, but more importantly growing
together as a group in relationship with God. The Monymusk weekend was a
great opportunity to spend time together, and be blessed by this wonderful
community in which we have been placed! Thanks to all who came, and all
who participated in any way — and big thanks to Anne and Bob for food! In
the words of one person who came, ‘Monymusk was better than | thought!
Can’t be bad!




Praying for Vision
Week of Prayer 29" October — 4™ November

John Wesley said that ‘our prayers are the proper test of our desires’. What
he meant, at least on one level, was simple: we pray for what we are really
concerned about.

If this is so, then | rejoice that so many of you are concerned about Crown
Terrace Methodist Church. As you know, we had a week of prayer for vision
over the end of October into November, with prayer events each day of the
week. Overall, about 40-50 different members of our fellowship came
together over the course of the week to pray for the church — that doesn’t
include, of course, the many of you who shared at home by following the
prayers and readings in our printed booklet. At the church, there were many
different events, including a traditional service of evening prayer, space for
more creative prayer, a prayer breakfast, silent prayer, a day of prayer...you
name it, we probably prayed about it!

All in all, then, the volume of prayer for Crown Terrace undoubtedly
increased during this week, and the fruit of some of it was displayed for a
short time on the walls of the church. Many people were involved in various
ways to make the week happen — producing booklets, organising the days,
opening the church, providing lunch and refreshments and music, leading
sessions — and I'd like to thank all who have been involved in any way.

| think we should take it as a great sign that God is at work here that,
however involved you may personally have been in the week, there were
people praying for the church every day, both in the building and at home.
Wow...but why don’t we do this more often?

Which leads me on to my main reflection. | managed to be at all the
sessions during the week, so I'm going to attempt to pull out a theme which
kept recurring.

First, a story! Let me take you to Tuesday night, during the service of
evening prayer. On the communion table, we had arranged a number of tea
lights, held in little glass holders. These holders are very sturdy things,
almost impossible to break, even if you drop them on the floor! You certainly
can’t break them with your hands! But on Tuesday night, during the prayer
time, there was a small ‘POP’ from the communion table. | am told that the
candle flared up, causing some concern that it might have set the table
alight! Don’t worry — it didn’t! What had happened was that the tea light had
burnt all the wax up and had created so much heat on the bottom of the
glass, that the glass had cracked cleanly in half. What cannot be broken with
our hands, can be shattered by a tiny tea light!



Now let me fast forward through the various prayer sessions to Friday night,
when we were gathered in room 4, being led by Bob and Barbara’s House-
group. That night, as one of our number was praying, God directed us very
clearly to a particular passage of scripture: Hosea 10:12. ['ll put it below,
along with the previous verse:

You are like a trained heifer accustomed to treading out the grain — an easy
Job that you love. Now I will put a heavy yoke on your neck, and set you to the
plough. You must break up the hard ground, the days of ease are gone. |
said “Plant the good seeds of righteousness and you will harvest a crop of my
love. Plough up the hard ground of your hearts, for now is the time to seek
the Lord, that he may come and shower righteousness upon you.”

Hard ground that must be broken up. We were in no doubt that this was
God’s message for our church at this time. We have been accustomed to
‘days of ease’ but we are being sent into God’s world to plough up the hard
ground around us.

The theme from the week of prayer for me, and | know for many others too, is
been the uncomfortability of prayer — that when we pray, we cannot remain
the same. Prayer is not just bringing our own visions to God and asking him
to validate them — God interrupts our thoughts and our lives (just as he
interrupted the flow of history in Jesus Christ) and He issues a challenge.
Why are you sitting still when all the world around is dying? Interrupt them
with my life which | offer in Jesus Christ!

As we continue to discern the way forward, let us not be dismissive of what
God has been saying. How do we as Crown Terrace Methodist Church cause
a stir for the Kingdom of God? How are the people of Aberdeen and beyond
interrupted in their lives and told about the good news of Jesus by what we do
and what we say and who we are?

But perhaps before we get there, the word is also for us. How willing are we
to exchange our comfortable notions of God and church for the challenge of a
God who wants to save all the world and bring it into his kihngdom? God’s
work of grace in our lives sometimes has a sharp edge: plough up the hard
ground of your hearts, for now is the time to seek the Lord.

Continue to pray for our church! Prayer meetings are held regularly
before the Sunday morning service (at 9.30am, fortnightly). In addition, |
hope to introduce a regular mid-week prayer meeting — watch the
notices for details! If you would like to be involved, please let me know!

Andrew Stobart



NEWS FROM TOGO

Many of us will remember Benjamin (Béni) Gaba, a Methodist
minister from Togo who studied practical theology here a couple of years
ago, learned a lot of English, and obtained a Master’s degree. Towards the
end of his stay, he was joined by his wife and their lively toddler daughter,
and visited by Fe¢lix Adouayom, then President of the Conference of the
Methodist Church of Togo.

At the end of Béni’s year here, we at least knew where Togo was (just to the
right of Ghana on the map). Some of us have followed with anxiety the
troubles that followed the death of the country’s long-ruling, dictatorial
president, Eyadema Gnassingbe, and the accession of his son Faure
Gnassingbe. But information about the church in Togo was virtually nil.

Now at last we have had a message from Béni, giving mixed news. The
good news is that around Easter, his wife gave birth to a baby boy who is
doing well. The situation of the church is rather confused. Félix Adouayom,
the former President, has gone to America, for what purpose Béni does not
say. Béni has been appointed acting President in his place, and in his 40s is
feeling rather young for the job. A definite appointment will be made by the
2008 Conference, probably early in the year.

The Methodist Church of Togo i1s a small church in a small country. A
French minister who wvisited it last year spoke warmly of the
freshness of its prayer life, in church and in Christian families, and its gift of
combining dignified liturgy with singing and dancing of a restrained but
traditional kind.

Béni needs and asks for our prayers. He reports without comment the result
of recent elections which returned Faure Gnassingbe to power. The church’s
special needs are for inner peace and unity, and as always for greater
resources to fulfil its mission.

Paul Ellingworth



Preparing us to celebrate the 250th anniversary of
Methodism in Aberdeen in 2009.

Extracts from a paper presented to the
Methodist Identities Conference at Wesley House, Cambridge
on 28 August 2007 by Andrew Stobart

METHODIST IDENTITY IN SCOTLAND: METHODISM AS INFLUENCE

The opening sentence of a small booklet published by the Synod of the Methodist
Church in Scotland in 1989 is: ‘Is there Methodism north of the Border?’” For many
people Scottish Methodism is little more than a footnote in the greater story of
Methodist success in the rest of the British Isles. This feeling is, however, nothing new.
In the early 1800s, the poor state of Methodism in Scotland was treated as something of
a scandal by the rest of the connexion. Jabez Bunting, one of the more significant
Methodist figures to have been involved both sides of the border, gave his own response
to the sharp decline of Methodist membership in Scotland beginning in 1825. [ think if
Methodism in Scotland were put up to auction, it would be the best thing that could
be done with it....Dr. Adam Clarke was similarly concerned: | consider Methodism as
having no hold in Scotland, but in Glasgow and Edinburgh. If all the other Chapels
were disposed of, it would be little loss to pure Methodism... The reputation of
Scottish Methodism has never really recovered from these condemnations, and it was
not only Wesley’s first preachers who spoke of coming to Scotland as an ‘exile’!
Numerous pamphlets in the mid-nineteenth century and since have lamented the state
of the Scottish movement, and publications concerning Methodism north of the border
have attempted to give some explanation for its so-called failure.

However, let us focus on its successes. My hunch is that Methodism in Scotland
represents a norm of Methodist identity, rather than an aberration i.e. the progress of
Methodism in Scotland is full of the trends and impulses we would expect of Methodism
in general - note the suggestion of Andrew Walls that Scottish Methodism may in fact
provide a lens through which we can see more clearly the nature of Methodism in
general.

First, we note that Methodism in Scotland has had a particularly transitory existence.
From a negative aspect of its life it has left a legacy of closed buildings and fading
memories. However, from another angle, it can be seen as a strength. The transitions
of the Methodist Church in Scotland are concealed within official statistics. Member-
ship figures begin in 1767, a good twenty years after the first known Methodist
existence in Scotland, which can be reasonably claimed by Aberdeen. In 1767, 468
members in 5 circuits with 7 preachers. In 1773, 735 in 8 circuits with 8 preachers. It
declined until 1785, when Wesley allowed a number of ordained preachers to minister
in Scotland. Membership then grew to around 1,200 in 10 circuits over the next six
years until a high point of 3,786 in 1819. A sharp decline then brought the membership
nearer 3,000, which set the standard for the foreseeable future and in 2006, the
Scottish District accounted for 2,997 members in 8 circuits. Methodism grew, it
appears, in fits and starts, with membership figures hovering almost erratically round a
fixed point for a number of years before inexplicably jumping to another level.
Standing behind these membership figures are the stories of the genesis, growth,



METHODIST IDENTITY IN SCOTLAND cont.

decline and extinction of countless societies. Some were simply preaching
stations on the route of circuit preachers while others were well established
churches with new buildings. For example in Buckie, a society was formed in
1779 and by the end of the century it had a purpose built Chapel, the first of any
denomination there. The society flourished, but by 1835 it was extinct and the
building sold to the Episcopal Church. In 1850, David Wilson of Aberdeen could
say that Methodism in Buckie was merely a ‘reminiscence of bygone times.’
However, it is certainly not extinct today! There is now a membership of 140 and
a lively congregation. What happened in between? In 1860, James Turner from
Peterhead led a revival which led to rebirth. In the following years a building was
again procured, and the growing congregation moved to the present building in
1907. The Moray Coast churches have all, in fact, benefited from a series of
revivals, mainly in 1860, 1899 and 1921. Around Aberdeen, also, preaching
stations and small societies have come and gone with surprising regularity. Some,
like Newburgh, would never revive, while others, as with Buckie, sprung to life
again, perhaps only to disappear in a few years. The pattern here, then, is of a
strong centre - Aberdeen - around which satellite societies gather and disperse.
Perhaps we can conclude that Methodism in Scotland has existed always as a
direct result of the Spirit’s work. In one sense, of course, this is nothing less than
a definition of all church existence. But in another sense, it is particularly true of
the trends we have observed. Methodism has not been ashamed to come and go
and, mostly, has not necessarily lingered in a place after its life has faded.
Where it has existed, then, it has done so as a vital presence of God’s kingdom
activity. The trend of Methodism in Scotland has been to feed into the wider
evangelical church. As such, Methodism in Scotland has tended to be, and to an
extent still is, a movement rather than a denomination.

This, of course, is not a particularly novel statement. However, the history of the
Christian church in Scotland makes Methodism’s place within that history specially
interesting. Scotland is famed for its Presbyterian heritage, and at the time of
Methodism’s arrival to Scotland, this was at its height. Little under a century
later, however, the Scottish Church was in the throes of Disruption of 1843. The
clash was between the Moderates and the Evangelicals, and there was a real
evangelical awakening which coincided with more structural issues. The tide was
turning, and the latter half of the nineteenth century saw seismic shifts in the
theological landscape of Scotland. The Evangelicals and the Methodists held each
other in high regard in the years leading up to the Disruption and when it came
there was an initial euphoria from the Methodist people. There was obviously a
sense of initial comradeship between the two, developing from a shared sense of
calling and commitment to the evangelical cause. There were implications,
however, for the Methodist societies and many who had been part of Methodist
congregations before the Disruption went over to the Free Church after it. For
some, Methodist structure had not sat well with their ingrained Presbyterianism,
and so the opportunity to go to an evangelical church with a Presbyterian
structure was highly favourable. Methodism was able to contribute to the
spiritual awakening of Scotland because it was a movement rather than a
denomination, and was not so narrow-minded as to only look to its own affairs.



Which leads us, finally, to note just a couple of concrete instances in which the
Methodists in Scotland impacted the wider church. The first is hymnody which
Andrew Walls «calls ‘an indirect and wunrecognized legacy of a tiny
Methodist enterprise’. In the late 1700’s Sir Archibald Grant had hired a
discharged soldier named Thomas Channon to lead singing at the church in
Monymusk. On a visit to Aberdeen in 1761, Wesley was invited to hear the choir,
and commented that they sung with ‘such voices ... that | doubt whether they could
have been excelled at any cathedral in England’. Soon, the singing at Monymusk
spread to the established churches in Aberdeen itself, and a tradition was born.

Another tradition attributed to the Methodists, at least in the North East of
Scotland, was the holding of evening services. Methodist societies began to hold
regular meetings on Sunday evenings, so as to avoid clashing with the Episcopalians
in the city. These, however, became so popular that the other churches decided to
follow suit, and moved their usual afternoon services to a time later in the day.

In conclusion, then, let me offer a brief assessment. Methodism in Scotland has nev-
er been strong numerically and has remained at the margins of Scottish Church life
but it displays a remarkable strength of character and the ebb and flow of Method-
ism reveals an attentiveness to the Spirit’s movement, and often a
willingness to go to places where no other denomination has gone before.

At its best, then, Methodism in Scotland has existed as a movement, with an
influence far broader than its membership. It has remained true to its calling, to
spread scriptural holiness through the land, and to set forth the demands and
privileges of the Christian life.

Finally, we may note the challenge of this history for Methodist identity today.
What would Methodism look like if it sought to be a movement rather than a
denomination, a transitory community intent on establishing the Kingdom where the
Spirit is at work rather than holding on to past reminiscences? At the very least, we
would have recovered one sense of what Methodist identity might be: a people living
in Christ, not for the sake of ourselves, but for the world.

All quotations and references are acknowledged and can be sourced from the
complete paper which can be seen at www.aberdeenmethodist.org.uk/ScottishMethodism.pdf
© Andrew Stobart 2007




OAK NEWS
Organisation of Aberdeen Kirks

O.A K. has had a busy end to the year with the Shoebox Appeal and

Christmas Lunches.

At the AGM of Cornerstone Community Care on 8" October the Oak Café
was presented with their Social Responsibility Award for
providing volunteering opportunities for people with disabilities. It has
been a great pleasure and privilege to help those who have come to us as

they have brought their own skills to the Café.

Oak will continue with Special Lunches next year and if anyone would like
to suggest a Charity to be considered for some funding please speak to

anyone at the Café.

We have been able to keep the Café open since the new kitchen was
installed because some of our staff have covered many extra shifts for
which we are most grateful. If we could find a few more volunteers it
would spread the load, especially at holiday periods. If you would like to

join us, if only as an occasional ‘relief’, please speak to Daphne or Betty.

The Café will be closed after the Christmas Lunches until early January

when we look forward to seeing you all again.
We wish all our Customers and Staff a Happy Christmas and New Year.

A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY: Thursday, February 14™ 2008 -
A special OAK lunch to raise funds for St Peter, Achimota.

Malcolm Steel Treasuwrer



I wasn’t with the shepherds

Nor saw the heavenly light

I heard no angel voices :
Nor shivered there with fright, Anotheer dl?é)ignms 1:1? rtT; : rchive
Yet still I hear the message, Methodist Recorder

It rings out loud and clear

With peace on earth goodwill to men

Who are to God most dear.

I wasn’t with the wise men
Who came from lands afar,

I do not know how many

Were guided by the star.

But just to know they journeyed
To offer gifts so rare

Is proof that more than magic
Was in the stable bare.

I wasn’t with the dear ones

Who first caressed the babe

Nor near the docile dumb ones
Who stood there mutely grave.
And now again comes Christmas
Lord give me grace to see

That kneeling round that manger
There is a place for me

Stanley Leyland

LEAFLETING CROWN TERRACE NEIGHBOURHOOD

This year, we will be distributing leaflets around the Crown Terrace ar-
ea jointly with Crown Terrace Baptist Church and Gilcomston South
Church. There will be a sign-up sheet in the foyer nearer the time, but
we intend to do this on Monday 17" December. We will meet at 5.15pm
for food, before heading out at around 6.30pm. The aim is to hand the
leaflets out personally and invite local residents to our Christmas
services. There may be other leaflets to distribute during the day if you
can't make an evening but would like to help. For more information,
please contact Andrew Stobart



DATE

TIME

EVENT

ANY OTHER

INFORMATION
Sunday December 2™ 18.30 Advent_Servwe ofpr.ayer, Andrew Stobart
worship and reflections
19.00 A Christmas
Saturday 8" December to Celebration!
21.00 Invite your friends
Sunday, December 9 11.00 Family Christmas Service Michael Dyer
After .
th ) . Round the Neigh-
Sunday, December 16 evening Carol Singing bourhood
service
Sunday, December 1 60 20.00 The Learig Orchestra Christmas In aid of
Concert Osonodompe
Monday, December 17" | 17.15 Leaflet distribution See (iletalls on
previous page
NB there will be
Sunday, December 23™ 11.00 Carol Service NO
evening service
Christmas Eve 23.30 Christmas Eve Service
Christmas Day 11.00 Family Service
Sunday, January 6™ 2008 | 11.00 Covenant Service Andrew Renshaw
Sunday, January 13" 18.30 OAK Service
th OAK Service for the Week of
Sunday, January 20 11.00 Prayer for Christian Unity
th Joint service with
Sunday, January 27 18.30 Crown Terrace Baptists Andrew Staobart
Sunday 13t April 2008 18.30 OAK Service Songs of Praise: - with the

the Scottish Dimension

Acclamations




