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FROM THE EDITORS

You will find that the lay-out in this edition of the CTM Newsletter

differs in two essentials from the usual format:

1. Ken Morgan is still on sick leave as this goes to press, there is
therefore no From the Manse contribution from the Minister.

2. Instead of a number of articles each taking up no more than one
or, at the most, two pages you will find one main article, a
sermon entitled ‘Be Prepared — for Evangelism’ preached by
Howard Marshall on Sunday, May 15" and a second longer-
than-usual article which is a letter Carrie Becker wrote to her
friends while she was waiting to discover whether any one would
employ her and give her family some financial stability. Both

articles are printed with the permission of their authors.

Although you will still find the Church Family News, Table Tennis and
OAK reports, Dates for your Diary, and a few other shorter articles,
the editors considered that both Howard’s sermon and Carrie’s letter
deserved a wider audience. Howard’s sermon fitted well with the
distribution of this edition on Whitsunday with that day’s message of
evangelism to all. Carrie’s letter allows us a little insight into how her
family coped with the uncertainties facing them once they knew that
their visas would not be renewed. We trust that our readers will value

both these contributions.

The editors are grateful for the continued support of their regular
contributors and welcome anything appropriate from any one at any
time. We hope to have the next edition going to press for

distribution on Advent Sunday.

Anne Hubbuck & Katherine Dalton



CHURCH FAMILY NEWS
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Births
To Steven, Rebecca and Aaron Devaney
Benjamin James,
born at home on New Years’ Day.
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To John and Alison Ojany Primrose
Taya
born in Nairobi on Sunday, June 5

Baptism
On Easter Sunday, April 24" by Rev Lorna Murray
Michael Wesley,
son of Sean & Tracy Lamb and brother to Siobhan

Marriage
On Saturday May 28" 2011
Osinachi Nnabuko and Immaculata Adiele

Forthcoming Marriage
Howard Marshall and Maureen Yeung
warmly invite their friends
to share in the celebration of their marriage
at Crown Terrace Methodist Church, Aberdeen,
on Monday, 25" July, 2011,
at 2.00 pm.
The service will be followed by light refreshments at the church.
Love always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

Death

On Friday 18™ March
James Smith
A loving husband, father and grandfather.
A faithful friend to CTM James served at various times as
Church Steward, Property Steward, Pastoral Visitor and Organist

Congratulations
Andrew Stobart and Dave Nelson,
two former Aberdeen students & members of CTM,
have successfully passed their vivas for their PhD's in Theology
and will both be graduating later in the summer



BE PREPARED — FOR EVANGELISM
(A sermon preached by Howard Marshall on Sunday, 15th May, 2011)

A s disciples of our Lord Jesus Christ we are all part of his mission task force
and have some role to play in it. It used to be said that every individual
member of the congregation must be a ‘soul winner’, a person gifted at personal
evangelism in the sense of talking to other people about Jesus Christ and
bringing them to faith. That sounds awesome, and I have some strong doubts
about it; I am not sure that the gift of effective one-to-one evangelism is given to
all of us, and observation suggests that some people are capable of doing it in a
way that others are not. But one thing is clear, namely that we are all called to
take part in witness to Jesus, and we have an obligation that we cannot avoid.
Acts chapter 8 brings us a picture of some early Christians who are role models
for us to follow, both as a group and also, in the case of Philip, as an individual.
There are four main points in our exploration of it.

I. THE CHURCH MUST EVANGELISE WHEREVER IT IS

The church had started in Jerusalem with a great wave of enthusiasm as
enormous numbers of people responded to the gospel preached by Peter and his
fellow-disciples. Then something of a reaction set in. The civil and religious
authorities didn't like what was going on, and they tried to prevent the growth
of the church by putting people in prison. But it didn't stop them evangelising.
They went further and arrested Stephen and let him be put to death in an act of
mob violence. This initiated a more intensive wave of attacks on the church
with many people being imprisoned and living in fear of their lives.

Many of the Christians fled from Jerusalem to avoid the attacks that
were being made on them. No doubt they thought of the safety of their families
and felt it was not right to stay in Jerusalem as sitting targets or to be forced to
give up their evangelism. So they fled. And the significant remark is that
having left Jerusalem they continued to preach in the places to which they went.

That had an important effect. The Christian community now began to
spread in the countryside away from Jerusalem. While Jerusalem was the chief
Jewish city, it was still a pretty small place, probably no bigger than Inverness.
At last, the gospel began to be known outside it in new areas. You might be
tempted to say that the Christians should have seen this fact and gone out into
the countryside of their own accord to preach, but you might equally well say
that they needed first of all to establish a firm foundation in the home church in
Jerusalem before venturing further afield. What happened was rather simply
that through force of circumstances they found themselves pushed outside



Jerusalem, and when they did so, they continued to make the gospel known. In
other words, THEY NEEDED NO SPECIAL COMMAND from God to do so,
they simply carried on their normal activity in the new places where they
settled.

Wherever Christians find themselves by force of circumstances they
should carry on with their normal Christian activity which is to make known the
gospel, to evangelise. The ordinary force of circumstances may be enough to
lead us into evangelism. And it worked on this occasion because the church
knew itself to be a missionary body, and it simply carried on doing what it had
already begun to do. Wherever the church is, there is, or should be, mission.
There is no escape; it is the very nature of being the church.

II. EVANGELISTS MUST CROSS THE BARRIERS AND OVERCOME THE
OBSTACLES

The story now centres on a specific person called Philip. He was one of the six
colleagues of Stephen who had been appointed to look after the care of the poor
in Acts 6. There we read of the appointment of these seven men to relieve the
apostles of the task of caring for the poor so that they could get on with prayer
and preaching. But Luke tells us nothing of the actual care of the poor done by
these seven men. Instead he tells us how Stephen carried on the same kind of
work as the apostles; Stephen was an evangelist. And so it now appears was
Philip as well. No doubt they did care for the poor while they were in
Jerusalem. But they didn't confine themselves to that task. They also had the
gift for evangelism, and they certainly used it. Put otherwise, if you appoint a
member of the church to be, let us say, the church cleaner, that doesn't absolve
him or her from the task of Christian witness. Cleaners may have to put their
main energies into being cleaners, but they are still Christian witnesses in what-
ever ways are open to them. Or you appoint a small group to run Christian Aid
in your congregation, and you find that they don’t stop at raising money and
sending practical help to where it is needed, but hopefully they start talking
about Jesus to all and sundry and explaining how he motivates and transforms
people from being selfish and aggressive to being caring and loving.

So Philip, already an evangelist, goes , like some of his colleagues, into
Samaria, and there he preaches the Word to a new audience; it was to
Samaritans, not to Jews, that he was preaching. Who were these Samaritans?
They were a people created centuries earlier by mixed marriages between Jews
and their neighbours. To the Jews these Samaritans were to be regarded like the
Gentiles, but bad feelings perhaps ran higher simply because of the closeness.
There were several nasty incidents during the first century of the kind that we



would nowadays call racial provocation. By contrast, Philip goes and preaches
Jesus Christ to these people.

This makes Philip into one of the most daring and far-seeing people in
the early church. Nothing says that he received any special revelation from God
to go and do it. It would seem that he went entirely of his own initiative. He
crossed the racial barrier with the message of Jesus, and he was the first
Christian to do so. Somehow Philip realised that the gospel was not only for
Jews. There was no reason in the world why Samaritans should not hear it also.
We know that some Samaritans were in fact looking forward to the coming of a
messianic sort of figure, just as the Jews were, so it is not surprising that Philip
was welcomed when he proclaimed a message that signalled the fulfilment of
these hopes.

I see in this act of Philip the extension of the mission despite two or
three obstacles. The first was THE INITIAL LACK OF ENCOURAGEMENT
from other Christians. It seems that Philip was not supported by others. He
was doing something that nobody else had thought of, and without any initial
support. Later Peter and John went to Samaria to see what was going on, and
they obviously accepted it. But at first there was nobody. Philip had to over-
come an initial loneliness. He had to be prepared to go it on his own, without
encouragement, to do something that he believed to be right. And that is not
easy.

Second, he had to CROSS THE RACIAL BARRIER, and go as a hated
Jew to a people whom his own race hated. Philip was a pioneer in loving other
people for the sake of Jesus. He went to the new situation because he saw there
people who needed Jesus, and he recognised that race was no barrier to the
gospel. And thus incidentally, but importantly, he initiated the process whereby
in the church there is reconciliation between people as well as between
individuals and God.

And, third, this pioneer venture LANDED HIM IN DIFFICULTIES with
problematic people. Among his first converts was a man called Simon whose
understanding of the Christian faith was primitive and mistaken. Philip's
problem was that he had in his infant church this man with his strange ideas
about buying the gift of the Spirit. People could well have turned to Philip and
said, ‘See what riffraff come into the church when you go to the Samaritans. It's
obvious that you are doing the wrong thing if you produce phoney converts like
Simon.” Philip had to tread a path that was anything but smooth. Outward
indications could well have been that he had made a mistake and landed the
church and the missionary movement in trouble. It took Peter and John to sort
the situation out, although nothing suggests that Philip was blameworthy, and



in fact it was essential that Peter and John should come and give their official
blessing to what he had started.

So our second point is that alongside the task of evangelism where you
are, there is the CHALLENGE TO EVANGELISE ACROSS THE BARRIERS, to
reach out to the people who might otherwise be untouched by the gospel. And
you don't need special divine guidance to do it. Philip simply saw a need and
he went and did something about it without any further question.

The church today needs to follow this example. It is of course literally
applicable to us. We need to go to people of other races and religions and
cultures with the gospel. But the lesson also applies in terms of the groups and
types of people that may be considered beyond the pale.

III. GOD PREPARES THE WAY FOR US

The mission in Samaria in fact turned out to be a notable success, and the task
spread from the city to the villages. Yet while the work was going well, Philip
received a summons to leave it and to go somewhere else. The call was a
strange one in four ways.

First, it came this time from what is described as an ANGEL of the Lord.
Philip had a vision in which he was told to go to the south. So this time, the call
was not due to Philip's own initiative.

Second, the call was to go to a road through the DESERT. Now an
ancient road, even the main highway from Jerusalem to Gaza, was hardly An-
derson Drive in terms of traffic, and perhaps even the road from Rhynie to
Dufftown in a snowy January carries more traffic than it did. So it was a call to
do something apparently stupid. Philip was to leave a busy and fruitful scene of
evangelism and go off by himself into the desert; we are not told how he got
there or how long it took; it was a lonely and weary journey.

Third, the person whom he was to meet was an ETHIOPIAN, a man
from Sudan, who is additionally described as being a eunuch, which probably
means that he was the kind of person who could never become a member of the
Jewish faith. He was a high civil servant in addition, not the sort of ordinary
person who might be expected to be a convert. And yet it was to him that Philip
was sent. Indeed, the whole way the story is told shows that Philip was sent on
an extraordinary mission.

And, fourth, the conversion of this man does not seem to have led to
any FURTHER CONSEQUENCES. We are not told that he himself evangelised
when he got home, nor that Christian missionaries followed up his conversion.
The incident leads nowhere, so far as the story line in Acts is concerned. So Phil-
ip, had he known the outcome, might well have said, What was the point of all



this? Simply one single convert, when I might have been taking part in the vig-
orous evangelistic campaign in Samaria!

Here we see the importance of the SINGLE CONVERT in God's eyes. It
does not matter that the Ethiopian is a person on his own. He is as important as
the Samaritans. He needs the gospel like anybody else. Philip had a lonely
mission to speak to him. And maybe we need to be warned against always
wanting to be in on the spectacular and the exciting, and the work of the group.
One of the joys of Christian outreach for me has been the fun and fellowship of
working alongside other Christians. But sometimes the call is to the lonely path
without much help and encouragement from the presence of fellow-Christians,
the long walk across the desert, the burning of the noonday sun, and the
distance from home and friends. That is just as much the work of the Lord.

But also there is another point here. It is that Philip was summoned by
the DIRECT CALL of God. This is one of the curious features that we observe
throughout Acts. Sometimes the missionaries act in accordance with their own
decisions about what is the right thing to do, and we have seen two cases of this
in this chapter, but on other occasions they are specifically guided by a direct
word from God. It is hard to tell why it is sometimes one and sometimes the
other. In this case there was no way that Philip could have known about the
Ethiopian and his need of the gospel. God had to use unusual means to deal
with an unusual situation. For the most part God expects us to act by using our
minds and our observation of the needs, but sometimes he has to intervene to
get us to do something new or different, or something that seems plain silly.
The important point is that we are open to God's guidance in whatever way it
comes.

This is not primarily an occasion for a discussion of how God guides us,
but in general I think that our decisions to act on our own in unusual ways have
got to have some good arguments on their side, and not just be irrational hunch-
es. There will be the occasional exception to this rule, but the stories in Acts sug-
gests that in general the missionaries are guided by what we may call rational
considerations, sanctified commonsense, and that God's guidance
frequently came in special ways to the church as a group rather than to
individuals on their own.

IV. WE MUST PREPARE OURSELVES

But back to evangelism! Here is Philip, on the road to Gaza, prepared to do
whatever opened up as the Lord's will to him, and here is the Ethiopian and his
chariot, and the Spirit says to Philip, “You go and join him’. And that is all that
the Spirit says. For the rest it is up to Philip. So he thumbs a lift from the



chariot, and of course it stops and takes him on board. And already God has
prepared the way for Philip, because the Ethiopian is engaged in reading from a
scroll of Isaiah, and by a further happy providence he has reached chapter 53.
So what does Philip do? Three things.

First, he SEIZES THE OPPORTUNITY. He starts where the Ethiopian is,
and he asks the question, ‘Do you know what this passage means?” And unless
the Ethiopian refuses to talk at all, the way is opened up for a conversation.
Whether he says Yes or No, Philip can carry on from there.

Second, Philip KNOWS WHAT THE PASSAGE IS ABOUT. He knows
that the mysterious figure in the passage is Jesus, although it is one of the most
difficult passages in the Old Testament in many respects, and anybody could be
pardoned for not understanding it if they do not have the key.

And third, Philip goes on from the passage to TALK ABOUT JESUS,
and, by inference, about baptism. That is to say, he spoke about the gospel and
about the need to respond to it.

Now these three things all imply the same point: PHILIP KNEW
WHAT TO DO when presented with an opportunity. He had read Isaiah 53; he
knew the gospel and how to present it; and he was able to present the personal
challenge of the gospel to the Ethiopian. None of this was possible without prep-
aration beforehand. The Spirit gave Philip the opportunity, but the Spirit did
not tell him what to say. Rather the Spirit expected him to use the training and
the knowledge that he already had.

If we are going to be evangelists, then we need preparation. Some of it
may come more easily to some of us by nature than to others. For we see that
Philip needed three things, and so do we. One, we have to be able to talk, to
seize an opportunity and to use it to get round to talking about Jesus. Two, we
need to know the facts of the gospel, so that we have something to say. Three,
we need boldness and courage to challenge our hearers and lead them to the
point of decision. These are the things that we need, and obviously the first two,
and perhaps the third, are things that we can be taught. Preparation in this
sense is necessary for the work of evangelism. Therefore, if we are going to be
effective witnesses, we must be prepared to undergo some training.

There is of course more than ordinary human training involved. Philip
was a person who was filled with faith and the Holy Spirit. It was his Christian
character that was essential to his being used as an evangelist. So my fourth
point is that we need to prepare ourselves for evangelism, to be ready for the
occasions when we may be asked about our faith. The task may appear
daunting and we may feel totally unready for it. Not everybody is called to be,
or can be, as capable as Philip: he is the ideal rather than the average evangelist.



But we could all train to be a bit better than we are and develop a greater
confidence for the task.

Here, then, we have a picture of a church:
that carries on mission wherever it happens to be;
that is ready to cross whatever barriers may be in the way;
that finds God already at work in the world;
and that equips itself to play its part in evangelism.

We are to share in that work of bringing people to faith and the experience of
new life made possible by Jesus. As we seek to implement our vision of what
God wants this congregation to do, let us ask how we can begin to become like
the early church in this story.

©IHM May 2011

AS PART OF THE SERIES OF HOLY WEEK DEVOTIONS
PAUL ELLINGWORTH’S THOUGHTS ON GOOD FRIDAY CENTRED ON THREE
MEN IN THEIR THIRTIES.

‘The first, of course, is Jesus. This is part of how the story of his
death is told by Luke.

hen they came to the place called “The Skull”, they
crucified Jesus there, with two criminals. One of the
criminals hanging there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t you the
Messiah? Save yourself and us!”
The other one, however, rebuked him, saying, “Don’t you fear
God? You received the same sentence he did. Ours is only right,
because we are getting what we deserve; but he has
done nothing wrong.”
He said to Jesus, “Remember me, Jesus, when you come as
King!”
Jesus said to him, “I promise you that today you will be in
Paradise with me.”
The Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Father! In your hands I
place my spirit!” — and died.



In September 1939 a brilliant young German theologian called
Dietrich Bonhoeffer was on a lecture tour in the United States.
He had every opportunity to stay there in safety; but he felt it his
duty to return home. This started a chain of events which led to
his being hanged by the Gestapo, not long before the end of the
Second World War. Some words he wrote while waiting for his ex-
ecution have been made into a hymn:

e turn to God when we are sorely pressed;

we pray for help, and ask for peace and bread;
we seek release from illness, guilt, and death:
all people do, in faith or unbelief.

We turn to God when he is sorely pressed,

and find him poor, scorned, without roof and bread,
bowed under weight of weakness, sin, and death:
faith stands by God in his dark hour of grief.

God turns to us when we are sorely pressed,

and feeds our souls and bodies with his bread;

for one and all Christ gives himself in death:

through his forgiveness sin will find relief. @ [CH4 393]

John Wesley lived to a great age, but he was just thirty when he
published a book from which this prayer is lightly adapted.

ome, let us adore our God who redeemed us.

We wear the badge of a crucified Saviour, and shall we
shrink at every Cross we meet?
We believe in a God who was crowned with thorns; and shall we
bear to tread on nothing but roses?
O blessed and all-redeeming blood, that flowed so freely from the
source of life,
Bathe our polluted souls in your clear streams and purge away all
our iniquities.
Grant, we beseech you, that no experience that this day has
brought may be lost on us, but what has happened to make us
more ready to resign our whole being to your will and the
advancement of your glory.’

OPE



AN EDITED VERSION OF THE LETTER CARRIE BECKER SENT TO FRIENDS WHILE WAITING TO
HEAR WHETHER SHE, SCOT, MATTHEW AND ADAM WOULD BE MOVING TO PORTUGAL,
TASHKENT IN UZBEKISTAN OR THAILAND WHEN THEY HAD TO LEAVE ABERDEEN AT THE END
OF MAY.

Wednesday 11t May 2011
Aberdeen

Dear Friends,

Many of you know how difficult Aberdeen has been for Scot and |, especially in
the first 4 years. | remember having a conversation with a friend where she was
sharing with me how she felt her life looked a lot like the barely sprouted
daffodils, just edging up through the soil: She had survived the “hard winter” of
thesis writing and the things God was doing in her were just beginning to show. |
replied that | felt like | was still buried deep beneath the soil, “where it's dark
and I'm pressed on every side.” Here we are in our early-mid 40’s wracking up
debt, with no promise that Scot will finish his thesis; the world is in financial
decline; we have no jobs to go to, no jobs even seem available in the States and
we have no money in savings. But in a deep way, | knew what she was saying
was true. We had not yet gone hungry and we had friends and family. So the
option to wait and trust, although scary and painful and frustrating was really the
only one that seemed open to us.

| got certified to teach in Scotland which gave us an income when the University
of Aberdeen told Scot he couldn’t be a student any more. No student status = no
student loans = no money. So my salary came just in fime.

That year | applied for a few full-time positions in Aberdeen and got none. So |
continued to supply teach in long-term positions. | then decided to apply to the
Council of International Schools (CIS) which is an agency that matches teachers to
schools. | was hoping to attend a job fair in London to try and get a job at an
international school. Scot could finish his PhD wherever we went, it would be fun
to continue to travel and a good move for me professionally to get involved with
the International Baccalaureate programme offered in most international schools.
| got all the way through the application process and found that | wouldn’t be
invited to participate in a fair because | was not currently on a full time teaching
contract. Many things happened like this during this time. I'd get down a path
only to find a dead end but each new little ‘false’ hope would change my
thinking just enough to move on to another step. The ‘no’ at the local job
interview made me realize | really wanted to look internationally; the initial
‘maybe’ somewhere else made me interested in another region of the world and
ultimately willing to go anywhere. | wish | could write out all these steps for you
(and me) to see. In retrospect it looks like a straight line from there to here. In
the middle of it, it looked like an endless, hopeless wandering. So this year |



have worked as a long-term supply teacher at Cults Academy; | have done a
good job with all my pupils...even the highest level ones. | have confidence that |
can handle the International Baccalaureate English curriculum so | have been
applying on line to all the English positions | can find that appeal to me.

Recently | went to a friend’s church where the minister (my friend Matt) was
talking about Abram going to a place where God would show him. Then he tells
his congregation that | (Carrie Becker) am in this same position. Scot and | have
to leave the UK at the end of May because our visa is up. We have to go. Matt
knows this. We don’t know where we’re going. Matt knows this, too. Matt trusts
God is at work even if sometimes | (Carrie) feel forsaken. It's true. We have to
leave. It’s true. | am hoping God will show us a place. But will he really?
Matt’s wife Julie tells me that she has been praying for me every day of Lent.
The support and comfort was very well timed; | left Methlick feeling hopeful and
at peace. God is with me. The next day | got an email from a Christian school in
Thailand that had earlier told me they were already in the process of hiring an
English Teacher, “but if the process stalled they would contact me.” So they did.
They told me they would let me know in a week or so.

| had signed up for a job placement fair with CIS again this year but because |
was in conversation with Thailand and it was obvious to both Scot and | that they
wanted me, | was going to cancel my acceptance of my fair slot. But by
Thursday of the week after my interview with Thailand (the fair started the next
day) | still hadn’t heard anything. It made me angry not to have heard. By
Thursday of that week | woke up and said to Scot, “How about renting a car and
driving to London2” He had been thinking the same thing. | worked the Thursday,
Scot rented the car, we got the boys from school and hit the motorway.

A week to the day after Will and Kate’s wedding | was standing outside
Westminster Abbey on my way to a communion service in St. Margaret’s Chapel
next door. (Thousands of people queuing to get a look inside the churches, only
15 or so attending communion. This somehow seems a significant picture to me.) It
was the perfect way to start our trip. | prayed “Your will be done” with great
freedom in my heart.

| signed up for every English position available at the fair. My first Interview was
with a school in Portugal. Great interview. | enjoyed myself - we had a
discussion on the importance of the prayer book in the Anglican church. Then |
interviewed with Uzbekistan. We seemed to discuss important life issues, not just
education. We really just chatted about things, | can’t actually remember him
asking me any educational questions, but I'm sure he did.

So | had 4 more interviews that afternoon which all went well; | went to a
presentation about Uzbekistan and then met with the interviewer, Dr. Brindley,



again who offered me a job. He said, “I'm wanting to work toward a school of
excellence. | am looking for good teachers who will connect with and engage
pupils and | think you have that touch.” He also agreed to meet Scot, Matthew
and Adam the next day. | walked straight from his interview room to the job fair
organizational hub to find a letter from Portugal offering me the Head of English
position there. | left that night thinking that | really liked both interviewers and
could see myself working for either of the two Heads, but that it probably made
more sense for our family to be in Portugal | went to sleep thinking: OK.
Portugal it is. BUT | woke up thinking how much | would like to work with Robert
Brindley. | would become a better teacher under someone so committed to
excellence. The thought of living in a 98% Muslim country where Christian
proselytizing is illegal somehow thrills me. | have been around lovely Muslim
people before when | went to Kenya, where | was astounded by their integrity
and hospitality. | don’t imagine it will be particularly easy to navigate life
without public religion/worship, but | can imagine that there might be possibilities
of a richness that doesn’t exist where it is so readily obtainable. | began to pray
that morning that although | was willing to settle for Portugal, my heart and head
were excited about Tashkent. | prayed especially for the boys, that their hearts
would open to travelling away from the known.

The “package” in Tashkent includes a possible part time position for Scot
teaching Humanities, German and maybe Theory of Knowledge (an International
Baccalaureate course) so he can do thesis work.

When | told the boys about praying for them and their decision, Matthew told me
that he prayed too, while we were at the Communion service in Westminster. My
son prays. My son prays. | am humbled and full.

My concerns for Adam, who has just been diagnosed as dyslexic, were calmed
by the assurance that the Support for Learning teacher in the school is “excellent;
second-to-none.” However, | am getting less and less worried about Adam all

the time. His vocabulary is fantastic and his spatial awareness is advanced.

| got an email from Thailand this morning offering me the position there. Portugal
wants to know by Friday.

Please pray for us. Much love to you all,

(signed) Carrie for Scot, Matthew and Adam

From the Editors:



THE BIBLE
A BOOK TO BE USED.

In an internment camp run by the Japanese in S.E. Asia during the Second
World War, conditions for the women and children were grim. They were
malnourished, overcrowded in cramped conditions and there were hardly any
medicines. They particularly needed quinine, as malaria was ever present.
Miraculously, when they needed it most, a supply of quinine or some chocolate
to coincide with a child’s birthday would appear. Some of the inmates
eventually came to the conclusion that there was a connection between these
occurrences and a quiet, unassuming, French nun. When, after their release, the
survivors were recuperating in a hotel, two internees approached her and
asked her if she knew anything about these “miracles”. She showed them her
Bible which was very battered and minus lots of its pages. She said that she
had used the missing pages to bribe the guards. In return for the quinine and
the chocolate she had traded the pages of her Bible printed on fine, thin

paper which they had needed to roll their cigarettes.

e
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M.D.C

Methodist Women in Britain (MWiB) is the new umbrella title for the
merging of Women's Network and the World Federation of Methodist and
Uniting Church Women. Jill Baker will be the first President of MWiB and the
launch of the new movement will take place 1¢t July 2011 prior to the Methodist

Conference in Southport. The Scotland launch will take place at
Nicholson Square, Edinburgh on 12th May 201 2.



OAK NEWS

Organisation of Aberdeen Kirks

OAK made the following donations during 2010.
A big thank you to all who have helped us in this work.

ORGANISATION £

DEC Haiti Fund 500
Crossroads Caring, Scotland 1,000
Stewart Christie Costa Rica Expedition 100
Diabetes UK Grampian Voluntary Group 1,250
Jennifer Trust 1,000
DEC Pakistani Fund 400
DEC Pakistani Food Appeal 250
DEC Pakistani (Smartie Fund) 800
Cairns Counselling 1,000
World’s Biggest Coffee morning 150
Cogwheel Trust 900
Ekwendeni Fund 1,000
New Hope Trust (transportation) 300
Earl Haig Fund 250
Prom Praise Orchestra & Choir (in hospitality) 350
Presbytery of Aberdeen Malawi visitors (in hospility) 250
TOTAL DONATIONS 9500

Malcolm Steel

(OAK Treasurer)



O.A.K. REPORT

The OAK café has been busy since we started in January in spite of the
recent inclement weather, or perhaps because of it!

We had a very successful Special Lunch at the end of February in aid of The
Scottish Bible Society when a speaker came from Edinburgh and explained
some of the work of the society. Our March Evening service, in Crown Terrace
Methodist Church, also supported the SBS and took the form of a Songs of
Praise led by The Acclamations when Mr Alan Campbell preached. This was a
very happy time and was well attended. Our thanks to everyone who helped to
make both these events possible and run so smoothly.

On Palm Sunday afternoon we enjoyed wonderful fellowship with the Circle of
Care members and some of the Crown Terrace Methodist congregation . Our
sincere thanks go to Margaret Donald for organising the invitations and
transport, to all the drivers, to Rev Diane for an uplifting service and to all the
ladies for all the homebakes and catering. We look forward to our next Special
Lunches, on 9" June in aid of the local branch of the Spina-bifida Association
and another on 22" September.

When everyone else is thinking of the summer holidays you can be sure O.A.K.
has other thoughts. What about the Shoebox Appeal? We have had such
support in the past and | know some folk are knitting and gathering gifts
together already. Our closing date for gifts will be 30" October, which gives us
time for packing and The New Hope Trust time for transportation. Gifts may be
brought to the Cafe, Monday to Friday or to the Church on Sunday.

Our Evening Services continue throughout the summer at Crown Terrace
Methodist Church at 6.30pm on the second Sunday of each month. All are very
welcome.

We hope you all have a very restful holiday and look forward to seeing you on
your return.

Betty & Malcolm Steel:



1,2,3forCTMTT

Although it was tougher going this season, our table
tennis “A” team led by Martin Richens retained the
league title — their second season as league
champions. Promotion to Division 1 was secured by
CTM “B” (Nigel Herbert, Ken Allan, Gregor Ksiazek
and Willis Ma), whilst the “C” team, led by Hassan
Kassam narrowly missed promotion with a third place
in Division 3. CTM B also reached the Grampian
Trophy final — a matter still to be settled.
Another successful year, and perhaps more to come
with the arrival of new players in the close season.

Martin Richens
A team captain

Division 1 P W D L F A B Total
CTM A 20 | 17 2 1 | 158 42| 20 178
Univ Eagles 20| 14 ] 3 3 (139 61| 20 159
The Pelicans 19 9 6 4 | 118 72 ] 18 136
Triangle Swifts 20 9 4 7 | 111 8] 20 131
CS Surfers 20 6 5 9 92 | 1081 19 111
Triangle Athletic 19 7 4 8 89 [ 101] 19 108
Triangle Pumas 18 8 2 8 83 | 97| 13 96
Hall & Tawse 19 1 1 17 | 41 | 149 19 60
Active Westhill 19 2 1 16 | 39 | 151 19 58
Division 2 P W D L F A B Total
CS Strikers 17 | 17 0 0 | 143 27| 17 160
CTM B 17 | 14 0 3 | 120 45| 16 136
Triangle Trio 16 ) 3 7 76 |1 84| 14 90
University Falcons 16 5 2 9 62 | 98| 16 78
Triangle Eagles 17 5 3 9 741 96| 16 90
Banchory Pipistrelles 17 6 2 9 68 | 97 | 17 85
CS Gassers 17 5 1 11 | 63 [107] 17 80
Westhill Bees 17 2 3 12 | 59 [ 111] 17 76
Division 3 P W D L F A B Total
The Penguins 17 | 12 2 3 | 127 43| 17 144
Westhill Demons 17 13 0 4 | 118 52| 17 135
CTM C 17 | 11 3 3 | 13|57 15 128
Triangle Tigers 17 1 11 1 S 11001 70 | 17 117
CSI Aberdeen 14 6 0 8 59 | 81| 14 73
Westhill Caesars 15 5 1 9 60 | 89| 12 72
Westhill Egrets 16 1 0 15 ] 39 1120] 14 53
Westhill Foxes 17 2 1 14 | 33 | 137| 17 50




CHURCH FLOWERS
During the past year or so two church members have been carrying out a job share. |

wonder how many people are aware of this2 Maybe there is more than one 'job

share' in the church.

The job which | am referring to involves the placement of flowers in the church for the
Sunday services and the distribution of those flowers during the week. Flowers are placed
in the church by Carol Reeves and distributed by May Barbour. Many people will be
aware that May had previously been responsible for both tasks but, while standing to

arrange the flowers is now painful, she does enjoy visiting.

Carol is happy to accept money for flowers, or flowers can be placed in the church by
members. If you would like to share the reason for the donation of flowers a dedication
can be put in the notices. Thank you to everyone who has contributed flowers, or the money

to purchase flowers, this year.

May has a list of people to whom she delivers flowers on a rota basis. She would like to
deliver to those in need but can only do this if she is made aware that a person is ill, in
hospital, or for other reasons deserves special attention. It is frustrating for May to find out
too late that someone could have benefited from flowers and a visit. Please speak to May

if you know of anyone in need.

| wonder if there are other jobs in the church which could be carried out by two people
sharing? We all have different talents and are aware of our own shortcomings. Maybe

there are other church members who could balance our talents and failings.

Carol Reeves

FAIRTRADE IN THE UK IS WORTH A STAGGERING £1BN A YEAR!

he wider availability of Fairtrade products in the supermarkets gives some the

impression that the job is done and Traidcraft isn’t needed any longer. But they're
wrong! Supermarkets are great at what they do - selling large volumes of products at
very competitive prices but they can only work with Fairtrade certified producers who can
supply the volumes they need. So they offer no opportunity to producers who are not yet
at that level — but would like to be.

Traidcraft can offer that opportunity. A large part of their work is helping some of the
poorest and most marginalised producers gain their share of the fair-trade market. And
church Traidcraft stalls play a vital role in making that work possible.

These are extracts from a Traidcraft information leaflet which will be distributed during
TRAIDCRAFT WEEK - 18t to 23rd of this month. Please do read it - it answers many of the
questions often asked by church members . And, if you can resist the temptations of choc-
olate, please consider trying a Traidcraft tea or coffee, or one of the range of dried fruit
and nuts, or rice and pasta.



PLACE
DATE TIME EVENT (if other than CTM)
and any other
information
Jlsll;reldl?ih 18.30 OAK Service
JSlﬁgcll?)%lrl 18.30 OAK Service
Ajgliﬁa]y 4t 18.30 OAK Service
Circuit service to
Sunday welcome
September 4" 16.00 Isobel Akers and her Peterhead
family
Septseirlltc)l:ry 11t 18.30 OAK Service
. The home of Michael
Thursday 1930 Ghana Bible Study & Elsie Dyer,

September 8™

restarts

48, St Swithin Street

Monday Circuit Women's Banff Methodist
September 12" 10.00for 10.30 | \ret work Committee Church
Friday Women’s Fellowship
September 30" 10..30 restarts Room 6
Saturday, . .
October 1% 15.00 Circuit Meeting Banff
Tuesday Church Council
th 19.30 :
October 4 Meeting




