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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS  
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On June 25th 2005 , at Towie Church  

Willie Primrose to Dorothy McMurray 

.  
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24th July 1965 at Crown Terrace 

John Polson to Pat Adam 

���������������������������� ��� !���� �� "�#����$�

�������������������� 

On April 1st to Neil and Nathalie Marshall  

a daughter, Isla Mary Elizabeth , 

a sister for Callum 
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At the end of June many of us sponsored Jackie Potts for the Munro 
Challenge for WaterAid.  She raised £190 from friends at Crown Terrace 

in addition to the sponsorship which her team received from work  
colleagues. WaterAid  announced that the event was successful with all 

284 Munros in Scotland and a further 19 mountains over 3000ft in  
England, Wales and the Republic of Ireland climbed on the same day 

(see http://www.munrochallenge.org.uk). 

Jackie and her team at the summit of Seana Bhraigh (in the cloud!) 
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Treasurer’s Report for Church Newsletter Summer 
2005 

 The Church’s financial year ends on 31 August and so the current financial year is 

almost ended. 

Average weekly donations by the congregation, before Gift Aid tax refund, for the 

first 45 weeks of the current year are £842 per week compared with £824 for the year 

to 31 August 2004, an increase of 2%, and also an increase from the year to 31  

August 2003 when weekly giving was £831 per week. 

As a result of the continuing generosity of the congregation and the substantial Gift 

Aid tax refund, received in October 2004, of £18,304 for the tax year ended 5 April 

2004, (compared with £11,239 and £8,715 for the tax years ended 5 April 2003 and 

2002 respectively), the Church has not needed to draw on funds from the Ogilvie 

Mortification to cover expenditure. The last 3 years have been a big improvement on 

earlier years when several thousand pounds were required every year from the  

Ogilvie Mortification to meet expenses. 

The only expenditure on major repairs to Church and Manse in current year so far 

have been Church roof repairs, including relaying the car park and path at a cost of 

£3,380. Some repairs and redecoration are being carried out at the Manse for the  

arrival of Ian Anderson and his family and further work is planned following the 

Quinquennial survey, the total cost being approximately £15,000. 

The renovations to the Sanctuary are now complete and all the bills have been paid 

with the exception of the costs of the new cookers and related work in the kitchen and 

final architect’s fees. The total cost of the project is £149,000 compared with the 

original estimate of £150,000. The Church recently received the final grant of £4,000 

from the Methodist Church Property Division in Manchester. 

At the Church Council Meeting on 10 May 2005 it was agreed that a fund should be 

set up to save towards the cost of any future major repairs to the Church, in particular 

the roof, which the architect has advised is likely to need replacing in about 10 years. 

Therefore surplus funds from the renovation fund of approximately £8,500 will be 

carried forward towards future projects. Also the Managers of the Ogilvie  

Mortification awarded the Church a grant of £5,000 for the fund at their recent  

meeting. 

The annual assessment for the year commencing 1 September 2005 is £33,595  

compared with £33,116 for 2004. The assessment is the amount paid to the Circuit to 

cover Ministers’ salaries and other costs and is apportioned between the Churches in 

the Circuit based on membership numbers, income and staff allocation. 



In the current year, the Church raised £1,841, (2004 - £470), for St. Peter, our 

sister Church in Ghana, including a donation from OAK and £748 from ‘Smartie’ 

tubes. With a donation of £1,000 from the Church and money  

donated from the Circuit and District, Elsie and Michael Dyer were able to give 

St. Peter and the Circuit in Accra £5,000 at this year’s visit. This is in addition to 

a personal donation of £5,000 sent in Autumn 2004, which was sent to help St. 

Peter pay for land for their Manse. As anyone who heard  

Michael preach recently will know, the money donated by us has been, and is 

being, well used in Ghana by both St. Peter and the Circuit in building the 

manses, constructing the Church at Osonodompe and in purchasing equipment 

etc. for the Boys and Girls Brigade and Sunday School. 

As Treasurer, I thank the congregation for their continued generous financial  

support of the Church which allows for its smooth running and makes my job 

considerably easier. I would also like to thank the Stewards for counting and 

banking the Sunday collections, to Alec Jones for administering the Envelope 

Scheme and to Jackie Potts for her work as Gift Aid secretary. 

Finally, I would urge anyone who is a taxpayer and has not yet signed a Gift Aid 

declaration to enable the Church to recover the tax on their giving to do so. Please 

see Jackie Potts, Gift Aid Secretary for information. For every £100 donated, the 

Church is able to recover £28 from the Government. 

If anyone has any questions about this report or on any other financial matter  

relating to the Church at any time do not hesitate to ask me. 

Barbara Cresswell 

Church Treasurer 
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 On 23rd July, Crown Terrace 

Methodist initiated a monthly 

event called Explore. Since Ex-

plore has only just begun, the best 

way to explain Explore may be to 

describe what happened at the first 

Explore and then to express what 

it is hoped Explore will become. 

 

 If you had wandered into Crown 

Terrace Methodist on 23rd July, 

you would have discovered a  

relaxed atmosphere with about 

forty chairs in groups of five to six 

near the front. Tea, coffee, bis-

cuits, and sweets were available 

for you as you entered. If you fan-

cied, you could have played pool 

or joined in a conversation. After 

half an hour, you would have 

found a seat in one of the groups 

of five to six. Neil Dalrymple  

w e l c o m e d  e v e r y o n e  a n d  

introduced the topic of discussion: 

good and evil. Andrew Stobart 

showed a film clip from the recent 

Lord of the Rings films, which 

highlighted the strength of evil. He 

asked a couple questions about 

evil and our experience of evil. 

Your group would have discussed 

various aspects about evil and then 

each of the groups shared a bit of 

their discussion with each other. 

The discussions were quite lively 

and some of the groups wanted to 

keep talking as we came to a close. 

At the end of the discussions,  

Andrew gave us some thoughts 

about evil and God’s dealings with 

it, and then you would have been 

able to join in some singing.  

Following the singing, Neil closed 

the evening, but welcomed people 

to stay as long as they liked. Most 

stayed and talked a wee while 

longer.  

 

 What is Explore and what is the 

point of it? Our hope is that  

Explore will be a place where  

anyone who has questions about 

faith, about life, and about  

spirituality can come to address 

their questions. We want to  

explore these issues and to begin to 

expound a biblical view of them. 

We want Explore to be a resource 

to which you can invite your non-

Christian friends. Aberdeen needs 

other opportunities to hear the  

gospel. We hope that Explore can 

be one of those opportunities. Our 

desire is that Explore can also be a 

place where discipleship and  

evangelism can happen side-by-

side. Believers can be fed at the 

same time that Jesus is proclaimed. 

In a sense, our hope is that Explore 

can be a Methodist class meeting 



for today, a place where we 

can talk about life issues and  

particularly how our faith 

should inform us about those 

issues.  

 That is what Explore has 

been and what we hope it will 

be, but only God knows how 

he will use it. We desire to be 

faithful and serve him. Geoff 

Bowell challenged us on  

August 7 to be like Peter and 

to get out of the boat and 

walk on the water. We do not 

know where God is leading 

us or how we will walk, but 

we are trying to get out of the 

boat and walk. 

 Join in the conversation at 

www.explore.blogs.com. 

The second Explore event 

will be held on the  

August,20th which is after 

this article goes to press. 

Please pray for Explore. 

Pray that people will bring 

friends, that people will 

come and that discussions 

will be started that lead to 

faith. The upcoming Explore 

events are 24th September, 

1 5 t h  O c t o b e r ,  a n d  

19th November. Explore will 

host a concert by Gareth 

D a v i e s - J o n e s  o n  

28th October. Everyone is 

welcome. 
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CHINA? 
 

  I have never been to China, but I want to find out more about it 

because it is hugely important for us all. China is the most populous 

country in the world, if not the largest in area. I think it's important to 

sort out, at least for myself, some of the many confusing messages we 

hear about Christians in China. These seem to fall into three main 

groups. 

 The first message is about the house churches which on principle 

refuse to register with the government. This message says that real 

Christians in China live under constant persecution. Their numbers have 

grown tremendously in the last twenty years, arousing the suspicion and 

hostility of the communist government. There have been recent reports 

of hundreds of house churches being raided and their leaders thrown into 

prison. There was one particularly gruesome story, less recent but told 

and retold, about a local church leader who was tied to the two sides of a 

double door which were then opened until the man could be stretched no 

more.  

 The second message comes from two officially recognised bodies, 

whose titles translate as the China Christian Council (president Cao 

Shengjie: see day 21 of the Methodist Prayer Handbook) and the Three-

Self Patriotic Movement (TSPM), founded in 1950 on the principle of 

being "self-governing, self-supporting, and self-propagating". This  

principle fits in well with the current Chinese constitution, article 36 of 

which states: "No religious affairs may be dominated by any foreign 

country". The church is able to accept only a fraction of the young  

people crowding into its seminaries and asking to be trained as ministers. 

 These two messages agree that the number of Christians in China 

is rapidly growing: people talk of a revival. There is no agreement about 

what the present number is: it is certainly several tens of millions, out of 

a population of about 1,295,300,000. There is agreement that Christians 

are divided into two main groups: those who co-operate with the govern-

ment and those who do not. Both groups, in different ways,  claim to be 

free of old denominational divisions imported from the west. This has 

been particularly hard on Roman Catholics, whose leadership, especially 

under John Paul II, has been aligned with Taiwan, not with Beijing. 



 The third message is about the Bible in China, and here we have 

to be careful. One recent, widely circulated report stated for example: 

"Printing Bibles is illegal in communist China, where human rights 

groups say only an approved publisher is permitted to do so in limited 

numbers on behalf of the state-sanctioned 'patriotic' church."  

This statement, unfortunately typical of many, is phrased in 

such a way as to be grossly misleading without being totally untrue. 

The facts are as follows. Printing Bibles, like everything else in China, 

is regulated by the government. There is however a Chinese non-

Government Organisation (NGO) called Amity, founded by Christians 

in 1988. It has a printing factory run by the China Christian Council in 

cooperation with the United Bible Societies. In 2003, the Amity  

Printing Company produced a record 4.17 million Bibles and New 

Testaments, including some for overseas distribution. In the same year, 

2.7 million Bibles were distributed in China, 35 per cent more than the 

previous average of 2 million copies. Still not enough to meet the  

demand - but quite a lot! 

This huge country needs our prayers. Each year it plays a  

larger part in the world economy, and will continue to do so. All 

groups of Christians in China need our prayers. And let us not forget 

the many Chinese churches outside China, especially the one round the 

corner in Crown Terrace that meets in the Baptist Church on Sunday 

afternoons! 

 

Mrs Teresa Wonghui, a member of that church, who is from 

Hong Kong, first visited mainland China in the 1980s. At that time, 

she found serious restrictions on Christians in churches in the Three-

Self Patriotic Movement (TSPM), and on her own fellowship with 

them. When she returned to mainland China in 1997, she found more 

young people in church, but still a lot of regulation. Mrs Hui writes: 

"By law, we are not allowed to preach the gospel in China. However, 

we can answer questions including religious ones when they are raised 

by the local people. The way to bear witness to the gospel on this trip 

was through Christian moral character - love."  

 

  



FAIRTRADE FACTS QUIZ 
 
1 There are now………Fairtrade retail products available in UK  

(300, 450, 625, 700) 

 

2 We drink over………Fairtrade hot drinks each day  

(1.5million, 2.5m, 3m,  5.5m ) 

 

3 We eat……….. Fairtrade bananas each day  
(200,000, 300,000 500,000) 

 

4 Which bank is the largest consumer of Fairtrade vending products?  

(Bank of Scotland, Nat West, Co-operative Bank, TSB)? 

 

5  Which airline serves Fairtrade coffee to passengers ?  

(BA, British Midland, Virgin Atlantic, KLM) 

 

6 Last year, which High Street stores switched all coffee sold in  

restaurants to Fairtrade? 

(Marks & Spencer, BHS, John Lewis, Debenhams) 

 

7 Which supermarket launched Organic tea bags, and three different 

chocolate bars under its own Fairtrade label? 

(Asda, Co-op, Morrison, Sainsbury, Tesco) 

 

8 Which supermarket launched four varieties of tea/coffee, honey,  

pineapples mangoes, grapes and bananas under its own Fairtrade label? 

(Asda, Co-op, Morrison, Sainsbury, Tesco) 

 

9 Which supermarket was the first to sell Fairtrade coconuts and now sell 

up to 8000 per week?  

(Asda, Co-op, Morrison, Sainsbury, Tesco) 

 

10 There are…….. varieties of wine from S. Africa and Chile in the  

Fairtrade range 

(5, 9, 13, 21, 25 ) 

ANSWERS OVER THE PAGE 



OAK NEWS 

Organisation of Aberdeen Kirks  

I think Mrs Cate Adams, City Centre shoppers Chaplain, is to be  

congratulated for organising The Good Friday Walk of the Cross.  The 

Baptist, Church of Scotland, Church of Scotland Uniting, Methodist,  

Roman Catholic, Salvation Army, and Scottish Episcopal Churches each 

gave a warm welcome and organised a short service before a snack lunch 

at the Society of Friends (Quakers) Meeting House on Crown Street. 

 

The walkers, from all denominations, worshipped, walked and talked  

together while following ONE CROSS, ONE CRUCIFIED LORD and 

ONE RISEN SAVIOUR. 

Now that the summer holidays have passed we are looking forward to seeing all 

our friends old and new again at the OAK café in St Mark’s Church Hall and at 

the OAK evening services in Crown Terrace Methodist Church on the second 

Sunday of each month at 6.30 p.m.  

 

We are holding a coffee morning in St. Mark’s Church hall on 5th November 

and our Christmas Lunches will be on 14th and 15th December. 

 

Some of our friends are already preparing goods for the ‘shoe boxes’ which will 

once more be distributed by The New Hope Trust and DART.  We welcome 

goods for the boxes at the OAK café or collected at the churches for the first 

Sunday in November so that we may pack the boxes and pass them on to be 

delivered in time for Christmas. 

 

The OAK café has been busy during the summer and we look forward to a busy 

autumn but would appreciate some help so that we can continue with this part 

of our outreach. 

 

We look forward to seeing you all soon  

 

Malcolm Steel 

Treasurer 
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The Editors received this letter and article from Pamela Adam, Chaplain’s 

Assistant, Clerkseat Building, Royal Cornhill Hospital, AB25 2ZH. 

 

“We would be most grateful if you would consider publishing the  

enclosed article.  If you could, it would enable your church and our team to 

work together to ensure people with mental health problems have their 

spiritual needs met.……...” 
 

NHS GRAMPIAN MENTAL HEALTH CHAPLAINCY UPDATE  
SPRING 2005 

 
It’s been a very busy beginning to 2005.  We moved to our new suite in January 
and can now be found in the heart of the hospital right by the acute wards.  Since 
the move we’ve had more service users and staff popping in for a chat or just to sit 
in our peaceful chapel which is now usually open from 09.30 - 16.30 Monday - Fri-
day.  We have prayer slips there which people can fill out and we say those prayers 
in the weekly 11.00 Sunday service and at the short prayer service on Monday’s at 
12.30.  Anyone is welcome to both services. 
 
Since the move the Sunday morning service has been very well attended, some-
times with standing room only. 
 
Sean Swindells, the parish minister at Ruthrieston West Church, asked us to work 
with him on a project which would look at the pastoral care of  
people who have experienced depression.  The result is a new support group 
which has begun in Aberdeen.  We meet on alternate Thursdays from 14.00 - 
15.30 for a time of fellowship and support, taking into account emotional, social and 
spiritual needs.  We finish with a cup of tea and a short time of worship, which is 
optional.  The group is facilitated by Nan from Ruthrieston West Church, Sara from 
Gerrard Street Baptist and myself.  If you, or someone you know, has experienced 
depression and feel a group like this could be of benefit please contact me on 
(01224) 557484 for more details. 
 
Best wishes for the summer holidays. 

Pamela Adam 
Chaplain’s Assistant 
Community Liaison  

1 - 700; 2 - 3Million; 3 - 500,000; 4 - Co-op; 5 - Virgin Atlantic  

6 - Marks & Spencer; 7 - Co-op; 8 - Asda ; 9 -Sainsbury; 10 - 21 

ANSWERS TO FAIRTRADE QUIZ 



MAKE POVERTY HISTORY! 
 

 

We may not all be able to go on demonstration marches but all of us can 

demonstrate our support for the MPH campaign (and just because the G8 

summit is past, the campaign has not finished – that was just the begin-

ning) – we can wear the MPH wrist bands. 

 

Do you ask what’s the point? I’ll tell you what the point is to me. When I 

am in the Supermarket I’m reminded to look for the Fairtrade options 

among my shopping list. 

 

I’m reminded that when I buy Fairtrade sugar I’m helping to lift Estellia in 

Malawi and her family out of poverty –Estellia is the only bread winner in 

her family and since the death of her brother she has two families to  

support. I’m reminded that I’m not really a poor pensioner – Pensioner? 

Estellia has no such security to look forward to. 

 

If you look at the difference in prices of tea, coffee sugar etc. they are  

usually less than most of us would put into a charity collecting tin but they 

give our brothers and sisters who are working so hard the dignity of a fair 

return for their labour. 

 

There are stories similar to that of Estellia behind all the Fairtrade products 

and they are the lucky ones – many are wanting to be given Fairtrade  

contracts and the greater the quantity of goods we can sell the more  

producers will be able to enjoy that new security. 

 

When I get to the checkout my band is on view as I pay – sometimes 

there’s a comment of support – sometimes a question but it often gives me 

the opening to talk about the issues.  I try to wear my band all the time 

including recently at a wedding when I gave it an extra scrub and put it on 

again with my finery – it proved a talking point there too.  Wearing the 

band and talking about it can have a snowball effect – I’ve just sent two to 

France . 

 

Will you consider wearing a MAKE POVERTY HISTORY wrist band to 

be a reminder to yourself of how fortunate we are and to demonstrate to 

your neighbours and the politicians that you stand for a fairer world and 

are doing at least a little towards it. 

 

�����8�	)�+�



Evelyn Young has been busy with her camera this 

summer! 

 

Above: Women’s Fellowship on the occasion of 

the farewell supper to Joyce Wilson 

 

Below: The presentation to Colin and Joyce on 

Sunday July 3rd 
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Prayer points for the Methodist Church in Ghana: 
Pray for our sister church, St Peter as it engages in building projects for its 
mission house and eventually the church itself.  Such projects obviously 
place a financial burden on the members of the church, who on the whole 
are not wealthy at all, but still they give joyfully! 
Pray for discipleship in the church.  Through class meetings, fellowship 
meetings and other groups, the church is being built up.  But with work 
and family commitments, church members are extremely busy.  Pray that 
their faith will grow. 
Pray for the outreach of the churches.  For example, Osonodompe.  Pray 
that the holistic approach of the Methodist Church would have an impact 
upon Ghanaian society. 
Pray for Methodist bishops and leaders in Ghana, as they administrate a 
huge organisation and its resources.  Pray for their vision, and for their 
strength. 
Pray for Methodist engagement with social issues, especially through its 
involvement with the Christian Council of Ghana. 
…and pray that we too would share in the task of this great gospel 



DATE TIME EVENT 

PLACE 

(if other than 

CTM) 

August 28th  18.30 

Welcome Service for  

Revd Ian Anderson  

and his family 

 

September 7th 19.00 
Celebrating 100 Years of the 

Methodist Church 
Cullen 

September 24th  19.30 EXPLORE  

September 25th  Harvest   

October 1st  Local Preachers Portessie 

October 15th 19.30 EXPLORE  

October 28th   
EXPLORE will host a concert 

by Gareth Davies-Jones 
 

November 19th  19.30 EXPLORE  

Decembers 4th   Advent Sunday  

December 11th, 18th & 25th Christmas celebrations 

January 1st or 8th 2006 11.00 Covenant Service  

November 5th  10.00 OAK Coffee morning 
St Mark’s 

Church Hall 

December 14th/15th   OAK Christmas Lunches   
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