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On April 22nd at Crown Terrace 

Jackie Potts to Andrew Moat  

 

On May 6th in Ealing Abbey, London 

Andrew Cresswell to Lisa  Tuffy 

������������������������������������������������� ���!�
��"��������������#������������������������!�

Alex Wainwright  
has moved to Braid Hill Nursing Home, Liberton Drive,  

Edinburgh, EH16 6NS. 

$�	��$�	��$�	��$�	������
����

Betty Pirie on Thursday March 9th in Balnagask Nursing Home  

We extend our sympathy to Ed and both their families. 

Agnes Gillespie  
celebrated her 97th birthday on March 21st. We send her belated 

greetings.  She is still in the Bruce Howie Unit in Woodend after 

her accident and we wish her a steady recovery. 



• Audited accounts 

The accounts for the year ended 31 August 2005 have been finalised and  
audited by Dr. Graham Dalton. A copy of the accounts is pinned up in the  
entrance vestibule of the Church. Copies are available from the Treasurer on 
request, either in print or by e-mail. 

• Giving by the congregation   

It is very encouraging to note that average weekly donations, before Gift Aid 
tax refund, for the first half of the current year to 31 August 2006, are £899 
per week compared with £828 for the year to 31 August 2005, an increase of 
almost 8.6%, and also an increase from the year to 31 August 2004 when 
weekly giving was £824 per week.  

• Gift Aid 

The end of the tax year is 5 April 2006 and in due course Jackie Potts, the Gift 
Aid secretary will be reclaiming the tax on donations to the Church  
covered by Gift Aid declarations. If you are a member of the ‘Envelope 
scheme’ and a tax payer, but have not signed a Gift Aid declaration, it is still 
possible to do so and for Jackie to recover the tax (28p for every £1 donated) 
for the tax year to 5 April 2006. Please see Jackie to obtain the form. 
Conversely if you have signed a Gift Aid form and are no longer paying tax, 
please let Jackie know. 

• Assessment  

The Quarterly assessment is the amount paid by the Church to the Circuit to 
cover Ministers’ salaries and other Circuit costs. The assessment for the year 
commencing 1 September 2005 is £33,595 compared with £33,236 and 
£32,999 paid in the financial years 2005 and 2004 respectively.  
The assessment for the year commencing 1 September 2006 is going to  
increase to £39,269, an increase of 16.9%. The Circuit treasurer advises that is 
because, this year, 2005/2006, the Circuit used the balance built up in the  
Circuit General Account over previous years to subsidise the running costs of 
the Circuit to the tune of £9,000. It limited the amount recovered from the  
Circuit Churches to £142,000, for a third year in succession, compared to a 
budgeted cost of £151,000. The balance in the Circuit General Account has 
now been used up. The budgeted running costs for the Circuit for 2006/ 2007 
are £160,500, an increase of £9,500 on the current year or 6.29% 

 

Barbara Cresswell  

Church Treasurer 

TREASURER’S REPORT  



If you were around CTM last June you may 

remember the launch of Explore.  At that 

time, even those of us who were organising 

the event were not sure how it would turn out, 

but we wanted to try something new to  

express our Christian faith and invite others 

to join us.  Our aim was to create a  

welcoming space at church in which we 

could consider issues of life and faith. 
 

Ten months and nine events later, Explore 

continues as one of the important ministries 

of CTM.  Some things have not changed: the 

relaxed café atmosphere, the time for  

discussion, and the contemporary band-led 

worship.  We still aim to be a space where we 

can gain a fresh perspective on our Christian 

faith.  And we still hope to welcome those 

who do not yet know God through Jesus 

Christ, and share our faith with them.  As one 

of the Explore team suggested, we hope to 

‘increase the bandwidth’ of our church, and 

enable those who may not naturally come 

along to Sunday worship to find a  

welcoming, living community to which they 

can belong. 
 

In other ways, though, Explore is growing 

and developing.  We have an average  

attendance of thirty, though we have made 

contact with many more.  Some come from 

other churches, while others come from none, 

or from another faith.  We have discussed 

issues such as identity, loneliness,  

consumerism, Christmas, and love.  I have 

recently been approached by another church 

in Aberdeen who have been inspired by  

Explore to think about running a similar  

programme! 
 

Last October, Explore hosted a concert by 

Gareth Davies-Jones and Rob Halligan.  The 

success of this event prompted us to consider 

whether we could use Explore as a venue for 

similar events, to promote the Christian faith 

through music and the arts.  In our growing 

café culture, ‘acoustic café gigs’ are an  

exciting and appropriate way to share our 

faith with our friends.  Explore was  

delighted to host Yvonne Lyon, a  

contemporary Christian musician from  

Glasgow, on 18th March, and we hope to 

incorporate three or four such events into the 

programme for 2006/7. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So why do we do it?  Why expend all this 

effort and resources?  First, because Jesus 

Christ is for all.  Our forefather in the faith, 

John Wesley, is renowned for going where 

the people were – in his case, the fields!  So 

too, we attempt to go where people are – the 

café culture, the anxiety and confusion many 

of us have about the issues of life in today’s 

world.  Christ is for us, for our friends, for 

our neighbours in life, for all. 

 

 Secondly, we run Explore because sharing 

faith happens best in the context of  

relationship.  While there are, of course, other  

methods of evangelism, it is with our  

personal contacts and friends that we feel 

most challenged to share the Person who is at 

the centre of our lives as Saviour and Lord.  

Sure, we can do this everyday.  However, 

Explore provides an intentional space where 

we can talk openly about our faith to others.  

Explore is about building friendships that go 

deeper than comments about the chilly  

Aberdeen weather!  In the words of last 

year’s Methodist Conference report, it is 

about ‘recovering Christian conversation as a 

means of discipleship’ and, I might add, as a 

means of evangelism. 

 

We appreciate your ongoing prayers and 

support for Explore.  It would be great if we 

could see this initiative continuing to grow as 

we bring along our friends.  Also, if you have 

any ideas for topics for next year’s  

programme, please let us know. 

 

�����	�
��
����



���������	

��

���������	�
����
��� ������	��
�����������������������	����	����� ����
���

� ������ ���� �		����
� ��� 	��

���� ��� ������ ����
��� ������ ����

����������
�������������	��������
�����������������
����	�������
�
��������������������
�������������
����������
	���
�����������
��
��� ��������	��� �
� ��������������!���
� 
��������������"�
#�����

��
����������������
�����
����������	���������������
��������	���
��������

����������������
$����	�������������������
�
�����
��������������������������	��

����
�������	���	����������������������������%�&����	����
� ���������!����
�� ����������� ��� ������ ��� ���� ������#�� ������� � � '
����� ����� ����(�� ����
������ �)	������ ������ ��
� ����� ���� ��	�� ��� ���� 	��

���� ��
� �������
����
����
���������������
�����

�

���������
��	����

 ����� �� �
��� ������ ��� ���� *++,� ��������� ��
� ������ �
����� �������
� ���
������������

�����������
�����������������������������-���
���.������
���
�����	��������-�)	����&�
��� ������/�0�	�����.����������������������
��������,����	���	��������������������	�����������������	������������
��
���������	����������������1��� �����
��������������
������� �
����
�)�
���
���
� ���
� �����
�� �2������� ���������� �������� ��	�������� ���

������
�����������
�����������
����2�����
	������������������

�
�(�����
!��������

���
������

�
���������
���


���������������

����� ������ ����� ����� ��� 	������
� ��
���������� 	������������� ������
����������� ����(���������������
�
�	���������������
���	�������� ������
�
����
����������
��
#�����������������#�����3��4���(���������
������'��
�/�
5����
���� ����6����
�4��
�� ��	��������"������0�
�����������7"8�� $���
 �
��������������
�����
����
�����9�����	��/�4���������������������������
������ ��������� � :�	�� ������������� �������
� �������� �����(���� ;���������
���	��
�
�����������
�	����������������������	��������(���������������
����������
�� ��� ����������	�������
�� ���	��(���
� ��� ���������� !����
	���� ��� ���<� ��	����� ��� ���� �������3�� ����(����� 	��������� ��� ��� ��
������ �������� ��

���������
������������ -��������������
�������������
�����������������������
����
���

�������.���������	����������(�������

�
��� ��� ������������ ��� ���
� ���� ���� 5�
������7�������� ��� �������  ������
6���������� ��
� ���� ������
�	�� ��� ���� =����
�	��� '����� %��
&�	(�������	�����. 



����������
���������

$�� ���� ��� ��� ��������� ��� ���� ����� ��� ����� -����	��

��  
��.� 
�(�� �������
���	������ � $�#�������������� ���;������� ��������
���� ��� ������������������ ����
���
��������� 
���	����������� -��	�� �������
�������	������.� ������ ��� 
���� ���
���������5 10�69������
��
���
(����	�����������������������	�����������
�
��


���"��������	(��������$��������(�
����>��
����	��

����������������
����	����7��

�
������>���������������������������������������������������
���
�
��������>�
���������������������-����	��

��?�����'�

����
���0�

�@.����
�
�
������������������	���7'��	��	����������������	�����
������
�
��	����������
��
�����1���#�� �(A������
�������������
�

�����������
�������������
�
	���������
���������
�
����
������������������
A5��	��

���������
����
-��
������
������
A.� ���� ������������������ �����
��������� ��������������

�������������	�����-?5����������������@������������

����.���
�����������
�
����� ������������
� 	������������ ����� �������� ������� -��� ������ ��� ������

�������������������
�	��������������������������������.�����
�������������������
� ��


������������� ������
��	����
����*B�C+�DB� ���� ����
E�

���� ����5����	(���
�'���'��
���������������	��������������"���

�
4����	(����������������������������������������$���
������
������������������
����� 
���� ������ ����� ����� ���� ����
���� �����
�
�� � � 1���� ��������� ��� ����
��������� -���
F� ��������� ��� ���� �����.�� � $�� ���� ;����� ���� ����������� ��� �����
	��������� ��� ��

�� � $� ����� ����
� ��� 	�

�
� -��
� $� ;����.� ?���� ����� �
���
�������������	���@�������������������������������������������������������
�����
�
� ���� ����� ��
�� 
�����
� ������ ��� ����� �������� �  �
� ���� ����
��
(������������������
�����:���������������	��������� 
����� ���� $#�������)�	�
�����������"�
������
�������������?��������@������������������	���������(���
�����$#������
���
������
�� 
���� � ��� ��� ��	�

�	������ $#��� ������ ��
� �� ?��������
@� 	������������ ������
���������������
����������<�$�����������������
���������<�$�
��#��(�������
�����������������������������������������������	���	��������
������G������
�� ������� ��� ��


����� $� (���� ����� ����� ������������ ����� ��� ��� �������
�
���
�� �����
�
�� ������	�������
�	������������� ����
��������������������
������������� 
��(� ������
���A��
�����������7��7�����������������������

��(�������
�������������������&�������

�����������������������	�����
������
���������� 
������"�
���
� 
�������������� � $� ����(���� -$.� �����������������
����� ����������������� ��������
� ����� ��� ������������ ��� ��� 
���
�� ��
�����
����

���
���������"�
���G����		��
�������������	�����
�������������
���������
����� ���������� ���(� ����� ��� ���� 
������ "�
� ��
� 
������ �������� � ����
������-��
����.���������	���	��������������������
��
����������������������
�	����
��
��������������������������	�����������������������������
����
�
�������

��	������ ���� ������ � $� �������� �
�������"�
���

� ������
��
���� �����
�������
������ ���� $� ������ ��� ��

� ������ �����
�� �
���� �������� ��� �������� ���
	���������
�������������������� ����� �����0�������-��
�&�	(���
�1���
��.���
��

�����
������� ���� ��
�� ���� ������������
�� -E���������� '��
�����  
�	�� ��
� ������.���
����(������

�����
�����������	������������
�����(���������
�����������
����
�������������������� ������ ��� ��������� -��
���� ���������� ��� 
�����������
	��������������=:�4$��6$��.��

�������4�	(���



���
������

�
���������
���

	�������
�

��������	
������
���

2���������������������;����
�����������

�������
�(�
�����������
������ 
��� ��� �

����� ��
� ������ ��	������ � 2���� ��� ����� ������
��������� ��� ����� ��
� ��������
�� ������ ���
����� ���� ���(� ���
:����������
2����
�����)	�

���������������*C����������������������	����
�����"�
	�������������	������
����(����
������
��
�
����������
����
�����������������
��
�������������7�����������$����������

�������
���������������(�������
�����
2�����

�
�(������������������
��!�����������������	�����������
������,������������

��������������������������

2����������������
�������������������#	
�	(���������H��� �����
��� ����� ��
� �������� �)	������ ����� ���
����� "�
#�� ���
��
����������
 ����� ������ �������� ���� ���(� ��� &������ ��� ���������
� ��� ����
C�/�*����������
2������������	��

����
���� I	�����

�������� �������#<� I����� ���
�������
�����#���
�I���
�����
��������	���#��
2���������������������
���������
����

�
�(������������������
��
!��������������	������������

����������������
���

2�� ����� ������ ��	��
� ���
��� ��� D�J+� ����� � $�� ��� ���������� ��
������
�� ��� ���� ��� �� ���� ���
���� ��� �� ���
��� �������� ��� ��� ���
������ �����	�� ���� ����� ������ ���� ����� �� �����
���� ��� ��� ��� ������
��������������������7���������������
�����������������7���)��
2��������������
������

���������
����
�	��	������������"�
<����
�����������������	���	����
�	��	���<���
���
��
����
����������
���
�����������*++,�����������
��������	������	�������
�����
�����I'����
2��������������#���2�������������
�!����������������
����������K��
'�����������������������������������	���



PRAYERS AND PANCAKES FOR LENT 

BOB & BARBARA’S HOUSEGROUP 10
th

 MARCH  

 While listening to  Louis Armstrong singing “What a Wonderful World” we 
prayed for the people of the world focussing on statistics concerning HIV/AIDS 
such as: the number of people living with HIV in North America, Western and  
Central Europe rose to 1.9 million in 2005; the AIDS epidemic claimed an  
estimated 24,000 lives in the Caribbean in 2005, making it the leading cause of 
death among adults aged 15-44 years; in Latin America in 2005, approximately 
66,000 people died of AIDS, and 200,000 were newly infected and among young 
people 15–24 years, an estimated 0.4% of women and 0.6% men were living with 

HIV in 2005.   

 Our thoughts were then directed towards CHRONIC POVERTY;  
specifically that the distinguishing feature of chronic poverty is its extended  
duration; many of the chronically poor die prematurely from health problems that 
are easily preventable; such poverty is hard to reverse; it is typically characterized 
by low income and assets, hunger and undernutrition, illiteracy, and lack of access 
to basic necessities; poor women and girls, children, and older people (especially 
widows) are more likely to be trapped in poverty. 

 We prayed for INJUSTICE in the world.  Extrajudicial executions were  
carried out in 47 countries; people were “disappeared” by state agents in 28  
countries; victims of torture and ill-treatment by security forces, police and other 
state authorities were reported in 132 countries; prisoners of conscience were held 
in 44 countries; people were arbitrarily arrested and detained without charge or 
trial in 58 countries; people were sentenced to death in 63 countries; people were 
executed in 28 countries; armed opposition groups committed serious human 
rights violations in 35 countries; armed groups have committed violent acts and 
killings in 34 countries; armed groups have committed torture and ill-treatment in 
18 countries; armed groups have committed hostage takings and abductions in 16 
countries. 

 We prayed for the Earth and our Environment and meditated on  
Genesis 1: 24 - 31; Inversnaid by Gerard Manley Hopkins and Genesis 6: 5 - 22.  
We listened to “Didn’t it Rain” sung by Mahalia Jackson and we prayed: Creator 
and Saviour, we have exploited earth for our selfish ends, turned our backs on the 
cycles of life and forgotten we are your stewards. Now soils become barren, air 
and water become unclean, species disappear and humans are diminished. In 
penitence we come to you. In dependence on the God of life, may we cherish the 
precious earth, the earth of the God of life, the earth of the Christ of love, the earth 
of the Holy Spirit. In dependence on the God of life, may the earth be our bed of 
hope. Amen. 

 We prayed for the Church in the World focussing on Acts 6:1 - 7 and the 
music of An Amen from Armenia.  We contemplated that Jesus intended the 
church to be a community, inspired by God, who lives in unity with himself - Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit - an eternal community. ‘Church’ is about being a people of 
mutual love and support, socially, emotionally and spiritually. In this way, it  
becomes a visible (though faltering) expression of God’s presence in the world. 

 We listed the 2.3 billion professing Christians throughout the world and 
our final thoughts were gathered together in the one prayer that we all shared -  

THE LORD’S PRAYER. 
 

Our fellowship ended in time-honoured way by sharing food - pancakes - together. 
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I was born in the parish of Warehorne, Kent, near the edge of Romney Marsh, in August 

1919, arriving nine months after my father had returned from Germany, where he had 

been a prisoner of war. I was born with my right foot back to front, so I had hospital 

treatment from two weeks old.  

 

I had a very happy childhood, with an older sister and two younger brothers, and grand-

parents living next door. Mum had a hard life; living in a small village, we had no  

electricity, gas or coal.  One wood fire (with oven attached) served the whole house, but 

Mum cooked wonderful meals on it – though she had to carry every drop of water from a 

pump four houses away. Dad worked six full days a week on a family farm, never taking 

a holiday save for Christmas Day and the annual Sunday School outing to the seaside. 

He also worked an allotment as well as our half-acre garden to keep us in vegetables and 

fruit through the year. He collected the wood and sawed the logs to keep the fire going, 

and still found time to mend our shoes.  

 

We all went to the village school; the headmaster, a son of the manse, a local preacher 

and a man of principle, had a great influence on me. The Methodist Church was our life, 

and we were taken there at an early age. Our Sunday School was large – boys sat on one 

side, girls on the other. Our superintendent was the village cobbler, a disabled man in a 

bath chair, and a real saint.  I entered the choir at 12 (the organist and choirmaster was 

very strict and painstaking, but I loved it), became a Sunday School teacher at 17, and 

got my first understandings of the overseas church as treasurer of the Wesley Guild and 

the Girls’ League.  

 

In those pre-inoculation days we all went through the regular children’s diseases, 

whooping cough, chicken pox and measles. The last nearly killed me, and for some time 

I could not walk. When I was fourteen I developed TB, and after a year of treatment was 

sent to a convalescent home far away from home.  The regime was quite harsh, all the 

other patients were ten or under, and I was miserably homesick.  It was now that I 

learned something about prayer. I prayed to God to send me a friend – and He did.  This 

enabled me to cope with the next six months, and I was also able to make friends with 

the younger children, comfort the tiny ones and, on finding some hymnbooks, hold  

unofficial ward services - quite unknown to the staff!  

 

AN INTERVIEW WITH  

DOREEN MARY WALLS 



When war came, my brothers were called up, and enlisted in the RAF; and 

in due time I, too, received my call-up papers. At that time I was working 

on a farm, as the doctor had said I must lead an outdoor life, and I was still 

getting treatment for TB. I was feeding chickens, gathering eggs, hoeing 

turnips, weeding kale and milking cows (all for threepence an hour!) To the 

surprise of many who thought I would never pass the medical, I was  

accepted for the Women’s Royal Air Force. After training at Gloucester and 

Morecambe, I was posted to an air-sea rescue station in Kent where we saw 

plenty of action, with many planes shot down and bodies, British and  

German, brought to our morgue. 

 

After a long walk I found a small Methodist chapel. On the first occasion 

that I got to evening service the preacher was the Rev Edward Le Poidevin, 

whose family is well known at Crown Terrace. After that I used to take 

other airmen and airwomen with me. In 1943 I was posted to Stafford, 

where Snow Hill Methodist Church provided a home from home.  I was a 

member of a Christian group, mostly young, enthusiastic airmen, that took 

services and shared in evangelistic campaigns all over the area. The week’s 

course in Christian leadership to which I was sent by the chaplain, stands 

out in my memory as a spiritual landmark. After some years – I was now a 

sergeant – I was sent to Hereford on a course. There, in the hangar that 

formed the station church, I met my future husband Andrew, then a  

sergeant in the Education department.  

 

The Air Force years meant a lot to me. After being treated as an invalid for 

so much of my life I now had an active life, and was given responsibility 

and an important job. I met many wonderful Christians along the way, 

whose example enriched my Christian life. 

 

Andrew and I were married in 1953. The next 53 years were to take us to 

many places - we worked at different times in Sierra Leone, Nigeria and the 

United States - and brought us to a new spiritual home in Crown  

Terrace. It was an important background for our two children. Christine, 

who trained as a speech therapist at Robert Gordon’s, married Alan, an 

American graduate student who came to Aberdeen University and taught in 

the Sunday School at CTM. They worked in Nigeria where Christine had 

grown up, before coming to Southampton where they are now, a few miles 

from Andrew, our son, still a bachelor, who is Reader in Immuno-

Pharmacology at Southampton University. 

 

I fear I have gone on too long, but writing this has brought back so much of 

my journey through faith, and I thank God for it all. I have been richly 

blessed.    

�
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Lorna Herbert (nee Sutherland) was born nearly half a century ago in Seafield 

Hospital, Buckie. She attended Findochty Primary and Buckie High Schools.  
 

Music has always played a major part in her life. She began playing the piano at 

age 7, the violin at 8, changing to the viola at Secondary School and began  

singing lessons at 14. At school she sang in choirs, played in school and local 

orchestras and in chamber groups. She was a member of the first National Youth 

Orchestra of Scotland. 
 

Findochty is quite a religious village with 4 Brethren meeting places, a Church of 

Scotland, a Salvation Army hall and a Methodist chapel. Lorna was brought up in 

the “Chapel “. She attended Sunday School, Youth Groups and in her later years 

at school played the organ - following in the footsteps of her mother. 
 

Like most teenagers in Findochty, Lorna had to leave home to gain further  

education. She came to Aberdeen and studied Music at Aberdeen College of  

Education (now part of Aberdeen University). While in Aberdeen, Lorna  

attended CTM, sung in the choir and helped out the then organist Alec Brooker. It 

was at the Student Fellowship where she met an English geology student called 

Nigel. 
 

She began her teaching career at Elgin Academy. This was followed by five 

memorable years at Northfield Academy. 
 

In 1980 Lorna and Nigel were married by Rev T. Haydn Wainwright in  

Findochty. In 1984 she began a new career - motherhood.  
 

At the beginning of 1987, BP moved a large number of staff to London, so the 

Herbert family moved to Colchester in Essex. While there, they worshipped at 

West Bergholt and Wimpole Road Methodist churches. Lorna was involved with 

the Sunday School and Women’s Fellowship. Three years later the family were 

on the move again , this time to Burnside in Glasgow. There they worshipped at 

St Andrew’s Methodist Church in East Kilbride. It was at this time that Lorna and 

Nigel became church members.  Again she helped with the Sunday school and 

also played the piano for the services and the youth group. In Glasgow she was 

able to enjoy her love of choral singing and sang with Glasgow Cathedral Choral 

Society and the Lyric Choir. Three years later BP closed their Glasgow office and 

the family came back home to Aberdeen. 
 

Lorna returned to teaching and is now a part-rime Primary Music Specialist in the 

St Machar ASG. At CTM she plays the organ, is one of the weekly notice sheet 

team and organises the Christmas post-box.  She sings in the Bach Choir, enjoys 

reading, gardening, and needs a daily “fix” of Killer Sodoku. 

INTRODUCING LORNA HERBERT 



Many people spread their cloaks on the 
road, while others cut branches in the 
fields and spread them on the road. ... 
Jesus entered Jerusalem, went into the 
Temple, and looked round at every-
thing. But since it was already late in 
the day, he went out to Bethany with 
the twelve disciples. 

 

  Mark 11: 8,11 

 

 

 

 

Muhammad’s finest hour may have been 

when, at the age of sixty, he returned 

again to Mecca and led thousands of 

troops triumphantly into Mecca with 

little killing or looting. ... Unlocking the 

Ka’ba, the focal point of ritual prayers, 

Muhammad had the 360 idols burned or 

broken. He ordered that only the icon 

depicting Jesus on his mother’s knee be 

preserved. 
 

Calling the day of the Crucifixion ‘Good’ Friday is a designation that is  
peculiar to the English language. In German, for example, it is called  
Karfreitag. The Kar part is an obsolete word, the ancestor of the English word 
care in the sense of cares and woes, and it meant mourning. So in German, 
it is Mourning Friday. And that is what the disciples did on that day - they 
mourned. They thought all was lost. 
 
I’ve also read somewhere that the word good used to have a secondary 
meaning of holy.  It’s possible that Good Friday is a contraction of God’s  
Friday, just as good-bye is a contraction of God be with ye. 
 
But I think we call it Good Friday because, in retrospect, all that tragedy 
brought about the greatest good there could be.  Through Jesus’ sacrificial 
death on the cross, through his dying for our sin, we are set free.  Our sins 
really do have consequences, some of which continue to echo in our lives, 
but the just punishment we could expect from God is taken away.  God 
chose to bear his justice himself, on our behalf. 
 
I can see virtue in either terminology. If we call it Mourning Friday, we are 
facing reality head on, taking up the cross if you will, fully conscious that the 
Christian walk is seldom a walk in the park. But if we call it Good Friday, we 
are confessing the Christian hope that no tragedy - not even death - can 
overwhelm God’ providence, love, and grace. Either way seems fine to me!  
�

����
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It is hard to believe that our time in Aberdeen is coming to a close.  It seems like just 

yesterday that Tom and I walked into Crown Terrace Methodist Church that first 

Sunday morning (actually it was September 8, 2002).  Being United Methodists, we 

were committed to the Methodist church and wanted to make it our church home.  

But we were also aware that we would need to feel deeply supported during our time 

in Aberdeen and had already decided that if we could not find that support at the 

Methodist church, we investigate attending others.  Fortunately for us, we received 

such a warm welcome that day and knew that Crown Terrace would be a place where 

we could serve and feel part of a church family. 

 

Living away from our country of origin and our support system has been challenging 

for us.  Driving on the left side of the road, interpreting the Aberdonian dialect, and 

learning how to cook Scottish cuisine have proven to be an interesting experiment in 

living life.  And then there’s that thesis!  Tom embarked upon the largest research 

project of his life and has attempted to maintain his sanity with lunchtime walks 

through Duthie Park and listening to Classic FM.  Sarah set out in a job as a support 

worker—a job she’d never done before and in a culture not her own.  Sometimes she 

isn’t so sure she’s maintained much sanity!  To begin with, we were a couple without 

a support system striving to do new things away from what we knew and the people 

who loved us.  It has been difficult.  There have been times of loneliness and  

confusion, anger and doubt, and frustration and weariness.  We have been thrust into 

a life situation which demands our full attention.  While living in our culture of origin  

requires little additional effort because we are surrounded by what we know and  

understand, living life outside that culture requires more energy just to live out our 

daily lives.  We’ve experienced misunderstandings and miscommunications nearly 

every day and that can be tiresome.  On a good day, we’ve felt like guests, but on a 

bad day, we’ve felt like outsiders.  And while Aberdeen has become our home, it’s 

been hard to feel at rest at times.  This can be the reality of cross-cultural living.  It 

has been daunting to try to know and love ourselves in a context which is foreign to 

our life experience, because culture, in part, helps to define us.  The kinds of food we 

eat, how we think, our attitudes, and even how we communicate vary from culture to 

culture.  These differences impact who we are and how we live our lives.  Sometimes, 

it has been exhausting to live our lives when we’ve questioned who we are and our 

place as Americans within the Scottish culture. 

 

Eventually our support system in Aberdeen began to grow and we began to feel a bit 

more secure in our home away from home.  Church friends invited us over for tea, 

more young adults began to attend Crown Terrace, and we developed friendships 

with other postgraduate students from university.  And while we continue to be aware 

that our cultures are different, we are also profoundly aware that we are bound  

together by Someone greater than all of us.  Our culture may help to define us in part, 

but God our Father truly reveals who we are as sisters and brothers in Christ.  It is 

AN ADIEU FROM TOM & SARAH 



because of the Holy Spirit working through people that we all can feel part of  

something bigger than our earthly cultures of origin.  Because of our unity in 

Him, we are all part of His kingdom on earth.  And it is because of the people 

at Crown Terrace that we’ve been able to feel more at home.  While our time in 

Aberdeen has been difficult, it has been incredibly good for us.  We’ve learned 

and experienced things we never would have had we not moved away from the 

United States.  There have been times of joy and laughter, growth and  

acceptance, and gratitude and blessing.  The Crown Terrace congregation has 

been an incredible part of the good times in Aberdeen.  You have loved us, 

accepted us, and made a place for us in your midst.  You have made living 

away from original home so much easier. 

 

We are so thankful for you and how you’ve invited us in to your lives.  We 

simply could not have thrived, or survived for that matter, in Aberdeen without 

you and your support.  We have learned so much from you and our church, and 

we are indebted to you for making our time in Aberdeen special and even, I 

dare say, FUN!  We will miss you terribly and our wonderful times of  

fellowship together.  We have enjoyed the walks, social events, Monymusk, 

Compass, Bible Studies, Y.A.F. lunches, Explore, preaching, worship, and 

sharing.  We doubt that we’ll ever find a church as exceptional as Crown  

Terrace.  But we know that although we will soon be living 3000 miles away 

from Aberdeen, one day we will be united again forever in God’s presence.  In 

the meantime, you’re always welcome to visit us in the tiny town of Spring 

Arbor, Michigan.  Our door is always open to you, just as yours has always 

been open to us.  Thank you. 
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And just to prove that there is nothing new under the sun, in 

1865 Gerard Manley Hopkins jotted a poem in his notebook 

which began: 

 

See how Spring opens with disabling cold, 

And hunting winds and the long-lying snow. 

Is it a wonder if the buds are slow? 

 

As I type this for our Easter edition, outside the rain is turning 

to sleet and the biting March wind is blowing.  Yesterday the 

snow plough was still hard at work. 

Editor 



 

RESURRECTION DAY 
 

Slowly walking to the tomb, 

To see Him one last time, 

We carried ointments and perfume 

To anoint our Lord sublime. 

With trembling steps we struggled on, 

Our hearts were breaking so, 

And then we saw the empty tomb, 

Oh, who would stoop so low? 

To rob us of one final glimpse, 

And strike yet another blow? 

Then He stepped out from the shadow, 

With a smile upon His face, 

A peaceful calm fell on us there, 

In the overflow of grace! 

I fell to touch His garment, 

And praise His Holy Name! 

My precious Saviour lives today, 

I will never be the same! 

 

©Thom Tapp 1999  
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The close of the 2004-5 season saw Crown Terrace taking the third  

division title, but simultaneously losing their star Malaysian player  

Dennis Oon who returned home. Although on paper this meant a  

challenging year of survival in the second division, the Crown Terrace 

team have done much better than that. Arrival of new player Peter Aird, at 

the start of the season did much to fill the gap left by Dennis. Playing 

alongside him, Erhu Gao, Willis Ma and Nigel Herbert have given  

numerous robust performances, and although never title contenders, have 

maintained a solid mid-table position throughout the year.  

TABLE TENNIS LEAGUE TABLE (DIVISION 2) 

AS AT 25TH MARCH 2006 

Kathy Sutherland would be delighted if people could help with exclamations, 
to avoid blasphemy. Blast sounds quite strong, and Gosh is often seen as 
humorous, but sometimes I am stuck for other words and would appreciate 

any exclamations we can share with each other.  
There's a bar of chocolate for the most funny! 
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OAK NEWS 

Organisation of Aberdeen Kirks  

Malcolm Steel, Treasurer. 

OAK has been very busy since the Christmas Newsletter was published.  We 

had very successful Christmas Lunches, a Charity Lunch and a Coffee Morning 

in addition to our usual Monday - Friday Lunches.  When told of the famine in 

Malawi we were able to give a donation via Aberdeen Presbytery of the Church 

of Scotland. 

 

Individually we are all looking forward to holidays, but keeping our rotas  

complete and the café open is becoming more difficult.  If we are not to close 

for part of the summer, we are appealing for more helpers to join us for a few 

hours a week or a fortnight or even once a month if that is all you could  

manage.  If you can help please have a word Daphne Cowking (01224 861209 

or daphne@crownterrace.com), Betty Steel (01224 641892) or just come to the 

café in St. Mark’s Church Hall between 10.00 and 13.00 Monday - Friday and 

find out where you could fit in. 

 

We are holding another Coffee Morning on 20th May  and a Lunch on 29th June.  

The proceeds of these events will go to charity and any suggestions for  

organisations which could benefit would be appreciated.  We may not be able 

to donate immediately but we will keep the suggestions in mind for the future. 

 

The Cogwheel Trust is helping to produce a recipe book as a fund raiser and 

they would appreciate recipes for their ‘Regional’ and ‘International’ sections.  

Any recipes should be with us by the middle of June. 

 

We want to thank our staff for all their hard work and our café customers for all 

their support and we wish everyone a Blessed Easter. 

David Collinson's book on healing and the New Testament is 
out now, but not yet in Wesley Owen. 



Places around the City where you can 

find Fairtrade coffee and tea served. 

Leading the way is Aberdeen City 

Council, where all coffee and tea served 

within the Town House is Fairtrade. 

Civic receptions within the Beach  

Ballroom also use Fairtrade and FT 

coffee and tea are offered at Provost 

Skene and Art Gallery Coffee Shops 

and at the internet café in the Central 

Library. 

Costa Café branches in Loch Street, 

Academy and Ottakar's 

Gordon Higlander's Museum 

Ferryhill Church Café 

Pillar Project Café 

Newton Dee Café 

Books and Beans, Belmont St 

Rosie's, Rosemount Place 

Starbuck's, Union St & St Nicholas 

Centre 

 

Zeste, Crombie Hall, University of  

Aberdeen 

Belmont Cinema Kilau Coffee, Little 

Belmont St 

James Dun Cafe, Schoolhill 

Soul and Spice, Belmont St 

Hatstand Nelly, Holburn St 

Café Revive, Marks & Spencer 

John Lewis - Restaurant and Expresso 

Bar 

OAK Café, St Mark's Church 

Terrace Café, Unitarian Church 

Rubislaw Church Centre Café 

La Bonne Baguette, Correction Wynd 

 

Some restaurants may charge extra for 

Fairtrade, or you may just have to ask 

for it. Others, like Café Revive, supply 

Fairtrade as standard. The first  

independent café to go all Fairtrade is 

Books and Beans. 



DATE TIME EVENT 

PLACE 

(if other than 

CTM) 

Sunday 16th April 

Easter Day,  

09.00 

11.00 

18.30 

Breakfast Communion   

Communion Rev Ian Anderson  

Howard Marshall 

April 22nd  19.00   

April 28th  

19.00 

for 

19.30  

Family Meal followed by  

Annual Church meeting �
 

May 10th 19.30 
An evening with Aled Jones and 

the Acclamations 
Music Hall 

May 14th - 20th   Christian Aid Week  

May 20th   10.00 OAK Coffee Morning  

May 20th  19.00   

June 4th  16.30 

Circuit Service to bid farewell to 

the Bowells and commission 

Andrew Stobart  

as a Local Preacher 

Peterhead 

June 6th  19.30 Church Council   

June 9th  19.30 
Aberdeen Bible Society  

Concert with the Acclamations 
Ferryhill Church 

June 17th  19.00   

June 25th  18.30 Conference Service  

June 29th   OAK Lunch 
St Mark’s Church 

Hall 

Friday November 10th -  

Sunday November 12th  
 Church Weekend 

Compass  

Christian Centre 

 


