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FROM THE MAINSE

Dear friends in Christ,

As | write this letter | have just been informed that Isobel Ackers has accepted
the invitation to come and be a minister in the circuit, and take pastoral charge of
Peterhead. As you can imagine this will, for the first time in a number of years,
give us some stability within the circuit. | am certainly looking forward to less
travelling. Martin and Ann Keenan appear to be settling in well on the Moray
Coast and already things are beginning to change.

However as we look forward to Christmas and the new year ahead we are
reminded that, as people of God, we are a pilgrim people who in faith trust in
Him for all that is to come. The District Development Team are exploring the way
forward for Methodists in Scotland in the light of ever dwindling resources and as
far as | know looking to see how we might be able to do things differently in
terms of our collective ministry together. In England and Wales this has meant
larger circuits, but here in Scotland we are not bound to follow. The world we
know is changing at a rapid pace.

Undoubtedly the austere programme of government cuts will have an impact on
all of us, yet we are reminded that Jesus is the same yesterday today and
forever and is with us constantly.

As Christmas approaches once more we will focus on the birth of Jesus. The
manger is always a part of the Christmas celebrations and speaks strongly of
the God who is with us. It is all very miraculous but it is vitally important that we
have a God who is not removed but is here with us. The fact that God became
human in Jesus Christ offers us tremendous comfort and is God’s way of getting
alongside us in all our joys as well as our sorrows.

Yet the story of Christmas does not end in the birth of a baby; it is continued with
the cross and the empty tomb. These images of hope enable us to press on; the
manger, the cross and the empty tomb affirm again and again God’s love to us .
A love in every situation and in every age making sense of life and hope for the
future.

May that Love be real to you at Christmas and always.

Every Blessing

Kevw
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On Sunday August 15th
Gideon Gwanzuwang
son of Samuel & Belinda Elisha

On Sunday October 17th
Beulah Amara
daughter of Stanley & Treasure Mmervife

BAPTISMS

Congratulations to ENGAGEMENT

Judith Herbert & Colin Wallace

who announced their engagement on
Wednesday, November 17"

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
FOLLOWING NONAGENARIANS

George Smart was go on August 28"

Beryl Booth was 91 on September 30"
Joe Smith was 92 on August 10"

DEATHS
On July 4", very suddenly, On Saturday, September 4" at
Alan Stewart Fairview House, Bridge of Don
a loyal member and friend Arunda Peters
Ir serchus cof am Gymraes
On Thursday, August 19" in croesawus
Tunbridge Wells (In loving memory of an
Doris Le Poidevin aged 100 hospitable Welshwoman)

a past member and faithful
friend of CTM I am the resurrection and the life



REPORT FROM THE CHURCH TREASURER

The accounts for last year show that we avoided incurring the large deficit that I had
feared six months earlier. Most important was that collections and donations given by
the congregation averaged slightly above our target of £1000 a week. There had been
particular concern as to how we could meet the cost of the unavoidable repairs to our
Church roof. Thanks to the 250 appeal, which realised £17,849 (plus any gift aid tax
refund), a rebate on the Church’s Circuit Assessment and the arrival of a long overdue
District grant, we were able to do this. We thank God for the generosity of our members

in achieving this.

I repeat the standard treasurer’s request. If you have not done so, please join the
envelope scheme for weekly collections (see Alex Sim) or set up a monthly standing
order to pay your collection directly into the Church account (see myself). Most
important if you pay income tax, please fill in a “Gift Aid” form, which is very
straightforward, and you don’t even have to sign it (forms are in the Church porch or see

Jackie Moat). We obtained a tax refund of £14,219 for last year and it would be more if

everyone eligible completed the form.

Finally thanks to members of the Finance and Property Committee for their help,

particularly Barbara Cresswell, Jackie Moat and Nigel Herbert.

Jack Hubbuck
Church Treasurer

What can I give Him, poor as [ am?

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;
If I were a Wise Man, [ would do my part;
Yet what I can I give Him: give my heart




ST PETER - GHANA LINK

In Ghana, where ministerial staffing is centrally directed, it is the norm for ministers to
serve in an appointment for only two years, and they are often moved with only two or
three weeks notice. This year the Very Reverend Michael Bossman, who last year
visited us, has left St Peter to become the full-time General Director of the Board of
Ministries at headquarters. He has been replaced at St Peter by the Very Reverend Phil-
ip Mintah, an experienced minister who will be able to devote all his energies to the

church.

Progress is being made on the church building. The basement is now mostly completed
and includes an area set aside for a library, for which Ernestina Eduful, who also visited
us in 2009, is a driving force. Crown Terrace has made a modest donation towards the
initial purchase of books. A successful fund-raising harvest was held early in
November, a number of members have sponsored pillars which will support the roof of

the sanctuary. It is an ambitious project and we wish them well.

Crown Terrace, at the prompting of the Women’s Fellowship, is
helping to establish a scholarship fund, which will help to finance

clever but poor children through senior secondary school. It has

been agreed with St Peter’s Leaders Meeting that it be named after
Mrs. Doreen Walls. Currently, our women are committed to .gi‘t
sending a girl to Wesley Girls Senior Secondary School, Accra, and

reports indicate she is making good progress. iennifer

It was decided between our two societies that each year we should devote the first
Sunday in November to renewing our Covenant, which we duly observed this year.
Meantime, we should remember to pray for each other, asking that the Holy Spirit will

minister to our differing needs and deepen our mutual fellowship.

Michael Dyer



Methodists in Miission Today

When in 1962 Colin Morris published his book The End of the Missionary?, 1 was a
missionary myself, so I naturally felt a bit threatened. I hoped the question mark in the
title would remain in place.

Almost half a century later, a great deal has changed. The Methodist Church in Britain
and Ireland no longer sends out missionaries to convert and lead: it sends out "mission
partners" to help and support "partner churches"; many of these are growing more
rapidly than churches in Britain decline. The expulsion some years ago of missionaries
from that troubled country Burma (Myanmar) was followed by a great increase in the
number of Christians. Worldwide, there are now about four times as many Christians as
there were in 1900.

In Africa, as those responsible for our relationships with African churches have
expressed it:

Today, most Methodist Churches in Africa are autonomous, large, influential and
mature. They are led by African clergy and lay people.! Like the continent as a whole
they have enormous spiritual resources and also face huge economic and social
challenges. Our partnership is a rich sharing of people, resources and insights.

So what, after the end of the missionary, does this "rich sharing of people"
involve? Another statement from headquarters puts the challenge like this:

Our Partner Churches around the world are always looking for people, both
lay and ordained, who have professional skills to serve with them in their
mission. For example, secondary school teachers, medical and development
workers, administrators, managers, accountants, ministers and theological
lecturers.

Could God be calling you to serve overseas?

A mission partner is someone who feels called by God to service in another part
of the world ... for a period of at least one year, accountable to the receiving
church.

That receiving church could be almost anywhere. We are in partnership with thirteen
African churches, and many more in Asia and the Pacific, Latin America, and even Eu-
rope. Our own church, as we know, has a long-term covenant with a church in Ghana,
and many personal links. Members of our church have strong personal links with
churches overseas. Nor should we forget our own Andrew Walls” work (among so much
else) since 2002 as General Editor of the Methodist Missionary Society History Project
in association with the Scottish Institute for Missionary Studies. All this is in addition to
the excellent work of MRDF, the Methodist Relief and Development Fund, less directly
related to partner churches.



But we may feel that God is not calling us to serve overseas, at least not just now. We
can still join in the worldwide fellowship of prayer, for which the Methodist Prayer
Handbook is a tremendous resource. The Methodist Missionary Society publishes an
annual report, a few copies of which are floating around, and more can be obtained by
telephoning 01722 235962, or by going on line to www.methodistpublishing.org.uk, and
quoting code GA700. Another mine of information is the Mission Matters magazine
(code DL406), the autumn issue of which will be available soon. Both these publications
are mines of information on how British Methodism is helping churches overseas.

And of course all this, especially in these hard times, calls for sacrificial giving. The
World Mission Fund has a secure online donation service through justgiving, and a
proportion of our church’s giving also supports it. This is not just another charity: it is
our church.

The end of the missionary may have come, but the end of mission is nowhere in sight.

Paul Ellingworth

!Peter Stephens, Methodist Bishop in The Gambia, is a rare if notable exception.

¢

RESPONSES TO “WORSHIPPING TOGETHER” WHICH APPEARED IN THE
PENTECOST ISSUE OF THE CHURCH MAGAZINE.

® Some of our widely gathered congregation are involved in activities such as Lenten
Bible study groups in their local area.

® In my original article I lamented the demise of the CCA, but another view is that it
had degenerated into a “talking shop” and was doing very little.

® [s there such a thing as too much publicity? Members of the Committee of the
World Day of Prayer would have been interested in attending our 250 years celebrations,
but were not aware that they were taking place, even though we know there was a press
release, posters, and information circulated to Aberdeen Presbytery etc.

All responses were positive. If anyone thought we should isolate ourselves from other
churches, they did not share it.

Let us worship together on Sunday, 23" January 2011 at 11.00am at St. Mark’s
Church to celebrate the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.

M.D.C.



FAIR TRADE YULE LOG

FOR THE SPONGE FOR THE FILLING AND ICING
6 Free Range Eggs 2 Jars Fair Trade Chocolate and
150g Fair Trade Caster Sugar Hazelnut Spread
509 Fair Trade Cocoa Powder A little Fair Trade Icing Sugar to dust
METHOD

Preheat oven to 180C / gas mark 4. Line a Swiss roll tin with baking parchment.

Separate eggs. In a large bowl whisk yolks and caster sugar until thick and pale
(easiest using an electric whisk).

In another large clean bowl whisk the whites to a soft peak stage
(again an electric mixer is easiest).

Sieve the cocoa powder onto a sheet of baking parchment or into another clean
bowl.

Carefully fold together the yolks and sugar mixture with some of the whisked
whites, then alternating with a little cocoa then more whites until blended.

Pour into lined Swiss roll tin making sure the mixture reaches the edges.

Bake for 20 minutes. Remove from oven and leave to cool in tin for a few
minutes.

Turn out onto a clean tea towel sprinkled with a little caster sugar. Roll up from
long side. Leave to cool completely.

Unroll and spread with chocolate and hazelnut spread. Roll up again and cut off
a little at one end at an angle to make a branch, stick this to the side of the log
using the spread. Use more spread to cover the whole log, marking on a bark

pattern using a fork.

This looks good decorated with a sprig of holly
(wrap the stem in foil first).

Move carefully to a serving platter and sprinkle with a
dusting of icing sugar for a snowy look!




BEHOLD I STAND

When the night is deep

With the sense of Christmas

And expectancy hangs heavy

On every breath,

Behold, | stand at the door and knock.

When the floor is knee deep

In discarded wrapping paper

And the new books are open at page one
And the new toys are already broken
Behold, | stand at the door and knock.

When the family is squashed

Elbow to elbow

Around the table

And the furious rush for food is over

And the only word that can describe the feeling
Is full,

Behold, | stand at the door and knock.

And when Christmas is over

And the television is silent

For the first time in two days

And who sent which card to whom

Is forgotten until next year

Behold, | stand at the door and knock.

And when the nation has finished celebrating
Christmas without Christ
A birthday

Without a birth

The coming of a kingdom
Without a king

And when | am

Forgotten

Despised

Rejected

Crucified-

Behold, | stand at the door and knock.

© Gerard Kelly: from REBEL WITHOUT APPLAUSE (Monarch) Gerard Kelly
reprinted with permission in The Young Oxford Book of Christmas Poems



CHRISTMAS MEMORIES OF HOME
FROM SOME OF OUR MEMBERS

Christmas in South Africa is....

hot, sunny, bright; too hot for a cooked meal but we do it anyway!

We can eat the colder version i.e. cold meat and salads or even have a BBQ
(called Braai).

Not as many lights and decorations but otherwise much the same traditions as
here!

Sean & Jayne

Christmas in France is....

such a wonderful time for me. It is a time of rejoicing and love and humility. Right from the
1% of December, when Advent begins, we are given a calendar with as many windows
(and gifts) as there are days until Christmas, and that only acts as a countdown until the
25". We also place a créche in an important room in our house. The characters are very
important: the Virgin Mary, Joseph, the ox, and a grey donkey, and also, sometimes the
three kings. We always wait until Christmas day to add Jesus for it wouldn't make much
sense if he was there before even being born. Then around the 15", we buy a Christmas
tree - not the plastic ones, but the green Christmas-tree smelling trees, - and decorate it
with tinsel and baubles and holly to express our joy at the birth of Christ.

On the 24", | usually drive over to my granny's to bring her back home so we can share
some of our happiness with her. One of the nice things that we have is Christmas Dinner.
They do vary from one family to the other; some prefer to have venison and vegetables,
others roast turkey and foie gras and Christmas Yule. These days, we usually go for sea
food, smoked salmon, and foie gras; and because we live in France, there's also
champagne very often. Although my family is a bit special for my mother was Belgian so
sometimes, we also have une cougnolle - a Jesus-shaped brioche - and sometimes wish
our Belgian cousins a happy Saint Nicolas, as is the custom over there.

| love Christmas. | find it wonderful not only because of the presents | give or receive on
Christmas day, but also because of the evening Mass on the 24™. There is much rejoicing
and thanksgiving and singing on Christmas night and | really love Christmas Carols for |
find them very comforting; especially when you know they are sung in other countries in
other tongues such as Peuple Fidele (O Come all Ye Faithful) or Douce Nuit (Silent
Night). And | have always loved listening to the story of the birth of Jesus.

Now, wherever you are on Christmas day, | wish you all Un Trés Joyeux Noél et une Tres
Bonne Année 2011.

May God bless you all,
Sophie Doree



“TWAS THE DAY AFTER CHRISTMAS, when all through the town
Every creature was stirring, taking ornaments down.

The lights were extinguished, the candles all burned,
Empty boxes abounded wherever you turned.

The children were cranky, they’d been good for soooo long
That their innards were bursting to do something wrong.

The toys, of which visions had danced in their heads,
Lay abandoned in corners, their batteries dead.

When you sprang to the window and opened the sash,
Your eyes were assaulted by mountains of trash.

So 1t’s back to the office, to matters in hand,
As relief; like an aspirin, spreads through the land.

And the windows, in outline of colours once bright,
Now returned to dark shadows, as black as the night.

The fires of warm feelings were beginning to wane,
Like the hard, icy touch of a cold windowpane.

As the world, like the dread of an overcast day,
Reverted to form, to it’s patterns of grey,

When what in our wondering eyes should we hear,
But the Word of the Father to be of good cheer;

To take hold of light that will never go out,
And carry 1t high, and spread it about.

Throw the holly and 1vy out if you will,
But the star 1s before you. Follow it still.

The wonder of Christmas, of God coming here,
Cannot be confined to the end of the year,

For the light of the manger, which is now packed away,
Continues to shine and grow brighter each day

As the people of God respond to his call
And take this, the true meaning of Christmas, to all.

U Ken Goodrich

reprinted in All About Christmas
by Rt Rev James A Simpson ©1994



The following e-mail recently came to our attention
Subiject: SEARCH FOR AN ADDITIONAL MINISTER

Message: We do not have a happy report to give. We have not been able to find a
suitable candidate for this circuit although we do have one promising applicant. Please
note that we have checked three references for each one and the following is our
confidential report on the present candidates.

Adam: Good man but problems with his wife. Gives in to her whims too much.

Noah: Former Presbyter of 120 years with no converts. Prone to unrealistic building
projects.

Joseph: A big thinker but a braggart. Believes in dream-interpreting and has a prison
record.

Moses: Poor communicator, even stuttering at times. Reports circulate that he left an
earlier church over a murder charge.

David: A most promising leader but had an affair with his neighbour’s wife.
Solomon: Great preacher but a bigamist and has too many extra-marital affairs.
Elijah: Prone to depression - collapses under pressure.

Elisha: Reported to have lived with a single widow while at his former church.

Hosea: A tender and loving pastor but our congregations could never handle his wife’s
occupation.

Jeremiah: Emotionally unstable, alarmist, negative, always lamenting things and
reported to have taken a long trip to bury his underwear on the bank of a foreign river.

Isaiah: On the fringe. Claims to have seen angels in church. Has trouble with his
language.

Jonah: His referee said that he was swallowed by a big fish and was spit out on a shore
nearby. We just hung up.

Amos: Unpolished. Has hang-ups about wealthy people. Would do well in a poor
circuit.

John: Has a weird diet and provokes other denominational leaders.

Peter: Has a bad temper - has even been known to swear. Aggressive and a loose can-
on.

Paul: Preaches all night, short on tact and harsh. Has been thrown out of most towns
he visits.

Timothy: Too young.

Jesus: He had popular times, but once, when his church grew to over 5000, he managed
to offend them all and numbers dwindled down to twelve. Seldom stays in one place
very long. He is single.

Judas: His references are solid. A steady plodder. Conservative. Good connections.
Knows how to handle money. We're inviting him to preach one Sunday in the New Year.
Great possibilities with this one.



OAK NEWS
Organisation of Aberdeen Kirks

On Thursday 4™ November we had another very successful Special Lunch in aid
of the Ekwendeni Orphan Care project in Malawi and afterwards Michael Dyer
gave a very informative talk about the work there. A total, including other
donations, of £1170 was raised and is on its way to the HIV/AIDs project there.

At the Special Lunch in September we launched the Smartie Fund the proceeds
of which will go to the DEC Pakistan Flood Appeal. So far, by people filling
Smartie tubes with coins, we have collected over £250 which will help with the
future needs of this flood stricken region.

The Shoebox Appeal has brought many sacks full of presents which will go to
Eastern Europe in time for Christmas. Christian giving really does extend
around the world and we can give hope to those in need, even in a shoebox.
We are very grateful for all the support from both staff and customers at the
OAK café.

We are now preparing for the Christmas Lunches on 15" & 16" December and
look forward to seeing all our old friends and hope to see some new ones on
either (or both!) of these days.

The OAK café will be closed from 20" December re-opening on Monday,
January 10" 2011.

There will be a joint OAK Service for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in
St. Mark’s Church at 11.00a.m. on Sunday, January 23™ and we look forward to
seeing you all there.

OAK evening services continue at Crown Terrace Methodist Church on the
second Sunday of every month at 6.30 p.m. On March 13" a Songs of Praise
will be led by the Acclamations and a collection will be taken for the Scottish
Bible Society.

We wish you the blessings of Christmas and a Happy New Year

Malcolm & Betty Steel:



The church council have decided that we will be a part of BIBLE FRESH, so to
help us along with our Bible studies, Ken Morgan offers the following:

OLD TESTAMENT

In Genesis the world was made by God’s creative hand,

In Exodus the Hebrews march to the promised land,
Leviticus contains the law, Holy just and good,
Numbers records the tribes enrolled, all sons of Abraham’s blood.

Moses in Deuteronomy records God’s mighty deeds,

Brave Joshua into Caanan’s land the host of Israel leads.

In Judges their rebellion oft provoked the Lord to smite,

But Ruth records the faith of one well pleasing in His sight.
In first and second Samuel, of Jesse’s sons we read,

Ten tribes in first and second Kings revolted from his seed.
Next, first and second Chronicles see Judah captive made,
But Ezra heads a remnant back by princely Cyrus’ aid.
The city walls of Zion, Nehemiah builds again,

While Esther saves her people from plots of wicked men.
In Job we read how faith will live beneath afflictions rod,
And in the Psalms are precious songs to every child of God.
The proverbs, like a goodly string of choicest pearls appear,
Ecclesiastes teaches man how vain are all things here.
The mystic song of Solomon exalts sweet Sharon’s rose,
Whilst Christ the Saviour and the King the ‘rapt Isaiah shows.
The warning Jeremiah apostate Israel scorns,

His plaintive Lamentations their awful downfall mourns.
Ezekiel tells in wondrous words of dazzling mysteries,
And kings and empires yet to come, Daniel in his vision sees.
Of judgement and of mercy Hosea loves to tell,

Joel describes the blessed days when God with man will dwell.
Among Tekoa’s herdsmen Amos receives his call,

And Obadiah prophesies of Edom’s final fall.

Jonah enshrines a wondrous type of Christ, our risen Lord,
Micah pronounces Judah lost, but then again restored,
Nahum declared on Ninevah just judgement shall be poured.
A view of Chaldea’s coming doom, Habbakkuk’s visions give,
Next Zephania warns the Jews to turn, repent and live.
Haggai wrote to those who saw the temple built again,
And Zecharia prophesied of Christ’s triumphant reign,
Malachi was the last who touched the high prophetic chord
Whose final notes sublimely show the coming of the Lord.



| supposed | knew my Bible, reading piecemeal hit or miss -
Now a bit of John or Matthew and a snatch of Genesis;
Certain chapters of Isaiah , certain Psalms, the twenty third,
Twelfth of Romans, first of Proverbs; yes, | thought | knew the word.
But | found a thorough reading was a different thing to do
And the way was unfamiliar when | read the Bible through.
You, who treat the crown of writings as you treat no other book,
Just a paragraph disjointed, just a crude impatient look,
Try a worthier procedure, try a broad and steadier view,
You will kneel in very rapture when you read the Bible through.

THIS IS PART OF THE MINISTER’S MESSAGE WHICH APPEARED IN A MONTHLY
NEWSLETTER TO MEMBERS OF MY HOME CHURCH

“So this month let me introduce you to a now often heard prayer which comes
from the Native Americans of the south west of the United States where it is
always hot and sunny. These communities are often called Pueblo Indians.

Hold on to what is good
Even if it is a handful of earth
Hold on to what you believe in
Even if it is a tree which stands by itself
Hold on to what you must do
Even if it is a long way from here
Hold on to life
Even if it is easier to let go
Hold on to my hand
Even when | have gone away”

Beautiful words at any time of the year.
MDC



THE SHEPHERDS AND THE ANGELS
© By the Shores o’ Galilee
Stories from the Gospels in Scots Verse by Robert Stephen

The nicht was caul; the oor was late;
The shepherds huddled roon

Their watch-fire on the darkling hills
Abeen the little toun.

The moon had set; the silent stars
Were shinin hard an clear

When aa the sky was lichted up;
The shepherds turned in fear.

An awesome and a wondrous sicht,
Siclike they’d never seen:

An angel, shinin like the sun;

The brichtness hurt their een.

“Ye needna fear; | bring good news,”
They heard the angel say.

“In David’s toun, in Bethlehem,

Is born to you this day

“A Saviour which is Christ the Lord;
Born till a humble maid,

Ye'll find him wrapped in swaddlin claes
And in a manger laid”

The splendid licht shone brichter still;
It shone aa roon the hills

An turned the darkness into day;

A mighty music swelled.

™

The air was filled wi shinin forms.
“Glory to God on high,

An peace on earth,” the angels sang;
Their voices filled the sky.

At length the vision died awa;

The shepherds stood themsels;

The nicht grew black; the win blew chill
Upon the lonely hills.

But in their herts there burned a flame
A peace, a shinin hope;

They pondered what the angel said

An lookit doon the slope.

The lichts o’ Bethlehem shone clear
Below the darklin hills.

“A wondrous thing’s been wrocht this
nicht;

Let’s see it for wirsels”

The shepherds went to Bethlehem;
The ran near aa the wye;
And in a stable by the inn
They heard a bairnie cry.

They chappit at the stable door
An Joseph let them in;

They saw the bairnie lyin there,
An fell and worshipped him.

>

o g



ISAIAH9: 2 -6
FROM THE JERUSALEM BIBLE

The people that walked in darkness

have seen a great light;

on those who live in a land of deep shadow
a light has shone.

You have made their gladness greater;
you have made their joy increase;

they rejoice in your presence

as men rejoice at harvest time,

as men are happy when they are dividing
the spoils.

For the yoke that was weighing on him,
the bar across his shoulders,

the rod of his oppressor,

these you break as on the day of Midian...
For there is a child born for us,

a son given to us

and dominion is laid on his shoulders;

and this is the name they give him:
Wonder-Counsellor, Might-God,

Eternal-Father, Prince-of-Peace.



TABLE TENNIS

The Crown Terrace Teams top the three divisions with undefeated records in
both league and cup. The close season saw the departure of Peter Aird to
Edinburgh and the promotion of an improved Heng Zhou to the first team. Willis
Ma moves to the B team pending imminent departure to the south of England.
Meanwhile in the C team, new this year is Michael Walendowski — a strong play-
er and easily capable of stepping up a division. Top players David Low and Mar-
tin Richens continue to travel regularly to national competitions, David
recently coming up against Liam Pitchford from the England Commonwealth
Games team. Although David lost overall, he was able to take one game against

Liam — demonstrating the strength of Crown Terrace squad.

The league handicaps run from -15 to +45 and here you see relative strengths of

the individual players.

David Low -15
Martin Richens -4
Dennis Oon -1
Heng Zhou 10
Willis Ma 14
Ken Allan 18
Gregor Ksiazek 19
Nigel Herbert 20
Michael WalendowsKi 27
Hassan Kassam 28
Liam Richens 32

PLEASE HAVE CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE NEXT
NEWSLETTER TO ANNE OR KATHERINE BY
SUNDAY APRIL 10™ 2011



HILARY CANTO, THE NEW FUNDRAISER FOR ACTION FOR CHILDREN
SCOTLAND - ABERDEEN, WRITES ABOUT HOW WE CAN SUPPORT THE WORK
OF THE CHARITY

IF CHILDREN ARE OUR FUTURE WHY ARE SO MANY DENIED ONE?

It’s never easy losing a loved one. Flowers have been a traditional show of love at this
time, yet increasingly, a lasting gift in memory of our loved ones is being given by
choosing a charity to donate to instead.

It is natural to give to the charity closest to our hearts However, spare a thought “in me-
moriam” for the many children’s services that Action for Children Scotland give here in
the heart of Aberdeen. The purpose, values and vision that the NCH was formed on, by
the young Methodist Minister Thomas Bowman Stephenson, are still alive today.

Services have developed to be there for the most vulnerable children and young people,
helping them break through injustice, deprivation and inequality, so they can achieve
their full potential.

The Aberdeen Families Service works with families who are at risk of losing their
tenancies because of anti social behaviour. Some families may already be homeless and
living in temporary accommodation. The aim of the service is to help families address
issues which lead to anti social behaviour and to help them make changes which will
allow them to sustain mainstream tenancies. The project works with the family as a

whole unit.

These vital children’s services, right where they are needed most, are under more
pressure than ever before. They do require continued monetary support to sustain the

valuable results they are achieving in our community.

The Methodist values we hold dear, and the legacy we leave behind for our children and
our children’s children is often at the forefront of our hearts and minds when one
generation passes away and the future generation lives on. Help our children live the life
they were born to live and create the better future we want to see. Please remember
Action for Children Scotland.



PLACE

DATE TIME EVENT (if other than CTM)
and any other
information
UNICEF Mannofield Church
December 5™ 15.30-16.45 Carols & Candlelight | Great Western Road
with the Acclamations| Tickets £5 & £3
th Learig Orchestra Tickets £5.00
December 3 20.00 Christmas Concert | (concession £3.00)
December 12" 11.00 Family Service

December 15™ 12 noon - 14.00 OAKLiﬂzigtmas St Mark’s
December 16™ 12 noon - 14.00 OAKL(IZlE(r:i;tmas St Mark’s
December 24™ 23.00 Midnight Service | Coffee & mince pies
December 25" 11.00 Family Service
January 2™ 2011 11.00 Covenant Service
January 19" 19.30 Church Council
Ferary 2270 | Frdoewnine | Chush Wekend | Chishs s




