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FROM THE MANSE

As part of the recent “Pray Without Ceasing” initiative I preached , in
part, on Jesus’ words in Luke: “I say to you, Ask, and it will be given
you, search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be opened for
you. For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds,
and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened” (Luke 11:9-10).

When researching this passage, I was struck by the discovery that Jesus
spoke in what literary scholars call “present imperatives.” What that
means is that literally this passage should be interpreted: “Ask, and
keep on asking...Search, and keep on searching... Knock, and keep
on knocking.”

Jesus was not saying, “Ask once, search once, knock once, and then a
door will be opened so that you can win a spiritual lottery of all
heavenly wisdom!” In fact, this saying came as Jesus was questioned by
his disciples about his ongoing prayer relationship with the Father. They
noticed that before he went about healing, or preaching, or exorcising,
or raising the dead, or walking on water, that he would often retreat to a
quiet place to connect ‘one on one’ with God. Finally, they blurted out,
“Lord, teach us to pray like that!” (Luke 11:1).

In essence, what I hear Jesus teaching is that we emphatically do not
gain all spiritual awareness nor connect fully with God’s power in a one
off prayer. Rather, we engage with the will of God and His power as we
engage in a continual process of asking and searching and knocking and
finding.

Thus all we do, indeed who we are needs to be centred on prayer, to
conform ourselves to God’s will, to see with His eyes and feel with His
understanding. I really do encourage you to continue to “pray without
ceasing”’, exploring ways that connect for you. Remember the old, old
advice, pray as you can, not as you can’t!

Yours in Christ,

Towv,



CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

Congratulations to Ailsa Herbert who Q
graduated with a BSc. We wish her well as
she is about to start PGDE (Primary).
Catherine Rae travelled with the Scottish ladies hockey

squad to the Commonwealth Games and played in goal for
some matches there.

Methodist professors in Scotland, Andrew Walls and Frank Whaling,
have been made life members of the British Association for the Study of
Religion. This is a rare honour given for significant service rendered to
the British Association for the Study of Religion and for distinguished
achievement in the academic discipline of the Study of Religion. Andrew
Walls, a local preacher, is an Emeritus Professor of both Aberdeen and
Edinburgh Universities, and the Rev Frank Whaling is Emeritus Professor
of the study of Religion at Edinburgh University.

Methodist Recorder

DEATHS

We send our love and sympathy to the families of

Betty Simpson and Ed Pirie

BIRTHS
To Zoé (Dalton) & Andrew Kirk To Lucy (Cowking) & Allan McFarlane
on June 28" Holly Rachel in Muscat, Oman, on August 5™
a sister for Lucy Alice Heather a sister for Isla

To Linda (Milne) and Andrew Taylor
on August 9" Benjamin Thomas
a brother for Alex



a“

young adult fellowship

Welcome to YAF 2006/7!

What is YAF? Who is YAF?

If you are a young adult, whether of the student variety or not, then
YAF is for you! YAF (Young Adult Fellowship) meets regularly for
Bible study, worship, and outreach. We are a group of young adults
within Crown Terrace seeking to figure out how to follow Jesus
where we are. More than that, we are a group of friends, and meet to
have fun in this great city of Aberdeen!

When do we meet?
There’s always lots going on in YAF, but here are the main regular
events:

YAF Wednesday: meeting at church, 7.25pm. Worship, Bible study
and prayer...the staple diet of discipleship, learning from God and
each other. First meeting on 27" September.

® YAF Lunch: free food, every other Sunday after morning
worship...what else could you want! Lunches are kindly provided by
members of the church, and we are always glad to help out with the
dishes. A great way to get to know others in the church. First lunch
on 24" September.

e Explore: a church-wide event, but mainly YAF-led; our
opportunity to get involved and invite our friends. Explore runs three
events per term: a music gig by top-notch musicians, an informative
lecture on a topical issue, and a time of more reflective, contemporary
worship.



September 17“‘, 7.30pm. Faith, Folk and Fairtrade, a music
concert by Gareth Davies-Jones and Rob Halligan.

October 21%, 7pm. a lecture with discussion; keynote speaker to be
announced with more details to follow.

December 2", 7pm. A contemporary take on 9 lessons and carols
— reflective music and creative worship for Christmas.

There’s always lots to do, so if you’d like to be involved,
get in touch with Andrew.

YAF Social: while all of the above are fun, there’s plenty of other
opportunities to enjoy ourselves together in and around Aberdeen!
So, there’s beach walks, cinema trips, BBQs, bowling nights,
Frisbee...if you have an idea, why not do it and invite us along!

Staying in touch...

OK, so you like what you hear, but how do you get involved?

1. Make yourself known. We send out emails and text messages
about our events, so let us know how we can contact you. You can
give your contact details to Andrew Stobart, or email them to
youth@aberdeenmethodist.org.uk We’ll make sure you get on the
email list (yaf@aberdeenmethodist.org.uk) , and you’ll get our
regular updates.

2. Check our blog. This year, we have a YAF blogsite, which will
be updated regularly with our weekly events and socials. Check out
the site at www.explore.blogs.com/yaf

Just do it! We’re a pretty friendly bunch, really, so come along and
share with us. YAF exists to help you engage with your world as a
disciple of Jesus Christ...you are not on your own — we’d love to
have you along, so that we can pray, study, and share together
during our time together in Aberdeen.

For more info on YAF, just ask someone who looks young (!), or
contact Andrew Stobart, Youth Evangelist/Worship Leader,
youth @aberdeenmethodist.org.uk 07974562296.



Giving by the Congregation
and Gift Aid

At the last Church Council Meeting in June 2006, I was asked to write a short
piece for the Church Notices about the ‘Gift Aid” Scheme whereby the Church is
able to recover tax on donations it receives.

As Church treasurer, it is very encouraging to note that giving by the congrega-
tion is increasing. This year it is £855 per week compared with £828 in the year
to 31 August 2005 and £824 in the year to 31 August 2004. But when I see £20
and £10 notes in the loose collection, I wonder if they could have been worth
£25.60 and £12.80 to the Church if they had been covered by Gift Aid.

What is Gift Aid?
Gift Aid is the Government Scheme which enables Charities, including the
Church, to recover tax on donations made by UK tax payers.

Who is eligible to join the Scheme?

Any Church member / adherent who is a UK tax payer is eligible to join the

scheme provided:-

¢ They pay enough UK income tax and / or capital gains tax themselves to
cover the amount of tax the Church will reclaim. Income tax can be tax paid
on salary, wages, fees, pension, interest or dividends.

e The donor has completed a Gift Aid Declaration Form, available from
Jackie Potts, the Gift Aid secretary.

This declaration covers all donations to the Church, including special ap-
peals and covers all future donations until revoked.

¢ The donations can be recorded as given by the donor.
This means the donations must be made either in the envelope scheme, by
standing order into the Church bank account, by cheque or by using one of
the brown gift aid envelopes available in the Church entrance porch. Loose
cash does not count.

There is no fixed financial commitment for donations.

How much tax does the Church recover?
On eligible donations the Church is able to recover 28p for every £1 do-
nated. After the end of the tax year, Jackie makes a claim on behalf of the
Church through the Central Finance Board and in the year ended 5 April 2005
the Church received a tax refund of £8,688.

Also any higher rate tax-payer in the congregation can claim higher rate relief on
their donations by entering the donations in the gift aid box on their self
assessment tax return!



The scheme is entirely confidential with only, Jackie Potts, the Gift Aid secretary,
who completes the claim form, knowing how much anyone has donated to the
Church.

Therefore I would urge anyone in the congregation, who is a tax-payer and has not
yet signed a Gift Aid declaration, to consider their financial stewardship to the
Church. By not being part of the Scheme, the Church is loosing 28p on every
pound you give at a time when costs are increasing fast — for example, from
1 September 2006 the annual assessment is increasing from £33,596 to £39,268, an
increase of nearly 17%.

If anyone would like a Declaration form or has any questions about Gift Aid,
please see me or Jackie, and Alec Jones will be happy to answer any questions
about the envelope scheme.

Bawrboawra Cresswell

TABLE TENNIS CTM table tennis is on the up, with our
strongest ever squad now in training for the
opening of the season. For the first time in its
history, we enter two teams in this year’s
competition. Top players Peter Aird and
Dennis Oon will be captained by Willis Ma and
represent the “A” team in Division two, with
high hopes of clinching a promotion spot. In
team “B” we welcome new players Maggie
Yang and Mhadi Ghandi, alongside regulars
Nigel Herbert and Erhu Gao. Maggie is from
Southern China (Guangxi) and arrived in the
UK two and a half years ago. She studied
International Trade at RGU and now works for
NTP — a kitchen design firm in Bridge of Don.
She learned her Table Tennis at university in
China where it was a compulsory University
subject! Her other hobbies are swimming and
basketball, and travelling to new places.
Mhadi, meanwhile, comes from Iran and works
Maggie Yang in the IT business alongside Willis.




OAK NEWS
Organisation of Aberdeen Kirks

OAK has been fortunate in all the help we have had from many people ena-
bling us to keep the café open during the summer holiday months. Our thanks
go to everyone who did extra duties to make this happen. It was greatly
appreciated by our customers.

In June we were saddened by the sudden death of John Davidson who had
worked for OAK for a number of years. John was a very gentle man who
endeared himself to the staff and customers alike and he will be greatly
missed. We extend our sympathy, thoughts and prayers to John’s family.

Our next fund raising lunch will be held on Thursday 12" October in St.
Mark’s Church Hall with the takings going to CLIC, a charity caring for
children with cancer and leukaemia. We look forward to all our friends
joining us on this occasion.

Our November coffee morning is on Saturday 4™ with the proceeds going to
RNLI. Donations of home-baking etc. will be most welcome.

The annual shoe-box appeal has already produced beautiful knitting and toys
and further donations of toiletries etc. should be handed in at the café by the
end of October in order to give time for them to be packed and transported to
Eastern Europe for Christmas.

Christmas Lunches will be held on 13™ & 14™ of December with the usual
turkey and trimmings and we look forward to our usual happy event. Tickets,
priced £10, will be available during November and we again look forward to
seeing everyone, including Santa!

OAK evening services on the second Sunday of each month continue to be
held at Crown Terrace Methodist Church at 6.30 where there is always a warm
welcome.

Malcolm Steel
Treasurer, OAK



FAIRTIRADIE
1IN ABERDEER]

FAIRTRADE OR TRAIDCRAFT?

Firstly an announcement - The Winter catalogue is now available — and dare I say
it - the Christmas card samples have arrived already!

Guarantees
a better deal
for Third World

Producers

FAIRTRADE

I have been asked several times what the difference is between Traidcraft and
Fairtrade as they both apparently have the same aims yet each organisation holds a
separate promotional week each year; and what difference does it make if I buy
fairly traded goods from my supermarket rather than Traidcraft goods from church,
Oxfam etc.

When you purchase a jar of Coffee Direct from the supermarket there are three
components in arriving at the price, one part the fair purchase price to the farmer*,
one part overheads, one part profits to shareholders.

Buying from the supermarkets and smaller shops ensures that the growers continue
to have a market for their produce. (Sadly some of the purchase prices can be
inflated to increase the profit margin knowing that there is a growing body of
shoppers willing to pay extra for fairtrade products — we had an example during
Fairtrade Fortnight when I brought in identical bars of chocolate from different
supermarkets, one priced at £1.10 the other at £1.42!)

Traidcraft on the other hand, purchase and market the same products so the buying
price is the same, overheads are minimised and all profits go into development
work helping more producers to organise themselves, market their goods and
qualify for the Fairtrade quality label.

Overheads include a small discount to Fair-traders such as ourselves which in turn
supports our own initiatives in Ghana.

MAINTAINS
FAIRTRADE IN PAYMENT TO COMPANY PROFITS TO MARKET FOR
SUPERMARKET | FARMER OVERHEADS SHAREHOLDERS EXISTING
PRODUCERS
ENABLES
PROFITS USED
MORE PRO-
FAIRTRADE TO BRING MORE
PAYMENT TO COMPANY DUCERS TO
WITH TRAID- PRODUCERS
FARMER OVERHEADS ACHIEVE
CRAFT INTO THE FAIR-
FAIRTRADE
TRADE SCHEME
STATUS

Both are essential in the fight against poverty — what we are doing in selling
Traidcraft goods at church is giving a helping hand to those who wish to join the
mainstream producers and giving them the dignity of a reward for their labour
rather than just a handout.



THE CARPENTER’S ARMS

A time for

WORSHIP
FELLOWSHIP
REFRESHMENTS

Wednesday, 4™ October

at 2.00p.m.

Thereafter on the first Wednesday of each month
Anyone is welcome.

Please join us if you can

THIRTY YEARS AGO

GOOD NEWS BIBLE

Monday 11™ October saw the publication of the United Bible
Societies’” ‘Good News Bible’ - a translation produced by the
American Bible Society with the assistance of the British and Foreign
Bible Society and the National Bible Society of Scotland and intended
for people throughout the world who use English in the (sic) daily life.
On the occasion of its publication the Reverend Paul Ellingworth, a
member of the staff of the United Bible Societies, accompanied by
Mrs Eunice Edwards, Vice President of the Aberdeen branch of the
National Bible Society of Scotland, presented copies of the new Bible
to the Lord Provost of Aberdeen, Councillor R.S. Lennox and to the
convener of Grampian Regional Council, Councillor A.S. Mutch.

FROM THE METHODIST CHURCH MAGAZINE OCTOBER 1976



COMMUNITY SERVICE TEAM

Nigel Herbert wrote at the end of July :-

The decoration of room 4 at CTM was recently undertaken
by a Community Service team, and a short article appears
below.

Beginning in two weeks, the CS team plan to undertake the
regular cleaning of our car park and path, giving additional
support to our own John Gordon who continues to look after
our gardens

METHOD
PAINTING

The Crown Terrace Methodist Church
are just one of a growing number of
places of worship that have called up the
decoration services of the CS Team.
Nicole Lugioyo the Secretary to the
Church Council wrote thanking the CS
Team for the superb work in decorafing a
room in the church. They will certainly be
considering using the CS Team again

:PLEASE HAVE CONTRIBUTIONS:

FOR THE NEXT NEWSLETTER

TO ANNE OR KATHERINE BY
SUNDAY 26" NOVEMBER

‘.....Q..



On 23" April Sarah Holsinger-Friesen preached for the last time at
Crown Terrace before she and her husband, Tom, returned to
America. On that occasion Sarah made some points that are worth
re-reading as the new academic year begins and new students
arrive to join our congregation.

I am an outsider...an alien in a foreign land.

Most of us have felt on the outside at some point in our lives. Whether that was when you
were 1n school, starting a new job, or travelling to another country, all of us have
experienced the discomfort of being different from those around us. I know there are a
few of us who’ve lived in countries other than their own for extended periods of time.
Even the Israelites, our ancestors in the faith, knew what it meant to be outsiders. They
were foreigners in Egypt for 400 years. For some people, feeling like an outsider puts
them neither up nor down. I’d like to be like that, but I'm not. In a way, I’ve felt like I
did when I was in puberty. Before you read too much into that, let me explain. Some-
times, all I’ve wanted was to blend in and go with the flow. In some ways, that was a lot
easier to do that when I was a kid than it has been to do now. At least when I was a
teenager, all I had to do was wear the same 1980s clothes everyone else did. Then at least,
I looked like everyone else. But living in Aberdeen has been different. Some people can
look at me and tell I'm American. The funny thing is that I can do that with Americans
now too! But even if people don’t know I’'m American by my appearance, as soon as they
hear my accent, they know and they make assumptions about me. Being American at this
point in time is not popular. Even the evil arches, McDonald’s, is more popular than
George Bush. Living in another country during a highpoint of world-wide Anti-American
sentiment has been challenging. In addition to feeling displaced, I'm reminded nearly
everyday that being American doesn’t go down too well. You know what folks, I’'m okay
with that. I’m not too happy with some of the things the U.S. does either, but I’'ll tell you,
I’11 feel a lot better critiquing my country when I’m on that side of the pond. Right now, I
want to defend America for all it’s worth, because it has helped to shape me into who I am
today and more importantly, it’s my home. You know what else is difficult about being
an outsider? Not only do I not feel at home, but I'm reminded that my friends and family
have continued to live their lives without me. And I’ve struggled to remain a part of them
even though I’'m so far away. Because I’ve felt displaced, staying connected to them has
been more important to me than to them in a lot of ways. At times I’ve been really needy
and unsure of myself and have sought a lot reassurance from them. That’s why when
people here have pursued me it’s been so encouraging. When you’re an outsider, you
long for someone to be interested in you and put forth effort to get to know you. It’s
already scary enough just living in another country. How much more intimidating is it to
have to reach out to people on top of that? But that is one of the strengths of this church.
We are really good at embracing newcomers and investing in them. They may be with us
for only a short time, but what a valuable ministry we can have to them while they’re here
with us. And that’s important because many of us here are outsiders and aliens in a
foreign land.



The United States is my original home, but I was created for heaven and
everlasting life.

I’m an American, but I live in Scotland. I'm a Christian and I live on earth. I have a
home, but currently I’'m not living there in either situation. My earthly home is the
United States, but my true and everlasting home is heaven. I remember the first time I
went back to America after moving to the U.K. It was one of those situations where 1
could not get there fast enough. I sat on the plane and counted down the minutes. 1
tried reading, watching movies, listening to music. But it didn’t help. I just had to
wait until my plane landed. When we finally landed in Atlanta, Georgia, I had to go
through passport control. I was beaming. Finally, I was among my people. I was
smiling at everyone—it didn’t matter that I didn’t know them from Adam. As I stood
in that queue, all I could think was that I was almost home. All I had to do was go
through that gate and I’d be there. Finally it was my turn at the counter. The officer
looked at my passport, scanned it through her machine, and looked at me and said,
“Welcome home, Ms. Holsinger-Friesen.” She called me by name! Well folks, I have
to tell you, I about jumped over that counter and kissed her! Not only was I home, but
I was welcomed home! There are no sweeter words we can hear from a stranger than
“Welcome home!” I almost cried. You know, one day I will be welcomed home again
and for the last time. One day, I will meet God, our Father, and I imagine by then, I
will truly be desperate for my heavenly home. I don’t know if there will be a queue. 1
don’t know if I’ll know anyone as we “wait” to get in. I do know that no one will
bother to check my passport. It won’t be like flying into the Aberdeen airport. No one
will query my visa and why it’s dependent on Tom’s. No one will ask what kind of
work I do or how long I’ve been doing it. No one will remind me that my visa expires
in November and ask me what my plans will be then. No, I won’t have any of those
questions. But I do think there will be one question I have to answer. Were you a
good person? Did you tell people about Jesus? Did you give money to the poor? No,
it won’t be any of these. I think God will look straight into me and ask me this.
“Sarah, do you love me? Sarah, do you love me?” Just like Jesus asked Peter if he
loved Jesus. God’s kingdom is present, here and now. But his kingdom also will be
ushered in its fullness in when Jesus returns. So the earth is my home, but it is a
temporary one, because I’'m made for heaven, my true home. The time I spend in my
earthly home is valuable. Life lived on earth develops my character as I strive to
become more like Jesus. It’s easy to focus too much on heaven. But ultimately, that’s
our home. Heaven is our home. That’s where we belong. One day we’ll get there,
folks. And will we be ready to answer his question? “Do you love me? Do you love
me? Do you love me?” The United States is my original home, but I was created for
heaven and everlasting life.

It’s all about humility.

Folks, I'm someone who likes to have a handle on things. I like to have a general idea
about how things work. Tom teases me and says that I like the rules. But I maintain
that it’s not so much that I like rules, as much as rules tell us something about the
situation we’re in. The interesting thing about rules is that some are spoken, but many
are not. Being new somewhere means that you don’t know the unspoken rules that
govern relationships and situations. For example, the unspoken rule about walking on
the pavements in Scotland differs from the unspoken rule in America. Let’s say you
have four people walking side by side coming down the pavement toward two people
coming the opposite way. Here we simply move around each other. But in
America, the unspoken rule is that one or two people from the group of four people

CONTINUED OVER PAGE
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would drop back behind the rest of the group to make room for the couple walking towards
them. This actually happened to Tom and me the other week. I almost knocked a woman off
the pavement (purely by accident) because I expected her to make room for me...not because
it’s me, but because she was in a larger group who was taking up the whole of the
pavement. Something interesting happens when you don’t know what’s going on. It’s hard to
be right about much. I’ve never been one who’s shied away from asking questions of clarifi-
cation, but I'll tell you, it’s gotten old after nearly four years. But, having to
submit myself to others because of my lack of understanding and knowledge has helped me
develop a new sense of humility. It’s humbling to be thrust into a situation where we don’t
know the rules of the game. It has a way of making us feel small because we’re on the
outside looking in and everyone else seems to be in on the secret. But maybe that’s just it.
Maybe the nature of humility is that it doesn’t come when we seek it, but only when we find
ourselves in a situation where we are confronted with the truth of who we really are—not who
we think we are. Living outside of my comfort zone has done just that for me. It’s all about
humility.

Home is where your people are.

Now a few minutes ago you heard me say that I’ve felt like an outsider in Scotland and that
America is my home. While those things are true, something peculiar has happened to me
since living here. Something happened that I just didn’t expect. I’ve discovered that in a lot
of ways, now I have two earthly homes—the U.S. AND Scotland. Because, folks, home is
where your people are. My family and friends are in the U.S. and I can’t wait to be near them
again. I’ve missed nearly four years of my nephews’ and nieces’ lives—I’ve missed them
growing up. It’s funny, when I moved here, I thought my people were only in America. But
now as I look to leave Aberdeen, I realize that my people are here too. I never thought I'd
develop friendships in Aberdeen which would tug at my heart when I closed this chapter in my
life. I will miss you. I will miss this church and how you’ve embraced me. I will miss Aber-
deen and this time in my life. And now my heart feels torn. I may be moving back to the
United States, but a part of me remains in Aberdeen because you are here. And home is where
your people are.

God is faithful.

When we decided to move to Aberdeen, Tom and I prayed for three things—a place to live,
my job, and a church. We figured that if we had these three things, we could make it during
our time here. God provided for us. We quickly found a place to live, within six weeks I
started working at a job where I could be challenged as well as minister, and well, you know
how we feel about Crown Terrace. While our tangible needs are important to God and He
provides for us in that way, His faithfulness to us extends far beyond any thing we could want
or need. I deeply believe that God’s faithfulness is revealed to us in two ways. First, I know
God’s love and faithfulness through time spent with Him. I know Him when He touches my
heart and draws me that much deeper into His love. Like John Wesley, I find that my heart is
strangely warmed and I am, if for just a moment, consumed by His presence. My life doesn’t
suddenly become perfect or exactly how I want it to be, but that pales in the light of a love so
pure and so full. This love is so passionate that He would do whatever He had to do to make a
way for me to be reconciled to Him. This is a love that would condescend and make His place
among us that we might know him in his humanity as well as in his divinity. This is a love
who doesn’t keep track of how I fail him and others, but instead dances with me when I live as
the one He’s created me to be. This is the love of God through His Son, Jesus. I can do
nothing to make God love me any more or any less, because this love is of Him alone. It’s not



based on me or on what I do. I simply cannot get away from God and His love and
faithfulness to me. It is who He is. I’ve also known God’s faithfulness to me through
His community. I continue to be amazed at how God works through people, Christian
and non-Christian, to remind me of His presence and love. In times of loneliness, God
has used many of you to comfort me. You may not have realized it, but it’s true. To
be included when I’ve felt isolated is all the more meaningful. If I had not needed
support, the help given would have been simply nice. But because I have needed
support, when I have received it, it’s been water to a dry and dusty soul. This is the
beauty of God’s plan. He doesn’t expect that we would know His love and faithfulness
only through personal time with him. Instead, he created us to be in community with
each other as well as with Him. He does not leave us alone to fend for ourselves. No,
He walks with us and promises to always be present in our lives. His presence is his
blessing, because God is faithful.

Sarah Holsinger-Friesen
April 2006

On Being Mobile

Lord,

You are the God of those who wander.
Thankfully, you are the God of those
who wander far from you,

of those who flee to the foreign land,
of those who try to escape the respon-
sibilities of their lives and actions,

of those who prefer the alluring
freedom of rebellion to the freeing
allure of your love...

You are the God of those who wander
into despair,

who wander in desperation,

lonely,

looking for something to captivate
their attention,

to hold their gaze,

to give a goal and purpose for life...

You are the God of me -

I, who am that wanderer

in thought, in word, in deed,

in the deepest places of my being
in the thin veneer of my spirituality.

And you call me to wander yet.

As Abraham, to set out not knowing
where the path may lead.

As Moses, to find myself with unknown
responsibilities.

As Ezekiel, to roam through valleys of
dry bones,

desperate for your vital voice.

You call me to wander,

and to find

that the path | tred is trod before...
is trod again by Footsteps at my side.
To find that this road is the prodigal
road

on which each child of you must tred
towards your heart.

And in this mobile world,
this world of wanderers,
this world of wandering hearts and
lives and feet,
Lord be my God and Saviour.
For you have trod the wandering path,
the earth of the far away country,
the stony ground of the way back
home.
Lord, if this is life - to wander -
then teach me how to wander well,
to wander down the road less
travelled,
to wander with you,
for you,
back to you.
Andrew Stobart, 2005



GHANA REPORT 2006

Although CTM did not send its usual delegation to St. Peter this summer, there was
plenty for Elsie and me to do with respect to the growing interests we Aberdeen
Methodists have been developing in Ghana.

Our main contribution this year was £5,000 towards putting the roof on the mission
house, which will act as a manse, church office, and accommodation for the occasional
visitor. (The present minister, Dan French, and his family have been living with a
relative of his wife, Josephine). In recognition of the major contribution CTM has
made to this project it has been decided by their Leaders’ Meeting to call it Crown
Terrace House, and will be dedicated with great ceremony when we visit next summer.
They have established a committee to that end.

Some of the leaders at St Peter have been worried that the imperatives of building
church and manse have led them to neglect the needs of the congregation, and we have
seen it as part of our role to encourage and assist the building up of the church family.
A particular problem identified to us during our visit in 2005 was the desirability of
establishing a fund to help members develop small businesses. Consequently, this year
we advanced £1,000 towards the creation of a Small Business Loan Scheme.
Significantly, immediately at the end of the service when this was announced there
were two inquiries! We very much hope and pray this venture will be successful
because relatively small sums well managed can make a great deal of difference to
individuals and their families.

Additionally, we made a grant of £300 towards the cost of new uniforms for the Boys’
and Girls’ Brigades, because the lack of them was discouraging participation. No
doubt the fruits of this investment will be evident at the mission house dedication cere-
mony. To encourage the choir and singing band, which make such an important and
lively contribution to weekly worship, we gave each £60 for the purchase of
materials. Smaller sums were advanced to the Women’s Fellowship, Christ’s Little
Band, and the Wesley Guild. Books donated by the Women and Toddlers’ group at
CTM were duly delivered and much appreciated by the recipients.

In response to these gifts, one of the society stewards, Amy Dzandu, said that it was
remarkable that people who ‘don’t know us’ were prepared to make such efforts on
their behalf. The minister expressed the view that ‘we had put the spirit back into the
church’. It might be that he was somewhat overstating the case, but at the present time
money is tight in Ghana due to the substantial rise in oil prices, and that was feeding
back into pressures on church finances. St. Peter was struggling to maintain its
ongoing commitments, leaving less than nothing for the kind of developments outlined
above. The apostle said, ‘never tire of doing good’: I hope we shall maintain our
commitment to this furrow.



Prior to my arrival in Accra, a delegation of six ladies from the North of
Scotland Circuit, including Elsie, had visited St. Peter, though their prime
concern was with the progress of the church/school/ clinic at Osonodompe.
Since last year the doctor in the medical team has retired, which has enabled the
clinic to operate more frequently than hitherto. A further grant of £2,000, raised
in the circuit outwith Aberdeen and elsewhere, should ensure that by this time
next year the school will be in operation. The clinic is attracting people from
outlying areas, so that the New Achimota Circuit has been able to extend its
mission beyond the village. The main problem identified by the superintendent
minister, Edward Ofori-Donkor, is that of persuading the locals to show a more
active response to the possibilities for renewal the initiative has created.
Ghanaian Methodists place no small value on the virtues of self-help. The
delegation established good relations with the Women’s Fellowship at St. Peter,
and there was a mutual exchange of lessons in dancing styles. The distribution
of tartan sashes proved a popular adjunct to the session on Scottish Country
Dancing. Heat and humidity, however, precluded a dash at the eightsome reel!
Such opportunities to share in fellowship to my mind are of central importance
to our relationship. Incidentally, we have discovered that Benedicta, the sister of
our own Daniel, is a member of the circuit church, St John.

The Presiding Bishop (President of Conference), Robert Aboagye-Mensah, who
worshipped at Crown Terrace when a post-graduate student, has been so
impressed by the success of our relationship with St. Peter that he is trying to
instigate a similar scheme within Ghana itself, linking strong a weak churches.

We have also made progress on our attempts to establish workshop facilities at
Dzorwulu Special Needs School for the mentally handicapped, the money for
which was raised through a private initiative. Although this school is in the
public sector it also relies on charity to fulfil its purposes. From time to time St.
Peter has made gifts of food. It is hoped that this project will be completed in
2007.

Surfing the internet, Alec Jones discovered the Rev. Alec Jones Memorial
Methodist Primary School, Nkanfoa, near Cape Coast. The headmaster and his
wife, Ian and Diana Bosman, are the only British Methodist Mission Partners in
Ghana (see Prayer Manual). My brothers-in-law made contact with them just as
they were driving away from their home and delivered a letter from Alec.

Elsie and I found time to visit Kumasi and stayed at the Freeman Leadership
Centre which is responsible for producing the bible notes used by Ghanaian
Methodists at their weekly class meetings, and by our own Thursday evening
bible study — more participants warmly invited! We also worshipped at
Achiamaa’s church, the Wesley Cathedral, Kumasi, where we counted no fewer
than eighty members in the choir. (An extra junior choir had sung at an earlier
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service). Achiamaa also joined us to represent Crown Terrace at a St. Peter
service. Globalisation plays funny tricks!

Looking to the future, it is intended to send a large container to Ghana in about
six months time. Its contents will include fifty computers: thirty or so for the
newly established Wesley Girls Senior Secondary School, Accra, (the
headmistress, Mary Asiedu, is a member at St. Peter), half a dozen to
establish a computer club for the youth at St. Peter, and any remainder for the
school at St. John; medical equipment for use by the connexion; sewing
machines and bicycles etc.. Wesley Girls School is also on the look out for good
quality reference books and novels as its seeks to build a library. The space is
considerable, so if you have any suggestions as to what might be included please
make them known. Once the container has been emptied it will be used as a
resource at Osonodompe, probably in connection with the clinic.

I hope this report will stir us to even great feats. The rush of donations in June
was much appreciated. Even if you collect via the Smartie tubes it’s a good 1dea
if you translate the contents into a cheque to Barbara Cresswell because the
chancellor will add 28p to any pound donated. While it would be mistaken to
undervalue the financial contributions that have been made, it is also important
to emphasise the importance of church to church personal contact. Ghana is not
a difficult country to visit- ten hours away, is peaceful and very friendly. You
would be surprised at what the Methodist Church there is doing, and the
vibrancy of its worship. Why not go yourself?

Michael Dyer

John Wesley on organs and organists

"I found an uncommon blessing when | least expected it - namely,
while the organist was playing a voluntary." Manchester, 1751

| heard a low, soft, solemn sound, just like that of an Aeolian harp,
which so affected many that they could not refrain from tears.
Strange that no other organist (that | know) should think of this." He
told the organist; "If | could ensure a similar performance to yours
this afternoon | would have an organ introduced into every one of
our chapels." Macclesfield, 1782

From "Methodism and Music"
in The Oxford Companion to Music, 7th edition, 1947 :
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IN BETWEEN TIMES

Autumn for me is always anniversary time, birthday and anniversary, great occasions for
good (and Good) celebrations. This time we haven’'t any significant numbers to celebrate,
but this autumn anyone who is interested in Fairtrade is sitting in-between two important
anniversaries, one a bicentenary and the other at the other end of the scale, just a first anni-
versary.

In 2007, it will be 200 years since the abolition of the British Atlantic Slave Trade.

“It is simply immoral that people should be allowed to suffer in order to provide us
with luxuries like tea, cotton and sugar at a cheap price”, was the slogan of the aboli-
tionists at the time and, unfortunately, the situation behind that statement is still true today.
People still do suffer and will still continue to do so until trade rules are reformed. It was in
the hope that something might be done to start the process that a quarter of a million people
marched in Edinburgh last year in the Make Poverty History campaign.

Speaking at a major conference in Glasgow on July 3™ this year, the anniversary of this
march, First Minister Jack McConnell said “I am determined Scotland will do
whatever it can to help end the scandal of poverty in the developing world. Our
commitment to fair trade is at the centre of our national effort to help make poverty
history. Fair Trade is not about charity - it is a way to ensure workers receive fair prices and
decent working conditions." To that end, Scottish government has joined forces with Wales
to draw up a detailed set of criteria to enable them to become Fair Trade nations.

The measurable criteria for Scotland to become a Fair Trade nation include:

e 100 per cent of local authorities to have active Fairtrade groups working towards Fair-
trade status

° All of Scotland's cities to have Fairtrade status

e 60 per cent of Higher Education institutions to have active groups working towards Fair-
trade status

o Increase by 5 per cent each year the proportion of the population who know about Fair
Trade

e 75 per cent of people to buy a Fair Trade product every year
e 40 per cent of people regularly buying Fair Trade products

These are pretty stringent criteria and although Aberdeen has Fairtrade City status, the requi-
site growth in Fair Trade use throughout education, businesses and awareness among the
general public will require sustained effort both from those who are already convinced and
from many new converts to Fair Trade. As usual, | know | am speaking to the converted, but
perhaps | could ask everyone to use these in-between times to encourage colleagues,
friends, families, fellow citizens, anyone at all to start using Fairtrade products and to spread
the word that Fair Trade is here to stay.

Sue Good, Development Education Worker
Montgomery Development Education Centre

The Third World Centre, known as the Montgomery Development
Education Centre, 79 Queen Street, AB10 1AN Tel 620111. The
centre 1s normally staffed in the mornings from 9.30-12.30
Mon-Wed and Friday. On Thursday evenings during term-time it
is open from 3.30 till 6.30. Resources are available for free
loan and they are happy to arrange talks, workshops etc. on
issues of global concern and particularly Fair Trade.



2007

the birth of Charles Wesley

PLACE
DATE TIME EVENT (if other than
CTM)

Sunday 10" September | 18.30 OAK Service

Sunday, 24™ September | 19.30

Sunday 8™ October 18.30 OAK Service
OAK special lunch for CLIC ,
Thursday 12" October (Cancer and Lukaemia in St Mark’s Church
. Hall
Children)
Saturday, 21% October | 19.30
th OAK Coffee morning in aid of

Saturday 4™ November The Lifeboat

Friday 10™ November - Compass
Sunday 12" November Church Weekend Christian Centre
Sunday 12" November | 18.30 OAK Service

Saturday 18" November Pastoral training/refresher day

Saturday, 2" December | 19.30

Tuesday 5" December | 19.30 Church Council meeting

Sunday 10" December | 18.30 OAK Service

Wednesday 13" & .
Thursday1 ADecember OAK Christmas Lunches
th Songs of Praise Service
Sunday 11" February 18.30 | celebrating 300™ anniversary of




