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FROM THE MANSE

Dear friends in Christ,

What an exciting year! For me it has been one of ups and downs having had two
operations and another one looming. I think back to when I said those words in the
covenant service with you: “Let me be laid aside for you”. You would think that
being laid aside has no merit, but I learned very quickly just how important the
friendships are within the life of the family at Crown Terrace. We have shared so
much joy and sadness together in the last year. My prayer for the advent season and
Christmas is that we will all be uplifted once more as we celebrate the message of the
Saviour’s birth.

This will be Sean Turner’s last Christmas in the circuit, so as he makes his
preparations to leave us next year, please pray that he will find a position in America.
The Circuit leadership team have been working hard on preparing profiles and
hopefully by the time you read this we may have the name of a prospective minister to
replace Sean.

I am encouraged by all the organisations and activities within the Church, not least the
special moments we have had in celebrating the 250 years of Methodism in
Aberdeen. You will probably read elsewhere that we still have some way to go in
raising the £25,000 that has been spent on repairs and maintenance in both the Church
and manse. Gift envelopes for this are still available from the stewards and it would
be amazing if we could reach this target before 2010.

Our mission as a fellowship continues into a new decade and as I take this opportunity
to wish you a happy and peaceful Christmas, I ask that you would take some time to
reflect on all that God has done for us. However there is still a lot for us to do so this
Christmas, if you haven’t already done so, mend a quarrel, build peace, (continue to
pray for peace in Afghanistan and that our serving soldiers can soon come home), seek
out a forgotten friend, write that letter you are always meaning to, encourage youth,
keep a promise, forgo a grudge, forgive an enemy, listen, be gentle, laugh a little,
welcome a stranger, take pleasure in the beauty of the earth, speak of your love for
Jesus, speak it again.

We can’t even begin to sing O Come all Ye faithful until and unless we understand
some of the applications to our lives. The Bethlehem of today is no longer a hillside
cave but any place where we can create the values of that cave to bring Christ anew to
others. It is my privilege in sharing that task with you.

God Bless you all

Kevv
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DOREEN WALLS
on October 1112009

BIRTHS
On 7™ October to On 14" November to
Mike and Ginny Bayman-Black Judith (née Dalton) & Clovis Younger
a daughter, Martha Elizabeth, a daughter, Anna Constance,
a sister for Laylah a sister for Joe and Jake

Congratulations to
Kathryn Milne
on being awarded her PhD in Ancient History
from the University of Pennsylvania.
She is now teaching Latin and Greek at
Millersville University near Philadelphia.

Congratulations to
Douglas and Helen Smith
who were married at CTM by
Rev. Fred James on
27th December 1944
and this year celebrate their
65th Wedding Anniversary



REPORT FROM THE CHURCH TREASURER

It is not a good time financially for many people and organisations,
including Crown Terrace Methodist Church. It was necessary to incur
substantial expenditure recently for repairs and refurbishment of the
Church and Manse. So the Finance and Property Committee
recommended, and the Church Council confirmed in early September,
that there should be a special "250 appeal" to the congregation this year
to raise a sum of £25,000. The appeal was launched at the Harvest
Festival, but as of 15 November the amount received 1s £8,785. It seems
likely that the appeal will fall far short of its target unless some action is
taken, so we should expect to hear more on this in the next few months.
The money is needed. But we will get through with God's Grace.

The average amount received in Sunday collections and adjusted
donations (excluding those given to the 250 appeal) over the six week
period from 6 September to 11 October 2009 was £969. The average
weekly collection for the whole year up to 31 August 2008 reported in
the last Christmas Newsletter was £1,015.

I became Church Treasurer in mid September and am still feeling my
way. We all owe a substantial debt of gratitude to Barbara Cresswell
who was an outstanding treasurer for many years. | am also grateful for
the help she has given me on taking over.

Jack Hubbuck

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

TABLE TENNIS TRIO

Crown Terrace Table Tennis goes from strength to strength with 3 teams
playing in the Aberdeen league this season

Our "A" team has been significantly bolstered by newcomers Martin
Richens, and David Low, both recent returners to the game after a break.
The team currently leads Division 1 and is strongly tipped to take the
title.

The "B" team has a challenging year having been recently promoted
from Division 2. Going down 9-1 to our own "A" team was an illustration
of both "A" team fire power and the leap in standard in Division 1.
Survival will be their aim.

Team "C" consists entirely of newcomers, and as expected they are
finding the competitive game tough; awaiting their first win of the season.
With fourteen players active in competitions, the club is stronger than at
any time in its history.



DOREEN WALLS

The tribute by Paul Ellingworth given at the thanksgiving service for Doreen’s life.

Pauline and | have had the privilege of knowing Doreen and Andrew for just
over 50 years - more than half of Doreen’s long life. The circumstances of
our first meeting were characteristic of her open-hearted hospitality. At
Doreen’s request, Andrew walked across Cambridge to the temporary home
from which, as a newly-married couple, we were soon to sail for West
Africa, and invited us to a meal from which, apart from the distant sound of
baby Andrew crying, we recall the warmth of Doreen’s welcome - a warmth
that, among a host of visitors, some unexpected, we remember from the
time of our arrival in Aberdeen, and on many later occasions. Doreen always
put others before herself.

Over the years, we caught glimpses of even earlier times: of a childhood in
rural Kent, in which electricity was a luxury, but families were close, and
children free to roam; of Doreen as a young woman in wartime, doing
important work and meeting interesting people - including Andrew.

Then came our own memories of Doreen, as a gentle, unobtrusive but
completely rounded person: living a devoted Christian life at home and in
the church; keeping in touch, personally and by letter, with friends near and
far; singing (about which Daphne will speak in a moment); loving animals
(including the long-mourned Chloe), birds (including one family of gulls
which she could trace down the generations), plants (her green
fingers, it seemed, could grow anything from anything); and delicious
marmalade; but most of all people, for some of whom, including young
Andrew, she invented amusing nicknames.

But of course the greatest single human factor in Doreen’s life was her bond
with Andrew, of whom Andrew himself will speak with the courage we
admire in him. Their relationship was at times not without creative tension,
because of the pressures of Andrew’s work. Doreen once said to me, with
scarcely even an overtone of complaint: "He says he puts me first ... but
something always comes up.” For most couples, that would have been a
contradiction, but for Doreen both parts were equally true. In times of
separation, the bond was renewed by daily letters; on other
occasions by poems, not for publication; and at the last in weeks of vigil by
her side.

In these last days, Doreen has been called a saint. We don’t canonise
individuals in Methodism, but we rejoice today with Andrew, Christine,
Alan, and young Andrew that she has now at last been gathered to the
communion of the saints in light.



A LETTER FROM JOHN PRIMROSE

Dear Crown Terrace,

It has been a long time and | thought it would be good to write a quick missive
and let you know what one of your alumni is currently up to. | just returned to
the UK after around 3 and a half years in Sudan, most recently working for
Medair as their Country Director for the Southern region. It was an amazing
experience, as was the previous years in Afghanistan, Pakistan and previously
to that in Mission East in Brussels (where Ruth Faber is currently working). One
of the great privileges of the last 7 years has been being able to work with
groups of really inspiring Christians across these countries in supporting the
most needy in really difficult areas of the world. A friend and head of
a government donor agency once commented to me that organisations which
have a basis of faith seem to not get disconcerted by the impossible, and | think
that kind of commitment is what makes organisations like Medair and Mission
East really valuable in these challenging areas. In addition to the great
organisations | have been able to work with it’s also been a huge privilege to
work with the Sudanese and those in Afghanistan and Pakistan. The capacity of
the human spirit always amazes; the ability to cope with a huge amount of
difficulty but still get up, smile, support and care for family and community and
work and hope for something better in the future. It’s been amazing to in some
small way assist in that process.

Now I'm studying a masters in Development Studies in Cambridge where | will
be until July next year. I'm not sure what is next and where but | hope to
continue to serve developing countries in Africa and Asia. The countries in
which | have worked will continue to be in my prayers of course, as will the
organisations | have had the honour of working with. | would ask that you keep
them in your prayers too.

Very much looking forward to catching up with some of you around Christmas,

With love,

Johwv



DO YOouU BELIEVE IN ATHEISM?

If anyone claims to have been an atheist, I was. Raised in the USSR, at the
age of 18, I had, just as my classmates and friends, no idea whether there
was God, what the Bible was, or what the Calvary was. I seriously
suspected the last one to be a sort of exotic food! When I saw my granny
light a candle in front of her home icon, I ridiculed her.

Yet, as the term of my compulsory army service approached, I faced a
chance of being sent to Afghanistan. I perceived it as a prospect for a fast
return home, in a zinc box. This was the way hundreds of other boys
returned home from those scary mountains. Death can hardly intimidate a
teenager, much less an atheist teenager. What I was afraid of was
something beyond death — even though I knew not what it was. I felt
guilty and unprepared to go there, so I had to stay alive at all costs! I left
home and hid myself in my friend's summer house until the army's
summer recruiting term was over. This term was known to be the most
dangerous one for the new recruits, as most of them were sent straight to
war. Officers made several visits at my home with no success.

When I finally left my refuge and reported to the army office, I knew that
Afghanistan was still a possibility, and I had to find a way to handle my
anxiety. All of a sudden, I got an idea: I have to buy a little crucifix to
wear on my neck at all times. This would, I felt, protect me in case I die. It
would indicate, I reasoned, that I deserve some mercy. The idea felt so
brilliant and brought complete peace into my soul.

Years later, those events still puzzle me as I look back at them. I had not
been exposed to anything Christian — whether the Word or worship service
or church fellowship. Where did the idea of the little cross come from? It
couldnt come out of a thin air, since I would then reject it as an alien
intruder. No, it came from within my atheist being — which was really a
Russian Orthodox atheist variety.

Therefore, I doubt proper atheists exist at all. There are only those who
haven't yet been scared enough, but their day will come.

Sasha Prokhorov
a student of theology

PLEASE HAVE CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
THE NEXT NEWSLETTER TO ANNE OR
KATHERINE BY SUNDAY
9™ MAY 2010



VISIT FROM MEMBERS OF ST. PETER, NEW ACHIMOTA, ACCRA

Although the UK visa authorities saw fit to refuse visitor visas to nine of
the twelve proposed delegation from St Peter, those who came, the minister,
Reverend Michael Bossman, and the two sisters, Ernestina (Tina) and Lucy
Eduful, proved more than competent ambassadors for our sister church; and
although the showers of blessing were somewhat OTT to the extent we spent
the first forty eight hours explaining that the monsoon was truly exceptional and
that the sun did shine in these benighted climes, the travellers betrayed no
emotion other than of being happy to be here. The compensation was the
experience of a double rainbow at the old Roman fortification at Braco, near
Dunblane, which emphasised that at least one covenant relationship was being
faithfully fulfilled by the gracious giver.

The programme was organised to ensure that as many people from
CTM who wished to participate in the visit had the opportunities so to do,
principally through the week-end away at Dunblane, the Scottish Night,
complete with haggis and neeps, and an open invitation to a reception held by
Dot and Willie Primrose. Of these events it could safely be concluded that a good
time was had by all! Not that the visitors didnt sing for their fish suppers:
Michael Bossman led two bible studies and preached at CTM, Tina and Lucy
worked with the singing group on David’s arrangement of a Twi chorus, which
we all learned, Tina demonstrated a variety of Ghanaian dances, the sisters
shared their thoughts with our Women’s Fellowship, and the three of them took
part in devotions with the Women's Fellowship at Buckie.

Douglas Paterson did a great job in organising a trip round the centre of
Aberdeen, including a sea-washed stormy venture to the lighthouse, a day out in
Edinburgh (delayed by flooding on the line), and an officially guided tour round
Aberdeen University, followed by St Machar Cathedral. Bob Kelley and Douglas
put in a shift taking the party out for a day on Deeside, lowland and highland.
Willie Primrose introduced the group to the NHS and Woodend Hospital,
following a tour round Duthie Park winter gardens in an attempt to escape the
vicious weather, and an all too short lunch with Anne and Jack Hubbuck. Time
was also found to visit each of the churches on the Moray Coast - we thank our
friends there for the warmth of the various receptions, and Douglas took Tina to
Peterhead on the final afternoon to complete the circuit.

It is, perhaps, invidious to single out names for special thanks, given the
contributions made by so many people, but Joan and Bob @rskov and Isobel and
Douglas Paterson proved hosts to our guests beyond the call of duty, which
consolidated the success of the entire enterprise. We are reminded that
hospitality lies at the heart of the gospel and oils the realisation of Christian
community.



On the eve of departure a wrap-up meeting was held between
our guests and the Ghana co-ordinating committee. Ways were
discussed in which we might deepen our covenant relationship from a
greater and a more specific sharing of prayers in worship to the
possibility of a joint service through video technology. Considerably
gratitude was expressed regarding CTM's assistance in building a manse
for St Peter, but we must now revive, must we not, our efforts to help
them complete their church building.

Oh, I nearly forgot: from initial amusement with the continual
offers of tea Michael Bossman has become a convert to that peerless
beverage!

Michael Dyer




WHAT ABERDEEN METHODISM MEANS TO ME
IN THE LIFE OF THE CITY

I begin by considering what Methodism means to me
Above all it is the Acceptance and Articulation of the Gospel.
However all Christian denominations would hold by this. So what distinguishes
Methodism?
For me the three features are;
- the importance accorded to the social context in which the Gospel is preached and
which the Gospel challenges us to address.
Wesley.....'Do all the good you can

in all the ways you can

to all the souls you can

in every place you can

at all the times you can

with all the zeal you can

as long as ever you can!'
It was this commitment that led Methodists to be key figures in the reform
movements in the 19" and 20™ Centuries and to be central to the establishment of the
Trades Unions, the Labour Party and the Salvation Army. It’s why some Trades
Unions still call their branches Chapels and why it has been said that 'British
Socialism owes more to Methodism than Marx'.
Its a tremendous legacy and which presents a real challenge to live up to.

- the emotional as well as the intellectual/cerebral form of the

commitment............... that as our 'hearts are strangely warmed' as well as our brains
being tested!
- the importance given to music and song......... 'Born in Song'............ this links to

the emotional commitment.

If that’s what Methodism means to me what does ABERDEEN Methodism mean to
me?
My thoughts on this are various.

- how would we define Aberdeen Methodism? Is it a form of worship? I've
worshipped in Methodist Churches all over the UK and abroad. They have been very
different and each seems to have drawn on the local worship in other Christian
communities within that area. Our worship has changed over the time we've been
members at Crown Terrace and that was quite different from our experience in
Peterhead.

- 1s it about the witness of the church in the City? My experience here is very
interesting. I have found that the witness of many of our members is well known in
particular (and different) parts of the community but the witness of the church as a
whole and even its location or, at worst, its existence is much less well known.



- in historical terms a number of former Methodist ministers have made a major
impact e.g. Duncan McCallum and his son Daniel and David Cargill and his wife.
However none of them came from Aberdeen and their greatest works were (far)
outwith the City.

Andrew has taken us through this history in great detail and demonstrated that the
experience in Aberdeen is probably true of the Methodist church in Scotland as a
whole.

- from a very personal perspective Aberdeen Methodists (and the wider Christian
community in the City) have been a constant source of support to me...not least on
the occasions when the going has been rougher!

Looking forward.....we can pose the question as to how our Church might have
greater impact in the community.

Aberdeen and the wider North East is generally a good place to stay with high
employment levels, generally good health, good housing, high educational levels
etc. But.................. it has its down sides too.

- the prosperity is 'ill pairtit', unequally divided, and we have one of the widest
ranges from poverty to wealth of any area in the UK.
- there are down sides to the prosperity

Materialism/Mammon

Me (and only me matters)

Methadone (substance misuse at horrendous levels and affecting all social
classes and leading to crime)

Moaning (lack of Grace)
Are these issues we can and should address and if so how?

We have 250 years of loyal witness

The greater impact may have been achieved by individuals rather than by the
church

We have a Church which in many ways is healthy and rejuvenating

We have a City with crying needs

We have a stated commitment to Praise, Hope and Love.

On our 250th Anniversary we should give thanks for all that has been achieved and
challenge ourselves as to what more we need to do or what we need to do
differently if we wish to increase our impact in our joint mission of preaching the
Word and to meet the needs of our brothers and sisters in the City and further
afield.

Douglas Paterson



DUNBLANE 2009

Friday got off to an “interesting” start with Barry and Bob presenting two very
different interpretations on contracts followed by a discussion session. This was an
opportunity to challenge or reinforce the interpretations presented by Barry and Bob.

Saturday started off “wet” with everybody being split into three groups such that they
could be rotated through the three morning activities; craft, singing and discussion.

The craft activity coordinated by Joan and Jayne, gave everybody an opportunity to
exercise their creative side, specifically the resident farmers in our congregation, Bob
and Graham. Although there were some reluctant participants, the result was an |
nteresting and eye-catching mix of creative interpretations of covenants.

The singing was coordinated by David, where the opportunity was taken to teach
members of the congregation new songs using his musical talents and expertise.

The discussion, “contract vs covenants” was coordinated by myself. The intent of
this discussion was to provide everybody an opportunity to express their
understanding and facilitate further discussion. Not knowing what to expect, it was
particularly interesting to hear the different views and hearing how these related back
to the previous nights presentation and discussion on contracts. Each group brought
different views with individual members having polar opposite opinions at times!

During the afternoon we were blessed with a break in the weather, where some of us
enjoyed a walk through the forest and a short train ride back to Dunblane. Those that

visited the Roman ruins were treated to a magnificent double rainbow.

Saturday evening was an opportunity to have a little fun with sketches, recitals and
singing. Our congregation is blessed with many talented members!

Sunday morning got off to an early start with a communion service in the little stone
chapel, followed by a well presented discussion by Scott on the old and new

covenants.

Sadly the weekend had to come to an end, following a service in the recreation room,
we all packed up and headed for home.

It was a most enjoyable weekend with many memorable moments.

Sean Van der Post



Watching the concert, Dunblane, Saturday, October 24

Giving a hand up — not a hand out
We are all familiar with Fairtrade shopping and its success continues to grow.
However, there are also other ways to make a difference without even leaving
home. For more than 18 months | have been buying office supplies from an
amazing company called WildHearts. Based in Nairn, and founded by
mountaineer Mick Jackson (who won Top Scot and Entrepreneur of the year
2007) Wildhearts sells everything from pens and rulers to desks and bookcases
with everything in between, like printer cartridges. What makes this company
different is that ALL of the profits go to fund micro financing projects in Ghana,
mostly to women. Even the costs of the charity have been underwritten by
Mick’s other companies.
The Wildhearts charity sets up Trust groups in communities, gives 6 weeks of
business training and then issues the first loans to seed small businesses such as
soap making and fabric dying. You can find out much more about the difference
Wildhearts has made from their website, www.wildheartsinaction.org. The
stories are so humbling. Women have been able to feed and educate their
children and afford medical care and the mutual support of the Trust groups has
even reduced domestic violence.
The prices are really competitive and the service is fantastic. | have placed an
order at 5.00pm and had it delivered at 9.30am the next day. So have a look and
do think about using them — and if you like them spread the word!

Alix Thom



ABERDEEN FAIRTRADE NEWS

Our New Premises — Can You Help?

Our new premises are wonderful: we have plenty of space and can create
really attractive displays that are seen by many more people. There is a lot
more passing trade than we used to have and in the run-up to Christmas I'm
sure many more people will be attracted by the wide range of Fair Trade
goods available. There is just one problem. With our longer opening hours,
we find we really need some extra volunteers to help us provide good service
to our customers. The shop is open from 10 to 5, Monday to Saturday. If
you can offer a regular three and a half hours, either morning or afternoon,
Norma Anderson would be particularly pleased to hear from you. The shop
telephone number is 645650. Your help would really be appreciated.

Future Campaigning in the City

We have recently sent off our application to the Fairtrade Foundation to
renew Aberdeen’s status as a Fairtrade City. I can’t think of any reason why
renewal might be refused, but it doesn’t do to be too complacent, especially
since one of the requirements is that we make every effort to build
increasing awareness of Fairtrade through events, particularly in Fairtrade
Fortnight. The post of Fairtrade Co-ordinator is now completely unfunded
and we are working on a very small reserve, which is unsustainable. This
means that future events will have to be very well supported and enabled by
a pool of volunteers. In theory we have this pool, in practice it has proved
difficult to mobilize. Next year’s Fairtrade Fortnight will be held from 22"
February to 7" March and the theme is “Swap to Fairtrade”. If you want to
be involved in planning and delivering Fortnight events, there are several
ways to get in touch - through the email link, networking site, phone
number below or even in person at the Fair Trade Aberdeen shop. Whether
we actually celebrate Fairtrade Fortnight in Aberdeen at
all next year is now really up to you.

www.fairtrade.org.uk

www.scottishfairtradeforum.org.uk

Contact: Sue Good
mailto:sue@aberdeenfairtrade.org.uk
http://granitecityfairtrade.ning.com
07855 154527




OAK NEWS
Organisation of Aberdeen Kirks

O.A.K. would like to thank everyone who contributed to our Shoebox
Appeal. This year we made up 146 boxes and these are now on their way
to Eastern Europe. Our Christmas celebrations continue with the Lunches
on Wednesday 16" & Thursday 17" December.

We had a very successful lunch on Thursday, November 12" which was
very well supported and we were able to donate £1,000 to the Scottish
Bible Society.

1th

Our next Special Lunch is on Thursday, 11" February 2010 and will be in

aid of Crossroads Care.

We look forward to seeing you at one of these events and wish you all a
very Blessed Christmas and a Peaceful New Year.

Malcolm A. Steel.

Paul Ellingworth found this snippet in Aberdeen University Library and asks:
‘Can you guess the author?” He gives two clues:
1. He lived a long way from Aberdeen
2. He wrote over 900 poems, but is best known for his novels

ABERDEEN
(April: 1905)
And wisdom & knowledge shall be the stability of thy times - ISAIAH XXXiIl 6

| looked and thought, ‘All is too gray and cold

To wake my place-enthusiasms of old!’
Till a voice passed: ‘Behind the granite mien
Lurks the imposing beauty of a Queen.’
| looked anew; and saw the radiant form
Of her who soothes in stress, who steers in storm,
On the grave influence of whose eyes sublime
Men count for the stability of the time.

ApJeH sewoy [, :Jomsuy



ANY OTHER

DATE TIME EVENT INFORMATION
Dedication of commemorative
11.00 plaque at Queen Street Church to| NO SERVICE AT
Sunday, November 29" ‘ mark the site where the earliest CT™M
First in Advent Methodist society worshipped
6.30 Howard Marshall
Prayer Meeting , "Prayer and
Friday, December 4" 19:30 |[Presents" led by Howard. Mince
pies to be arranged!
Sunday, December 6™ 3.30- UNIS?;:OE;?;S siciil}?{;léght- Mannofield Church,
unday, Lece 4.45 USIEW Great Western Road
Acclamations
Sunday, December 1 3th International Bring and Share
Lunch
Sunday, December 13" 18.30 OAK Service
Wednesday/Thursday, : OAK Café¢ at
December 16"/17™" Christmas Lunches St Marks
Friday, December 18" 2.00 Carol singing at Woodend Meet at West View
: 23.00 Coffee and mince pies
Christmas Eve 23.30 Christmas Eve Service
Christmas Day 11.00 Family Service
Sunday, January 3" 2010 | 11.00 Covenant Service
Joint Service with St Marks
Sunday, January 17" 11.00 for the Week of at Crown Terrace
Prayer for Christian Unity
: : Offering in aid of
Sunday, 14™ March 6.30pm OAK Songs of Praise with the Scottish Bible

Acclamations at CTM

Society




