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FROM THE MANSE

The opening cry of the liturgy on Easter morning is “Christ is risen!”

“Risen? Raised from the dead? Yeah right! And would you like to buy London
Bridge?” That's how Thomas might have responded if he had lived today.
This is the Thomas who said “Unless | see the nail marks in his hands, and put
my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, | will not
believe it.” (John 20:25).

He'd seen dead people before. And Jesus was dead. He sounds like a modern
sophisticated rationalist, “It cannot be contained within my modern scientific
world view therefore it didn’t happen.”

But what if it did happen? Thomas was convinced when Jesus appeared to
him, he dropped to his knees and said “My Lord and my God!” (John 20:28).

But perhaps it was self-hypnosis? The disciples wanted to believe that their
Lord was not dead, so they just invented the resurrection to comfort them-
selves.

But what of the evidence? Firstly, Jesus’ body was missing. If the authorities
could have found it, they could have stilled the preaching of Jesus’
resurrection that filled Jerusalem. But they could not.

Secondly, the body was not stolen. The Romans and the religious leaders of
Israel had no motive. And there were Roman guards to ensure the disciples
couldn’t take the body away!

And thirdly, if the disciples had stolen the body, you wouldn't expect them to
risk their lives. Frightened and persecuted people don’t choose to die for
what they know is a fake. But the disciples put their lives on the line, and
nearly all were eventually martyred for their faith. They certainly believed
it. Followers of Jesus in the city of Jerusalem grew from a few dozen to
thousands after the resurrection. They believed it was true.

These are not ‘proofs’ in one sense, but Jesus’ resurrection from the dead is
actually more plausible than any other explanation. It is a reasonable belief.

And we Christians make a big deal about Easter. We celebrate, because the
resurrection of Jesus means that death is not the end. Jesus, who was raised
from the dead, gives me eternal life.

And since Jesus is not dead, people can encounter him today. You can know
him through a personal relationship. | could point to lots of people who can
testify to what Jesus has done in their lives to bring them from the brink of
disaster to peace and meaning and joy. He changes people for good.

If you’re not sure, if you can’t really say you’ve met this risen Jesus, this
Easter Sunday why don’t you slip into church to seek him. And perhaps in the
midst of our celebration, you’ll find him for yourself.
“Christ is risen, He is risen indeed. Alleluia!”

Iawv
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We send our love and congratulations to both couples.
May God bless them in their [ives together.

DEATH
Betty Pirie on Thursday March 9" in Balnagask Nursing Home

We extend our sympathy to Ed and both their families.

Agnes Gillespie
celebrated her 97" birthday on March 21%. We send her belated
greetings. She is still in the Bruce Howie Unit in Woodend after
her accident and we wish her a steady recovery.

Alex Wainwright
has moved to Braid Hill Nursing Home, Liberton Drive,
Edinburgh, EH16 6NS.




TREASURER’S REPORT

¢ Audited accounts

The accounts for the year ended 31 August 2005 have been finalised and
audited by Dr. Graham Dalton. A copy of the accounts is pinned up in the
entrance vestibule of the Church. Copies are available from the Treasurer on
request, either in print or by e-mail.

* Giving by the congregation

It is very encouraging to note that average weekly donations, before Gift Aid
tax refund, for the first half of the current year to 31 August 2006, are £899
per week compared with £828 for the year to 31 August 2005, an increase of
almost 8.6%, and also an increase from the year to 31 August 2004 when
weekly giving was £824 per week.

o Gift Aid

The end of the tax year is 5 April 2006 and in due course Jackie Potts, the Gift
Aid secretary will be reclaiming the tax on donations to the Church
covered by Gift Aid declarations. If you are a member of the ‘Envelope
scheme’ and a tax payer, but have not signed a Gift Aid declaration, it is still
possible to do so and for Jackie to recover the tax (28p for every £1 donated)
for the tax year to 5 April 2006. Please see Jackie to obtain the form.
Conversely if you have signed a Gift Aid form and are no longer paying tax,
please let Jackie know.

e Assessment

The Quarterly assessment is the amount paid by the Church to the Circuit to
cover Ministers’ salaries and other Circuit costs. The assessment for the year
commencing 1 September 2005 is £33,595 compared with £33,236 and
£32,999 paid in the financial years 2005 and 2004 respectively.
The assessment for the year commencing 1 September 2006 is going to
increase to £39,269, an increase of 16.9%. The Circuit treasurer advises that is
because, this year, 2005/2006, the Circuit used the balance built up in the
Circuit General Account over previous years to subsidise the running costs of
the Circuit to the tune of £9,000. It limited the amount recovered from the
Circuit Churches to £142,000, for a third year in succession, compared to a
budgeted cost of £151,000. The balance in the Circuit General Account has
now been used up. The budgeted running costs for the Circuit for 2006/ 2007
are £160,500, an increase of £9,500 on the current year or 6.29%

Barbara Cresswell

Church Treasurer



If you were around CTM last June you may
remember the launch of Explore. At that
time, even those of us who were organising
the event were not sure how it would turn out,
but we wanted to try something new to
express our Christian faith and invite others
to join us. QOur aim was to create a
welcoming space at church in which we
could consider issues of life and faith.

Ten months and nine events later, Explore
continues as one of the important ministries
of CTM. Some things have not changed: the
relaxed café atmosphere, the time for
discussion, and the contemporary band-led
worship. We still aim to be a space where we
can gain a fresh perspective on our Christian
faith. And we still hope to welcome those
who do not yet know God through Jesus
Christ, and share our faith with them. As one
of the Explore team suggested, we hope to
‘increase the bandwidth’ of our church, and
enable those who may not naturally come
along to Sunday worship to find a
welcoming, living community to which they
can belong.

In other ways, though, Explore is growing
and developing. @ We have an average
attendance of thirty, though we have made
contact with many more. Some come from
other churches, while others come from none,
or from another faith. We have discussed
issues such as identity, loneliness,
consumerism, Christmas, and love. I have
recently been approached by another church
in Aberdeen who have been inspired by
Explore to think about running a similar
programme!

Last October, Explore hosted a concert by
Gareth Davies-Jones and Rob Halligan. The
success of this event prompted us to consider
whether we could use Explore as a venue for
similar events, to promote the Christian faith
through music and the arts. In our growing
café culture, ‘acoustic café gigs’ are an
exciting and appropriate way to share our

faith with our friends. Explore was
delighted to host Yvonne Lyon, a
contemporary  Christian musician from

Glasgow, on 18" March, and we hope to
incorporate three or four such events into the
programme for 2006/7.

discussion | fairtrade café | music

YBlore

@ ctm

join the conversation
www.explore.blogs.com

So why do we do it? Why expend all this
effort and resources? First, because Jesus
Christ is for all. Our forefather in the faith,
John Wesley, is renowned for going where
the people were — in his case, the fields! So
too, we attempt to go where people are — the
café culture, the anxiety and confusion many
of us have about the issues of life in today’s
world. Christ is for us, for our friends, for
our neighbours in life, for all.

Secondly, we run Explore because sharing
faith happens best in the context of
relationship. While there are, of course, other
methods of evangelism, it is with our
personal contacts and friends that we feel
most challenged to share the Person who is at
the centre of our lives as Saviour and Lord.
Sure, we can do this everyday. However,
Explore provides an intentional space where
we can talk openly about our faith to others.
Explore is about building friendships that go
deeper than comments about the chilly
Aberdeen weather! In the words of last
year’s Methodist Conference report, it is
about ‘recovering Christian conversation as a
means of discipleship’ and, I might add, as a
means of evangelism.

We appreciate your ongoing prayers and
support for Explore. 1t would be great if we
could see this initiative continuing to grow as
we bring along our friends. Also, if you have

any ideas for topics for next year’s
programme, please let us know.
Andrew Stobout



REPORTS FROM ORGANISATIONS

SUNDAY SCHOOL

On a typical Sunday in March during the morning Service each of the
small rooms was occupied by children or young people. There was
laughter and fun, games, crafts and songs, miming and marching and
memory verses! Friendships were made as we welcomed a new family
to the Church. And together we enjoyed learning about God’s world,
his greatness and his love for each one of us, and how we can live our
lives for him.

In recent months we have delighted in the growing number of children
in the church from our youngest members — Jessica and Autumn of just
a few months to those in our Senior's group. Please give thanks for
these exciting times and pray for each of our children and young
people and for their families.

WOMEN'’S FELLOWSHIP

After a slow start to the 2006 session, and being almost thwarted by
snow, our fellowship is planning to meet on the fourth (or last) Thursday
of each month (except July, August & December). So far we have met
in room é at church but as the summer comes we may stretch our wings
and visit each others homes. New friends are being made, new ideas
explored and food shared. We pray together, support each other in
love and are never lost for words. We welcome you if you would like to
join us.

MEN'S BREAKFAST

Four times this year we combined enlightening conversations with
butteries, breakfast burritos, delicious muffins and bacon with the end
result of a good ol’ time. This year’'s Men's Breakfast heard from Paul &
Howard on the United Bible Societies, Graham Dalton on post-G8, lan
Anderson on himself, and Carlwin, Lawrence & Bennie on their visions for
their futures. Each presentation inspired thought provoking questions
which led to profound conversations. Many sincere thanks to those who
have shared, to those who came early to cook and to those who just
came to eat; because of you the Men's breakfast continues to be a
great time of fellowship and mentorship (younger guys always benefit
from hanging out with slightly older guys). The upcoming breakfast will
be an opportunity to send off Tom Holsinger-Friesen to Spring Arbor
University and the Dbirthplace of the Republican Party -
Jackson, Michigan.



BABIES & TODDLERS

It may be no surprise to you that my boys (especially Adam) like their
biscuits. It's no surprise to quite a few families in this area either. Monday
mornings Adam can be seen (much to my blushing chagrin) first in line to
grab his HANDFUL of malted milk biscuits at the Crown Terrace Mother and
Toddler Group snack fime. If you asked him—and he could answer through
his crumb-filled mouth—he might say that this is his favourite part of Monday
play group—along with the singing (especially “Miss Polly had a Dolly”), and
playing with the Fischer-Price car garage with action lift and descent ramp,
and the Noah's Ark...oh, and pushing the doll pram around the room, and
careening down the slide and through the tunnel...He could go on and on
(and on and on and...) My favourite part of the play group is putting my
derriere on a chair (“Hey, that rhymes!” Matthew would say) and having an
almost uninterrupted conversation with another parent (or seven or eight
different interrupted conversations with as many women.)

This Mother and Toddler group was first discussed on 25.10.95 by Anne
Kelley, Anne Hubbuck and Pat Poulson with the encouragement of Gerald
Bostock, the minister at that time. From what | understand, it went through
some lean tfimes when very few families attended. Now, however, it is
thriving (read: bursting at the seams). It has quite the reputation in the
community as well. | have heard it called (and | quote) “the best play
group in the city” by more than one mother, even by those who have never
aftended but have only learned about it from others. And new people
keep showing up.

Even though the community loves if, I'm not exactly sure how God uses
this type of “ministry” for the furtherance of his kingdom. |'ve pondered this
a lot. To my recollection, I've never had a “spiritual” conversation with
anyone on a Monday morning; | have never shared my faith; | don’t know if
many of the mothers from this group even go to church on Sundays. Yet as
a mother of toddlers, | know that this group meets some of my personal
needs for adult intferaction and conversation. Monday mornings give me
something to look forward to...and for a stay-at-home mom, something to
look forward to is important. Jesus tells us that the greatest commandments
are about loving God and loving others. | think we (I) sometimes assume
that anything without Spiritual push or obviousness is of little value and of
little use to God. Yet according to these commandments we are doing the
most important work when we are loving God and loving others. The
women (and men) of this church who have been involved in this ministry are
actively loving the members of this community by meeting their needs and
faithfully caring for them. | have no idea how God will use and bless this
faithfulness, but | trust he will bring himself glory through it however he
chooses.

Cheers to you, Anne, Anne, Daphne, (and Jack and Nigelll) and all you
others who help out intermittently (Katherine, Pauline, Alice and others).
Thank you all for loving this community, and thank you for loving me and my
boys by ministering to us in this way (and by saying no to Adam when he
comes up for MORE BISCUITS).

Carrie Becker



REPORTS FROM ORGANISATIONS
continued

TUESDAY HOUSE GROUP

We have not met as frequently as we would have liked this past
year, due to illness and other factors. When we have met,
however, we have had profitable times studying the book of
Ephesians.

We had an excellent meeting on 21st February when Tom Scoftt
from Gilcomston South came and spoke and showed slides of his
regular visits to Thailand with two eye-surgeons. It was thrilling to
hear of the work being done.

We would like to see more people join our group which averages
about 6 in number.

SUNDAY AT TEN BIBLE CLASS

We meet every Sunday morning at ten o’clock in room 4. Again
we have had another exciting year studying God's word
together.

After going through the book of James, we have moved on to
1 & 2 Timothy.

We have been challenged on ‘conftrolling out tongues’; ‘what is
true religion” and ‘wealth and true riches’.

We are an international group and would like to see more people
join us in the coming year.

SUNDAY PRAYER GROUP

We meet every second Sunday at 9.30 a.m. It is sometimes a
struggle to get up a bit earlier on a Sunday morning to be at
Crown Terrace for that time, but what a privilege it is to meet
together for prayer - with a faithful group of three - six.

We bring the wider world, its needs and concerns before God; we
pray for our own church and circuit; individuals and their needs.
This year, 2006, the Methodist Church has committed itself to ‘Pray
Without Ceasing’. Why not try and join us on a Sunday morning?2
Prayer is the powerhouse of the Church.



PRAYERS AND PANCAKES FOR LENT
BOB & BARBARA’S HOUSEGROUP 10" MARCH

While listening to Louis Armstrong singing “What a Wonderful World” we
prayed for the people of the world focussing on statistics concerning HIV/AIDS
such as: the number of people living with HIV in North America, Western and
Central Europe rose to 1.9 million in 2005; the AIDS epidemic claimed an
estimated 24,000 lives in the Caribbean in 2005, making it the leading cause of
death among adults aged 15-44 years; in Latin America in 2005, approximately
66,000 people died of AIDS, and 200,000 were newly infected and among young
people 15-24 years, an estimated 0.4% of women and 0.6% men were living with
HIV in 2005.

Our thoughts were then directed towards CHRONIC POVERTY;
specifically that the distinguishing feature of chronic poverty is its extended
duration; many of the chronically poor die prematurely from health problems that
are easily preventable; such poverty is hard to reverse; it is typically characterized
by low income and assets, hunger and undernutrition, illiteracy, and lack of access
to basic necessities; poor women and girls, children, and older people (especially
widows) are more likely to be trapped in poverty.

We prayed for INJUSTICE in the world. Extrajudicial executions were
carried out in 47 countries; people were “disappeared” by state agents in 28
countries; victims of torture and ill-treatment by security forces, police and other
state authorities were reported in 132 countries; prisoners of conscience were held
in 44 countries; people were arbitrarily arrested and detained without charge or
trial in 58 countries; people were sentenced to death in 63 countries; people were
executed in 28 countries; armed opposition groups committed serious human
rights violations in 35 countries; armed groups have committed violent acts and
killings in 34 countries; armed groups have committed torture and ill-treatment in
18 countries; armed groups have committed hostage takings and abductions in 16
countries.

We prayed for the Earth and our Environment and meditated on
Genesis 1: 24 - 31; Inversnaid by Gerard Manley Hopkins and Genesis 6: 5 - 22.
We listened to “Didn’t it Rain” sung by Mahalia Jackson and we prayed: Creator
and Saviour, we have exploited earth for our selfish ends, turned our backs on the
cycles of life and forgotten we are your stewards. Now soils become barren, air
and water become unclean, species disappear and humans are diminished. In
penitence we come to you. In dependence on the God of life, may we cherish the
precious earth, the earth of the God of life, the earth of the Christ of love, the earth
of the Holy Spirit. In dependence on the God of life, may the earth be our bed of
hope. Amen.

We prayed for the Church in the World focussing on Acts 6:1 - 7 and the
music of An Amen from Armenia. We contemplated that Jesus intended the
church to be a community, inspired by God, who lives in unity with himself - Father,
Son and Holy Spirit - an eternal community. ‘Church’ is about being a people of
mutual love and support, socially, emotionally and spiritually. In this way, it
becomes a visible (though faltering) expression of God’s presence in the world.

We listed the 2.3 billion professing Christians throughout the world and
our final thoughts were gathered together in the one prayer that we all shared -

THE LORD’S PRAYER.

Our fellowship ended in time-honoured way by sharing food - pancakes - together.



Young Adultl Fellowship a Success Story:
But Why?

When | was asked to write this article it was supposed to be a simple report on
the activities of YAF (the Young Adult Fellowship). | however would like to take
this opportunity to do something slightly extra. | will give a brief report on YAF
but | would like to try and explain why YAF is where it is today and who's to
blame.

Recently YAF has been going from strength to strength and playing an even
greater role in our society’s life. We have welcomed a number of new students
and families this academic year and each new person has brought their own
unique gifts to share with us. Our Wednesday study meetings continue to raise
interesting discussions and as long as Brian and | don’t talk foo much they tend
to be very intellectually stimulating. | remain constantly amazed by the number
and quality of meals prepared for our fortnightly lunches and | would like to
thank everyone who has generously catered for us, it really is much appreciated
(by the way | particularly like crumble and custard, just in case). As well as our
organised gatherings YAF provides many opportunities for social interaction and
| think we all benefit from having such a large, diverse and caring group of
friends. In the wider church YAF members are heavily involved in many things.
The musical talents of the band are regularly displayed and | think Crown
Terrace is really blessed to have such talent on hand. Special praise needs to
go fto Ben, Lizzie, Rebecca, the other Ben, honorary young person Nigel and
band-master Stobie for brightening our worship with their musical abilities.
Richard Cornell has reformed the creche and it is great to see the youngsters
who made this necessary enjoying church as much as the rest of us. Our big
activity is of course Explore. At our last event we had nearly 100 people in to see
a concert by Yvonne Lyon and husband David. The Lyon's are very good,
professional musicians and having them perform in our church is a real honour,
the evening concert was incredible good and I'm sure everyone who was there
had a great time. Explore has taken off over the last few months and | strongly
encourage everyone to try and join us sometime.

So, the Young Adult Fellowship is active, growing and, | think, a real blessing to
Crown Terrace Methodist Church. We have members from all over the world
and continue to attract young adults looking for fellowship and the chance to
commit to playing an active role in a church society. However a few years ago
YAF was completely non-existent. When | returned to Aberdeen roughly four
years ago almost everyone | had grown up with in Sunday school had moved
on to big and brighter things and our once strong Methsoc was debunked.
Unfortunately Crown Terrace had lost almost an entire generation of



worshippers. So how have we gone from there to our position of strength now?

| think the credit for what has been achieved and the new life and enthusiasm
that has been brought to YAF and subsequently our whole society can be
accredited to certain key figures. Many people have helped and supported us
and they are too numerous to list but | thank them all, however a small number
of names spring out as having really lit the fuse. Firstly Mikey Dyer, our fearless
leader, who has led, guided and encouraged us all the way. Despite his
modesty, without Mike in our fellowship I'm not sure there would be a fellowship.
Secondly Bob and Anne Kelley, two of the nicest people in the world and two of
the most generous as well. Then Nigel Herbert for his energy, sense of humour
and common sense, something that can go missing if some of us are left alone
(Brian and | again I'm afraid). As | have already said there are many more
people who have made things possible, so again cheers.

But now | have one final and main thank you to say, in fact this is the main point |
have been building to (my Mum always says I'm long winded). There are | think
two people central to YAF's resurgence. Two people who | think made many
things possible and who have created a vibrant and sustainable legacy of their
time in Aberdeen. |, of course, mean Tom and Sarah Holsinger-Friesen. |I'm sure
that it is no coincidence that Tom and Sarah’s time here has coincided with @
real time of growth within YAF and CTM. First impressions aren’t always right but |
do remember liking the Holsinger-Friesen’s the first time | met them, (even though
they knew very little about football or cricket), so first impressions aren’t always
wrong either. Tom, the tall slightly geek one, with his somewhat louder, cheery
wife made themselves immediately popular when they first arrived. We have all
been privileged enough to get to know Tom and Sarah over the last few years
and I'm sure we all hold treasured memories of them. For me it will be Tom
cheating at risk or gently coercing me to do scripture readings, with Sarah it will
be her threatening me with the phrase “I'm going to knock you out, you little
punk” after every time | made a wise-crack about Americans (all in the spirit of
good fun | hasten to add) or the pair of them holding hands in church. Without
Tom and Sarah organising events and people the few students we did have
would have probably drifted away. The H-F's brought people together, bridging
the gap between the students and the rest of the congregation. It was the H-F's
who would came up with new ideas and, with other people helping, made
them happen. Tom and Sarah led bible studies, organised social events, took
pastoral care of the students, led services, organised scripture readers, played
guitar and sang, sat on Church Council and became involved in every aspect
of CTM that they could. Over the last few years I've lost count of the number of
new people Tom and Sarah have brought into our society or the number of
times they've helped someone already here. | think | can safely say YAF as if is
today is down in no small part to two truly dedicated Yanks who have given
Crown Terrace Methodist Church their all over the last four years. Tom and
Sarah, we will miss you but | know that because of your efforts YAF will continue
to grow and flourish even if we are weaker without you. | thank you for all
you've done for Crown Terrace and I'm sure we all hope you don't leave it too
long before coming back to check on us.

Iain Cresswell



AN INTERVIEW WITH
DOREEN MARY WALLS

I was born in the parish of Warehorne, Kent, near the edge of Romney Marsh, in August
1919, arriving nine months after my father had returned from Germany, where he had
been a prisoner of war. I was born with my right foot back to front, so I had hospital
treatment from two weeks old.

I had a very happy childhood, with an older sister and two younger brothers, and grand-
parents living next door. Mum had a hard life; living in a small village, we had no
electricity, gas or coal. One wood fire (with oven attached) served the whole house, but
Mum cooked wonderful meals on it — though she had to carry every drop of water from a
pump four houses away. Dad worked six full days a week on a family farm, never taking
a holiday save for Christmas Day and the annual Sunday School outing to the seaside.
He also worked an allotment as well as our half-acre garden to keep us in vegetables and
fruit through the year. He collected the wood and sawed the logs to keep the fire going,
and still found time to mend our shoes.

We all went to the village school; the headmaster, a son of the manse, a local preacher
and a man of principle, had a great influence on me. The Methodist Church was our life,
and we were taken there at an early age. Our Sunday School was large — boys sat on one
side, girls on the other. Our superintendent was the village cobbler, a disabled man in a
bath chair, and a real saint. I entered the choir at 12 (the organist and choirmaster was
very strict and painstaking, but I loved it), became a Sunday School teacher at 17, and
got my first understandings of the overseas church as treasurer of the Wesley Guild and
the Girls’ League.

In those pre-inoculation days we all went through the regular children’s diseases,
whooping cough, chicken pox and measles. The last nearly killed me, and for some time
I could not walk. When I was fourteen I developed TB, and after a year of treatment was
sent to a convalescent home far away from home. The regime was quite harsh, all the
other patients were ten or under, and I was miserably homesick. It was now that I
learned something about prayer. I prayed to God to send me a friend — and He did. This
enabled me to cope with the next six months, and I was also able to make friends with
the younger children, comfort the tiny ones and, on finding some hymnbooks, hold
unofficial ward services - quite unknown to the staff!



When war came, my brothers were called up, and enlisted in the RAF; and
in due time I, too, received my call-up papers. At that time I was working
on a farm, as the doctor had said I must lead an outdoor life, and I was still
getting treatment for TB. I was feeding chickens, gathering eggs, hoeing
turnips, weeding kale and milking cows (all for threepence an hour!) To the
surprise of many who thought I would never pass the medical, I was
accepted for the Women’s Royal Air Force. After training at Gloucester and
Morecambe, I was posted to an air-sea rescue station in Kent where we saw
plenty of action, with many planes shot down and bodies, British and
German, brought to our morgue.

After a long walk I found a small Methodist chapel. On the first occasion
that I got to evening service the preacher was the Rev Edward Le Poidevin,
whose family is well known at Crown Terrace. After that 1 used to take
other airmen and airwomen with me. In 1943 I was posted to Stafford,
where Snow Hill Methodist Church provided a home from home. I was a
member of a Christian group, mostly young, enthusiastic airmen, that took
services and shared in evangelistic campaigns all over the area. The week’s
course in Christian leadership to which I was sent by the chaplain, stands
out in my memory as a spiritual landmark. After some years — I was now a
sergeant — I was sent to Hereford on a course. There, in the hangar that
formed the station church, I met my future husband Andrew, then a
sergeant in the Education department.

The Air Force years meant a lot to me. After being treated as an invalid for
so much of my life I now had an active life, and was given responsibility
and an important job. I met many wonderful Christians along the way,
whose example enriched my Christian life.

Andrew and I were married in 1953. The next 53 years were to take us to
many places - we worked at different times in Sierra Leone, Nigeria and the
United States - and brought us to a new spiritual home in Crown
Terrace. It was an important background for our two children. Christine,
who trained as a speech therapist at Robert Gordon’s, married Alan, an
American graduate student who came to Aberdeen University and taught in
the Sunday School at CTM. They worked in Nigeria where Christine had
grown up, before coming to Southampton where they are now, a few miles
from Andrew, our son, still a bachelor, who i1s Reader in Immuno-
Pharmacology at Southampton University.

I fear I have gone on too long, but writing this has brought back so much of

my journey through faith, and I thank God for it all. I have been richly
blessed.

Doreenv Wally



INTRODUCING LORNA HERBERT

Lorna Herbert (nee Sutherland) was born nearly half a century ago in Seafield
Hospital, Buckie. She attended Findochty Primary and Buckie High Schools.

Music has always played a major part in her life. She began playing the piano at
age 7, the violin at 8, changing to the viola at Secondary School and began
singing lessons at 14. At school she sang in choirs, played in school and local
orchestras and in chamber groups. She was a member of the first National Youth
Orchestra of Scotland.

Findochty is quite a religious village with 4 Brethren meeting places, a Church of
Scotland, a Salvation Army hall and a Methodist chapel. Lorna was brought up in
the “Chapel “. She attended Sunday School, Youth Groups and in her later years
at school played the organ - following in the footsteps of her mother.

Like most teenagers in Findochty, Lorna had to leave home to gain further
education. She came to Aberdeen and studied Music at Aberdeen College of
Education (now part of Aberdeen University). While in Aberdeen, Lorna
attended CTM, sung in the choir and helped out the then organist Alec Brooker. It
was at the Student Fellowship where she met an English geology student called
Nigel.

She began her teaching career at Elgin Academy. This was followed by five
memorable years at Northfield Academy.

In 1980 Lorna and Nigel were married by Rev T. Haydn Wainwright in
Findochty. In 1984 she began a new career - motherhood.

At the beginning of 1987, BP moved a large number of staff to London, so the
Herbert family moved to Colchester in Essex. While there, they worshipped at
West Bergholt and Wimpole Road Methodist churches. Lorna was involved with
the Sunday School and Women’s Fellowship. Three years later the family were
on the move again , this time to Burnside in Glasgow. There they worshipped at
St Andrew’s Methodist Church in East Kilbride. It was at this time that Lorna and
Nigel became church members. Again she helped with the Sunday school and
also played the piano for the services and the youth group. In Glasgow she was
able to enjoy her love of choral singing and sang with Glasgow Cathedral Choral
Society and the Lyric Choir. Three years later BP closed their Glasgow office and
the family came back home to Aberdeen.

Lorna returned to teaching and is now a part-rime Primary Music Specialist in the
St Machar ASG. At CTM she plays the organ, is one of the weekly notice sheet
team and organises the Christmas post-box. She sings in the Bach Choir, enjoys
reading, gardening, and needs a daily “fix” of Killer Sodoku.



WHY DO WE CALL IT
‘GOOD’ FRIDAY?

Calling the day of the Crucifixion ‘Good’ Friday is a designation that is
peculiar to the English language. In German, for example, it is called
Karfreitag. The Kar part is an obsolete word, the ancestor of the English word
care in the sense of cares and woes, and it meant mourning. So in German,
it is Mourning Friday. And that is what the disciples did on that day - they
mourned. They thought all was lost.

I've also read somewhere that the word good used to have a secondary
meaning of holy. It’s possible that Good Friday is a contraction of God'’s
Friday, just as good-bye is a contraction of God be with ye.

But | think we call it Good Friday because, in retrospect, all that tragedy
brought about the greatest good there could be. Through Jesus’ sacrificial
death on the cross, through his dying for our sin, we are set free. Our sins
really do have consequences, some of which continue to echo in our lives,
but the just punishment we could expect from God is taken away. God
chose to bear his justice himself, on our behalf.

| can see virtue in either terminology. If we call it Mourning Friday, we are
facing reality head on, taking up the cross if you will, fully conscious that the
Christian walk is seldom a walk in the park. But if we call it Good Friday, we
are confessing the Christian hope that no tragedy - not even death - can
overwhelm God’ providence, love, and grace. Either way seems fine to me!

Towv

Many people spread their cloaks on the
road, while others cut branches in the
fields and spread them on the road. ...  Muhammad’s finest hour may have been
Jesus entered Jerusalem, went into the ~ when, at the age of sixty, he returned
Temple, and looked round at every- again to Mecca and led thousands of
thing. But since it was already late in  troops triumphantly into Mecca with
the day, he went out to Bethany with little killing or looting. ... Unlocking the
the twelve disciples. Ka’ba, the focal point of ritual prayers,
Muhammad had the 360 idols burned or
Mark 11: 8,11  broken. He ordered that only the icon
depicting Jesus on his mother’s knee be
preserved.



AN ADIEU FROM TOM & SARAH

It is hard to believe that our time in Aberdeen is coming to a close. It seems like just
yesterday that Tom and I walked into Crown Terrace Methodist Church that first
Sunday morning (actually it was September 8, 2002). Being United Methodists, we
were committed to the Methodist church and wanted to make it our church home.
But we were also aware that we would need to feel deeply supported during our time
in Aberdeen and had already decided that if we could not find that support at the
Methodist church, we investigate attending others. Fortunately for us, we received
such a warm welcome that day and knew that Crown Terrace would be a place where
we could serve and feel part of a church family.

Living away from our country of origin and our support system has been challenging
for us. Driving on the left side of the road, interpreting the Aberdonian dialect, and
learning how to cook Scottish cuisine have proven to be an interesting experiment in
living life. And then there’s that thesis! Tom embarked upon the largest research
project of his life and has attempted to maintain his sanity with lunchtime walks
through Duthie Park and listening to Classic FM. Sarah set out in a job as a support
worker—a job she’d never done before and in a culture not her own. Sometimes she
isn’t so sure she’s maintained much sanity! To begin with, we were a couple without
a support system striving to do new things away from what we knew and the people
who loved us. It has been difficult. There have been times of loneliness and
confusion, anger and doubt, and frustration and weariness. We have been thrust into
a life situation which demands our full attention. While living in our culture of origin
requires little additional effort because we are surrounded by what we know and
understand, living life outside that culture requires more energy just to live out our
daily lives. We’ve experienced misunderstandings and miscommunications nearly
every day and that can be tiresome. On a good day, we’ve felt like guests, but on a
bad day, we’ve felt like outsiders. And while Aberdeen has become our home, it’s
been hard to feel at rest at times. This can be the reality of cross-cultural living. It
has been daunting to try to know and love ourselves in a context which is foreign to
our life experience, because culture, in part, helps to define us. The kinds of food we
eat, how we think, our attitudes, and even how we communicate vary from culture to
culture. These differences impact who we are and how we live our lives. Sometimes,
it has been exhausting to live our lives when we’ve questioned who we are and our
place as Americans within the Scottish culture.

Eventually our support system in Aberdeen began to grow and we began to feel a bit
more secure in our home away from home. Church friends invited us over for tea,
more young adults began to attend Crown Terrace, and we developed friendships
with other postgraduate students from university. And while we continue to be aware
that our cultures are different, we are also profoundly aware that we are bound
together by Someone greater than all of us. Our culture may help to define us in part,
but God our Father truly reveals who we are as sisters and brothers in Christ. It is



because of the Holy Spirit working through people that we all can feel part of
something bigger than our earthly cultures of origin. Because of our unity in
Him, we are all part of His kingdom on earth. And it is because of the people
at Crown Terrace that we’ve been able to feel more at home. While our time in
Aberdeen has been difficult, it has been incredibly good for us. We’ve learned
and experienced things we never would have had we not moved away from the
United States. There have been times of joy and laughter, growth and
acceptance, and gratitude and blessing. The Crown Terrace congregation has
been an incredible part of the good times in Aberdeen. You have loved us,
accepted us, and made a place for us in your midst. You have made living
away from original home so much easier.

We are so thankful for you and how you’ve invited us in to your lives. We
simply could not have thrived, or survived for that matter, in Aberdeen without
you and your support. We have learned so much from you and our church, and
we are indebted to you for making our time in Aberdeen special and even, |
dare say, FUN! We will miss you terribly and our wonderful times of
fellowship together. We have enjoyed the walks, social events, Monymusk,
Compass, Bible Studies, Y.A.F. lunches, Explore, preaching, worship, and
sharing. We doubt that we’ll ever find a church as exceptional as Crown
Terrace. But we know that although we will soon be living 3000 miles away
from Aberdeen, one day we will be united again forever in God’s presence. In
the meantime, you’re always welcome to visit us in the tiny town of Spring
Arbor, Michigan. Our door is always open to you, just as yours has always
been open to us. Thank you.




GHANA UPDATE

We are now in the process of getting ready for our annual visit to
St Peter and the New Achimota Circuit, Accra. A delegation of five from
the Circuit Women’s Network will leave Aberdeen on 20" May for a
fifteen-day visit. The earlier than usual date is because of the Methodist
Connexional Conference is being held in Edinburgh at the time of our
normal visit at the end of June. Elsie will be going out a week or so
earlier to finalise the arrangements. If anyone from CTM wishes to join
them they would be most welcome.

It is intended that the women will share fellowship with their
counterparts at St Peter, building on friendly contacts already
established. They hope, amongst other things, to introduce the ladies to
a spot of Scottish Country Dancing. Whether the eightsome reel is
suitable for the climate or the dignified rhythmic nature of Ghanaian
dance culture | doubt- but that’s the point of this business, ain’t it?
Fortunately, | don’t think the men are going to be faced with the
prospect of kilt-wearing! A member of the delegation is active in the
Guides, and hopes to work with the Girls’ Brigade, which was established,
partly with our support, while we were there two years ago.

An important aspect of the visit will be to check on the progress
being made in building the Church/School/Clinic at Osonodompe, an
outreach mission of the New Achimota Circuit. Last year a successful
clinic was held in the village while we were there, and it’s intended to
organise another during this year’s visit. The North of Scotland Circuit has
been most generous in its backing of this venture to renew the spiritual
and material life of this place. We have also gratefully received for this
venture the proceeds of the Learig concert held in Crown Terrace before
Christmas.

Crown Terrace directs its financial efforts towards the building
projects at St Peter, which need to be completed to further its spiritual
and social mission to the local community. We have been particularly
involved in getting a Mission House built, which will include a manse for
the minister, who is currently living with his brother-in-law. Last year the
foundations had been completed, and we are anticipating that
substantial further progress has been made. As before, we shall be
donating more resources to the project, which | think they intend to call
Aberdeen House. So, if you haven’t filled your Smartie Tubes as
generously as last year, ‘now’s the time, no more delay’!



An important development is that Gloria Morris from
Peterhead has managed to get hold of an 80 foot container to send to
Ghana, which will come to her house in the late summer.

Consequently, we shall be negotiating with our partners in
Ghana as to what it might best contain. It is, however, already
intended that it should include 30 or so donated second-hand
computers for Accra Wesley Girls Senior Secondary School, a new
school designed to give good quality education for girls. The
headmistress, Mary Asiedu, is a leading member of the congregation
at St Peter. We are also thinking of including a number of sewing
machines, and we might be able to include medical equipment,
including hospital beds. Fortunately, the superintendent minister in
New Achimota is also procurement officer for the Ghana Connexion,
so he will be most helpful both in advising what to include and in
smoothing its passage through Tema, Accra’s port.

Inevitably, a letter like this tends to place emphasis on what
we can do for them. It is, however, important to emphasise that
whatever is done is in the context of a proven record of local self-
help: the St Peter congregation have made considerable progress in
building their church from their own collections, the circuit church,
St John, is in the process of building a school all the way through
from kindergarten to senior secondary, and Methodists across Ghana
are involved in educational and medical projects financed mostly out
of their own limited financial resources. They do, however, greatly
value any outside help in expediting their calling, and they have
great riches to offer any who seek to share their life in the spirit.

Michael Dyer

PLEASE HAVE CONTRIBUTIONS FOR
THE NEXT NEWSLETTER TO ANNE OR
KATHERINE BY AUGUST 27™
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EASTER

by
GERARD MANLEY HOPKINS

Break the box and shed the nard;
Stop not now to count the cost;
Hither bring pearl, opal, sard;
Reck not what the poor have lost;
Upon Christ throw all away:
Know ye, this is Easter Day

Build His church and deck His shrine;
Empty though it be on earth;

Ye have kept your choicest wine -
Let it flow for heavenly mirth;
Pluck the harp and breathe the horn:
Know ye not ‘tis Easter morn?

Gather gladness from the skies;
Take a lesson from the ground;
Flowers do ope their heavenward eyes
And a Spring-time joy have found;
Earth throws Winter’s robes away,
Decks herself for Easter Day.

And just to prove that there is nothing new under the sun, in
1865 Gerard Manley Hopkins jotted a poem in his notebook
which began:

See how Spring opens with disabling cold,
And hunting winds and the long-lying snow.
Is it a wonder if the buds are slow?

As I type this for our Easter edition, outside the rain is turning
to sleet and the biting March wind is blowing. Yesterday the
snow plough was still hard at work.

Editor



RESURRECTION DAY

Slowly walking to the tomb,
To see Him one last time,

We carried ointments and perfume
To anoint our Lord sublime.
With trembling steps we struggled on,
Our hearts were breaking so,

And then we saw the empty tomb,
Oh, who would stoop so low?

To rob us of one final glimpse,
And strike yet another blow?
Then He stepped out from the shadow,
With a smile upon His face,

A peaceful calm fell on us there,

In the overflow of grace!

I fell to touch His garment,
And praise His Holy Name!
My precious Saviour lives today,
I will never be the same!




The Small Beatitudes

Blessed are those who can laugh at themselves;
they will have no end of fun.

Blessed are those who can tell a mountain from a molehill;
they will be saved a lot of bother.

Blessed are those who know how to relax without looking for excuses;
they are on the way to becoming wise.

Blessed are those who are sane enough not to take themselves too
seriously;
they will be valued most by those about them.

Happy are you if you can take things seriously and face serious things
calmly;
you will go far in life.

Happy are you if you can appreciate a smile and forget a frown;
you will walk on the sunny side of the street.

Happy are you if you can be kind in understanding the attitudes of others
even when the signs are unfavourable;
you may be taken for a fool but this is the price of charity.

Blessed are those who think before acting and pray before thinking;
they will avoid many blunders.

Happy are you if you know how to hold your tongue and smile, even when
people interrupt and contradict you or tread on your toes;
the Gospel has begun to seep into your heart.

Above all, blessed are you who recognise the Lord in all whom you meet;

the light of truth shines in your life for you have found true wisdom.

Joseph Folliet
in Spirit Level



2007 - A YEAR OF METHODIST ANNIVERSARIES

Next year brings a series of significant anniversaries within the
Methodist Church. Should we be considering marking any of them?

1707 300th anniversary of the birth of Charles Wesley

1807 200th anniversary of the first ‘camp meeting’, forerunner
of Primitive Methodism

1857 150th anniversary of the first Assembly of the United
Methodist Free Churches

1907 100th anniversary of the formation of the United Methodist
Church

1932 75th anniversary of Methodist Union establishing the

Methodist Church of Great Britain

THE PRIMITIVE METHODISTS

In 1806 a charismatic and controversial American revivalist, Lorenzo
Dow, introduced the idea of open-air evangelistic meetings into
Britain. Dow’s description of ‘camp meetings’ fired the imagination of a
Staffordshire Methodist, Hugh Bourne, a carpenter and wheelwright,
but the Methodist authorities considered such gatherings highly
improper.

Despite this discouragement, the first British ‘camp meeting” was held
on the rocky hill of Mow Cop, near Stoke-on-Trent on May 31%1807.
Bourne was expelled from Wesleyan Methodism and joined another
local Methodist, a potter, William Clowes, to form ‘Primitive Methodism’,
so-called because they saw their open-air evangelism as a return to the
authentic ways of early Methodism. The ‘Prims’ grew into the second
largest Methodist denomination in Britain, with a reputation for being a
working class ‘people’s church’. The ‘Prims continued until 1932 when
the Methodist Union took place, and the Primitive Methodists merged
with the Wesleyan Methodists and the United Methodists to form the
Methodist Church of Great Britain.



TABLE TENNIS LEAGUE TABLE (DIVISION 2)

AS AT 25™ MARCH 2006
Division 2 P | W |D|L F L | B | Prs Average
Seaton Seniors 13112 |0 |101| 29 |13 | 114 78%
Triangle Athletic 13 (11|11 |91 |39 |12 103 T0%
CS Gassers 1539 |0 | 6| 76 |74 |15 91 51%
CTM 1416|1767 |7 [14]81 48%
CS Mariners 14| 3 |1 | 10| 533 | 87 | 12| 65 38%
ALC Aces 13|14 (0] 9 |52 |78 |10 62 40%
Seaton PO 14| 1 |1 ]12] 40 | 100 | 14 | 54 29%

The close of the 2004-5 season saw Crown Terrace taking the third
division title, but simultaneously losing their star Malaysian player
Dennis Oon who returned home. Although on paper this meant a
challenging year of survival in the second division, the Crown Terrace
team have done much better than that. Arrival of new player Peter Aird, at
the start of the season did much to fill the gap left by Dennis. Playing
alongside him, Erhu Gao, Willis Ma and Nigel Herbert have given
numerous robust performances, and although never title contenders, have

maintained a solid mid-table position throughout the year.

................................................................................................................................................................................

. Kathy Sutherland would be delighted if people could help with exclamations,
i to avoid blasphemy. Blast sounds quite strong, and Gosh is often seen as
humorous, but sometimes | am stuck for other words and would appreciate
any exclamations we can share with each other.

There's a bar of chocolate for the most funny!

................................................................................................................................................................................



AN EVENING WITH...

Yed Jonecs &

i p .
Classic F M & BBC Songs of Praise ﬂ—'” EC‘S

Musical Director Daphne Cowking

Wedngsday Mag 10" 2006 7.30 p.m. Music Hall, {Ibgrdeen
In aid of Maisi¢ Munro Childregn's Plaggroup, run by Voluntary Serviegs {dberdeen.

Tickets £18 and £16 (+booking feg) from the Booking Office at the Music Hall .

THE WEEKLY NOTICE SHEET

Crown Terrace has now had a weekly notice sheet for nearly twenty
years. During that time it has changed in form, content and format
but the basic tenet has remained the same, namely to replace the
verbal intimations and supply information about activities for the
coming week at CTM. Recently a brief prayer reminder has been
added and the sheet now sometimes contains information about ac-
tivities in other churches and organisations.

Anne, Joan, Katherine and Lorna would be interested in any feed-
back or comments that you may have about the sheet. Our criteria
is not only to provide information but also to encourage the
congregation to take the leaflet home for reference during the week.
If we are not meeting these aims, we have failed, but if you think
we are, please tell us! We will be happy to have praise as well as
criticism, but if you want to criticise please do, and any suggestions
for additions, omissions or alterations will all be seriously considered.



OAK NEWS
Organisation of Aberdeen Kirks

OAK has been very busy since the Christmas Newsletter was published. We
had very successful Christmas Lunches, a Charity Lunch and a Coffee Morning
in addition to our usual Monday - Friday Lunches. When told of the famine in
Malawi we were able to give a donation via Aberdeen Presbytery of the Church
of Scotland.

Individually we are all looking forward to holidays, but keeping our rotas
complete and the café open is becoming more difficult. If we are not to close
for part of the summer, we are appealing for more helpers to join us for a few
hours a week or a fortnight or even once a month if that is all you could
manage. If you can help please have a word Daphne Cowking (01224 861209
or daphne @crownterrace.com), Betty Steel (01224 641892) or just come to the
café in St. Mark’s Church Hall between 10.00 and 13.00 Monday - Friday and
find out where you could fit in.

We are holding another Coffee Morning on 20" May and a Lunch on 29" June.
The proceeds of these events will go to charity and any suggestions for
organisations which could benefit would be appreciated. We may not be able
to donate immediately but we will keep the suggestions in mind for the future.

The Cogwheel Trust is helping to produce a recipe book as a fund raiser and
they would appreciate recipes for their ‘Regional’ and ‘International’ sections.

Any recipes should be with us by the middle of June.

We want to thank our staff for all their hard work and our café customers for all
their support and we wish everyone a Blessed Easter.

Malcolm Steel, Treasurer.

David Collinson's book on healing and the New Testament is
out now, but not yet in Wesley Owen.



FAURTR/AD
1N AEERDE

Guarantees

a better deal
for Third World

Producers

Places around the City where you can
find Fairtrade coffee and tea served.

Leading the way is Aberdeen City
Council, where all coffee and tea served
within the Town House is Fairtrade.
Civic receptions within the Beach
Ballroom also use Fairtrade and FT
coffee and tea are offered at Provost
Skene and Art Gallery Coffee Shops
and at the internet café in the Central
Library.

Costa Café branches in Loch Street,
Academy and Ottakar's
Gordon Higlander's Museum
Ferryhill Church Café
Pillar Project Café
Newton Dee Café
Books and Beans, Belmont St
Rosie's, Rosemount Place
Starbuck's, Union St & St Nicholas
Centre

Zeste, Crombie Hall, University of
Aberdeen
Belmont Cinema Kilau Coffee, Little
Belmont St
James Dun Cafe, Schoolhill
Soul and Spice, Belmont St
Hatstand Nelly, Holburn St
Café Revive, Marks & Spencer
John Lewis - Restaurant and Expresso
Bar
OAK Café, St Mark's Church
Terrace Café, Unitarian Church
Rubislaw Church Centre Café
La Bonne Baguette, Correction Wynd

Some restaurants may charge extra for
Fairtrade, or you may just have to ask
for it. Others, like Café Revive, supply
Fairtrade as standard. The first
independent café to go all Fairtrade is
Books and Beans.



PLACE
DATE TIME EVENT (if other than
CTM)
th ) 09.00 Breakfast Communion
Sulgi;}t]ei%aAp ril 11.00 | Communion Rev Ian Anderson
Y 18.30 Howard Marshall
April 22™ 19.00
. Aoth 19.00 Family Meal followed by
April 28 for Annual Church meetin
19.30 &
May 1 o 19.30 An evening with Alqd Jones and Music Hall
the Acclamations
May 14" - 20" Christian Aid Week
May 20" 10.00 OAK Coffee Morning
May 20™ 19.00
Circuit Service to bid farewell to
th the Bowells and commission
June 4 16.30 Andrew Stobart Peterhead
as a Local Preacher
June 6" 19.30 Church Council
th Aberdeen Bible Society )
June 9 13.30 Concert with the Acclamations Ferryhill Church
June 17" 19.00
June 25™ 18.30 Conference Service
June 29 OAK Lunch StMark’s Church
Hall
. th
Friday November 10™ - Church Weekend Compass

Sunday November 12

Christian Centre




