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A LETTER FROM THE MANSE

Dear friends in Christ,

It seems strange to be writing a letter from the manse when | am still in the
Wirral. Although there is sadness at lan's departure there is a similar sadness here
in the Wirral and | am being invited out for dinner most evenings, people who
were once names have become family. This is the joy of ministry that we really do
become brothers and sisters in Christ.

| expect you want to know a little about me. | was born and brought up in Llanrwst
in North Wales. | trained as a nurse first in psychiatry and then in general nursing.
| served nine years in the Royal Air Force during which time | became a local
preacher on the Swindon Circuit.

On leaving the Royal Air Force | became a nurse tutor and completed my nursing
diploma. | then moved to North Wales and trained as a social worker before
candidating for full time ministry.

The one and only time | have ever been to Scotland is the day | came up to
Aberdeen so | am looking forward very much to discovering all that Scotland has to
offer. If the friendliness and hospitality of the invitation group is anything to go by
| know that | will be very happy. | move into the Manse with Bob and Bill. Bob is a
cockatiel and chirps away good style. Bill is a Yorkshire terrier who is sat at my
feet while | am typing this.

| have discovered that my cousin’s daughter and her husband live in Lossiemouth
so at least | do have a connection in the Highlands.

As we begin a new Methodist year | ask you to keep lan, Alice John and Rachel in
your prayers that they will be upheld in their faith and witness during a time of
recuperation and new experiences.

What does the future hold | wonder, and | am certain that you are asking the
same? The simple truth is that we do not know but we do know that all our times
are in God's hands and we will face whatever comes together building each other
up in Jesus' name and seeking to make new disciples. | never fail to be excited and
thrilled that God can use us all in this way.

| am delighted to be coming to Aberdeen and look forward to meeting you all.

Every Blessing

Keww.



CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

BIRTHS

To Ben & Elizabeth Reynolds To Steven and Terri Taylor
on June 17" a son on August 14" a daughter
Abram Euan Halie Elizabeth

Congratulations to both families

MARRIAGE
@, On 23" August 2008 at Thatcham, Berkshire
—ﬁ'fg@ Kenny Primrose to Megan Davies.

We wish them every happiness for their future together.

Many happy returns to Joe Smith
who celebrated his 90" birthday on August 10™

DEATH

A member and Pastoral Visitor for many years
Williamina Tilney (Winny) died on Wednesday 23" July.

We send our love and prayers to all her family and friends.

Congratulations to Andrew Stobart who has been unconditionally
accepted by the Methodist Conference to proceed into pre-ordination
training for the presbyteral ministry.

We wish him and Rebekah God'’s blessing for the future.

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE FOLLOWING

Colin Primrose who graduated with a 2:1 and now starts

medical training in Glasgow
Jed Bamber who is now a qualified doctor.
Rex Barnes who successfully passed his PhD viva.

Walden Katsande who successfully graduated from RGU with a
Masters degree in Management.
We wish them all every success wherever they may go.

Congratulations also to Calum Dalrymple who, having passed his Highers, is now
exploring options for reading engineering at University.



CONCERNING FORUM 18

Are you bothered with e-mails you did not ask for? from people you have never
heard of? making offers you can't refuse? and certainly wouldn't want to accept.
The only way to avoid them is to use nothing but pen and paper to communicate
with. But sometimes, it is very useful to be on someone's mailing list.
I receive a weekly newsletter from an organisation called Forum 18
(f18-news-server@forum18.org) based in Oslo, but writing in perfect English.
Its motto expresses its aim, which is to defend:
The right to believe, to worship and witness
The right to change one's belief or religion
The right to join together and express one's belief
It monitors what is happening to believers of all faiths in the former Soviet
Union, where it sometimes seems that their situation has not changed much since
communist times.
Reports over the last couple of months suggest that various groups are constantly
under pressure. Even if the pressure seems to be relaxed one week, there is no
guarantee that it will not be reapplied the next.
Here, in summary, are a couple of recent reports.
One headline concerns Azerbaijan, where the constitution is supposed to
guarantee "freedom of thought, speech and conscience". Jehovah's Witnesses'
meetings have been twice violently broken up, as have those of Baptists,
Adventists, other Protestants, and groups that have asked not to be identified for
fear of further repression.
In Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan there is a Protestant United Theological Seminary. The
secret police recently demanded to see confidential files on individual students.
When the rector, a New Zealander, refused, he was expelled. The Islamic
University is under similar pressure.
There is an occasional piece of good news, as far as it goes.
The Regional Court in Smolensk closed down the local Methodist church for
running a Sunday school without an education licence. This verdict was
overturned in June by Russia's Supreme Court, on the grounds that a Sunday
school fell outside both the 1992 Education Law and state education regulations,
and therefore did not require a licence. But uncertainty continues, especially
concerning the status of adult Bible schools.
These and many other situations in the former Soviet Union call for our prayers.
They do not often hit headlines in the west, but the kind of news we receive from
Forum 18 reminds us that believers of all faiths and denominations (except
national Orthodox churches) are constantly subject to discrimination or worse.
We differ from many of them, but in defence of human rights we stand or fall
together. We should not remain indifferent until we hear of Methodists under
attack.

Paul Ellingworth



Women'’s Fellowship’s farewell to Alice Anderson held at
Barbara Cresswell’s house on July 25™.
We missed Anne (Kelley), Alix, Doreen and Joan

ok

On Sunday 24™ August 2008 at
Anniesland Methodist Church,
Glasgow, Dan French, who was the
minister of our sister church, St Peter,
Accra, was inducted as
Chaplain of the Ghanaian Methodist
Community in Scotland.

The service was attended by Rev
Emmanuel Aggrey-Ogoe, Ghananaian
Chaplain of the Methodist Church in
Great Britain; Rev Derek Gibb,
Superintendent, Glasgow Circuit;
Mr. Mike King, World Church
Relationships Team Leader; Rev Lily
Twist, District Chairand Rt Rev EG L
Twum-Baah, Nottingham Chaplaincy.
Dan was presented with a Kente stole
and a surplice.

Barbara Cresswell and Graham Dalton
represented CTM in the absence of Mi-
chael & Elsie Dyer.




A MEDITATION ON OUR VISION BY
ANDREVWVW STOBART
Sunday morning August 3™

Haggai 1:1 - 11

Well, as the saying goes, ‘you can’t have it all'! And of course, it's true...while
we would sometimes like to both have our cake and eat it, in reality only one
option is open to us — the things are mutually exclusive, like water and oil — you
just can’t mix them together...to opt for one is to opt against the other.

We want both-and, not either-or. And we live in a world where we try to make
this possible. If | can’'t decide whether | want rice crispies or weetabix for my
breakfast, then I'll just have both. Perhaps we want to be really environmentally
friendly, yet we still want that fuel-guzzling car, or that holiday to the other side
of the world, so we buy those carbon-offset things so we can both have what we
want and feel good about it.

That’s all very well...perhaps we can get away with the bigger bowl of cereal
and kid ourselves about our carbon footprint. But there are certain things that
are just incompatible...and sooner or later, we all bump up against them. Not
everything is both-and. Some things are either-or.

And this is what the prophet Haggai was talking about in our reading just now.

God’s people, had been in exile in Babylon for half a century. They had been
carried away from their land, and forced to live and work in a foreign land.
Everything they left behind — their homes, their livelihoods, and most of all the
Temple at Jerusalem, had been destroyed.

But then, all of a sudden, it seemed that their despair was about to end. The
Babylonians were defeated by the Persian Empire and Cyrus, the Persian king
let all the Israelites return to their own lands again. It seemed too good to be
true — they didn’t have to fight for their freedom...they were simply let go!

And so back they went to Jerusalem, with a great inspiring vision: they would
rebuild their nation — most of all, they would rebuild the Temple. It would be
better than ever — all the world would want to come to the Temple in Jerusalem
and marvel at how great their God was.

But as with many great visions, when it came to the reality of action, the glorious
vision that they had carried with them on their journey home soon faded. When
they returned to Jerusalem, they found their houses in ruins, and huge gaps in
the walls of the city: something was going to have to be done.

And so, a great building plan was drawn up, and the work began. Walls were
repaired and houses rebuilt...every one was busy — very soon, you would think
that nothing could be better...they were on their way to greatness!



But one thing remained undone. The Temple. In their push to rebuild homes
and city walls, the Temple had been forgotten. We can just hear the people
speaking the words that Haggai quoted at the beginning of his prophecy: ‘The
time hasn’t yet come for the Lord’s house to be built. There are more pressing
priorities. There are more important things to be done. We have to secure the
city, we have to make our homes desirable. The Temple can wait.” And every-
one agreed. And we’re not just talking about repairing leaking roofs...they were
sprucing up their homes with all the latest luxury wood panelling from
Damascus. Of course God would understand — he surely couldn’t expect them
to be living in merely average houses, could he? Surely he would understand
that they needed to keep up with the times — to have 6 foot flat screen
super-bright wall-mounted TVs, all the latest kitchen appliances, a spacious,
modern car with electric windows and heated wing mirrors, and a subscription to
the Ideal Home magazine. God wouldn’t mind waiting until they just got their
own lives sorted out a bit more, would he?

But he did. The message that he sent them through Haggai put it beyond all
doubt. God’s people were trying to be both-and people — people who were both
blessed by God and up with all the latest fashion accessories. They wanted
both to get all they could out of the world and get all they could out of God. But
God’s message to them was clear...and perhaps more than a little painful. In
this matter, God says, you can’t be both-and people, you have to be either-or.
You can’t expect me to bless you and yet spend all your time and money and
effort on your own lives. You can't make me your first priority as well as
yourselves — it’s either-or.

We need to understand, though — this isn’t the ranting of a power-obsessed
God. God’s not throwing a tantrum here because his house isn’t getting built
while everyone else is installing hot tubs and Sky TV. Here in Haggai we see
the pain of a loving heavenly Father, who wants to bring his people new, fresh
life; to blow away their cobwebs and use them to shine his light to the world. But
they are too busy feathering their nests to even realise.

In this sense, | don’t think God has changed. You know, there are moments
when | think | glimpse the deep sadness of God’s heart when he sees his
children — his church — scuttling around their business without a thought for Him.

Of course, we’d quite like to be both-and people really. Both full of God’s Spirit,
and successful in the world. Both part of God’s kingdom, and running after the
same things as everyone else. But we can’t. At this point, we have to be either-
or.

God says, ‘Give careful thought to your ways’.

It's very easy for us to set off with a grand vision of what we want to do, in
conjunction with God, here in Crown Terrace. It's very easy for us all to nod in
agreement and be filled with anticipation for the future. But what happens when
the vision hits reality.



What happens when the credit crunch comes and our finances are in short
supply? What happens when it costs more to live how we’d like to? What
happens when the vision starts to make demands on our time and energy
too? What happens when to follow God, we might have to give something
else up, to make space in our diary, to attend a prayer meeting or a Bible
study, or to invite our family and friends to church? What happens then?

I’'m afraid we might often start to think a bit like God’s people here in
Haggai. Let's put it off for a wee while...God will understand. But God asks
us to think again. What is actually more important in life — to be successful,
or to belong to God’s Kingdom? To be comfortable, or to be wise and full of
integrity? When these difficult decisions come round, we can’t be both-and
people. Nothing much ever gets accomplished in God’'s kingdom by half-
hearted disciples. We must be either-or...we must make building God’s
Kingdom our priority.

Hebrews 5:11 - 6:12

One of my greatest purchases while I've been here in Aberdeen is an
umbrella! Of course, you need it here, and it has certainly kept Rebekah
and | dry on our many walks in the rain. The purpose of an umbrella, of
course, is to stop you from getting wet...and mine does a pretty good job.

Here in Hebrews, God’s blessing is likened to rain. It pours down upon the
land, bringing refreshment and new life and enabling the good seed of
God’s kingdom to grow. The spiritual application is clear — God’s life and
grace rain down upon God’'s people, and we receive it gladly, and grow
stronger and more mature in our faith, and become the people that God
wants us to be.

But what if being out in God’s rain is just a little bit too uncomfortable? What
if we put up the equivalent of this umbrella here? Perhaps we like to be out
in the rain, to hear it pattering on the plastic, but we’d rather not get wet!

Well, Hebrews tells us exactly what will happen if we start blocking out
God’s grace in our lives. We dry up. Instead of growing to maturity in our
Christian lives, we shrivel up until all our hearts are good for are the weeds
of sin and selfishness and greed. There is a slippery slope from simply
finding God’s attention uncomfortable to avoiding it altogether.

Just like in Haggai, here in Hebrews we can hear the sadness in God's
heart. ‘By now’, says the writer, ‘you should be teaching others...but you
still haven’t learnt the basics yourselves!” God wanted to bless them and
bless the world through them, but they weren’t ready.

| wonder what might be the greatest barrier to putting our vision into
practice. | wonder what our spiritual umbrella is!



If our reading from Hebrews has anything to teach us, it's that the greatest
barrier to God putting his vision into practice through us is our failure to grow as
Christians. There is no room here for blaming the leadership, or the young
people, or the old people, or this or that or the other. The responsibility firmly
rests with each of us — have we grown in our Christian faith this past year?

You see, at the end of the day, the Kingdom of God is about people...about us
— it is about us becoming family with our heavenly Father, and about us
extending that family to new brothers and sisters all around the world. And so
the Kingdom of God is about what is going on in each of our lives. Are we
growing in grace? Are we praying every day? Are we building each other up?
Or, in the words of verse 12, are we just lazy?

The vision won'’t just happen. Someone else is not going to do it. God isn’t
going to do it while we sit back and relax. You are neither too old nor too young
to be an integral part of God’s Kingdom business here in this church.

But what we must do is take down our umbrellas. That means prayer — if you
don’t pray regularly for the church, you need to. If you've never been to a pray-
er meeting in your life, now’s the time to start. It means fellowship and
Bible study. If you don’t belong to a fellowship group, find one and join it today.
By doing this we start to go on from the milk to the solid food...and then, when
we become mature, we are more able to teach others!

So perhaps it all boils down to how seriously we take God’s Kingdom. Are we
trying to be both-and, or are we willing to be either-or...to put other things aside
so that God can have priority in our lives?

Andrew Stobart

"At that time, there was only one man in the entire
parish who professed to be a Christian,
and he was a Methodist."

From Testimonies of the 1859 Revival in N.E. Scotland,
edited by Des Byrne, page 73.



REFLECTIONS ON LEAVING THE GRANITE CITY AND
‘THE BEST SMALL COUNTRY IN THE WORLD’

When Sarah and Tom Holsinger-Friesen left Aberdeen and Crown Terrace
two years ago now, Sarah gave a sermon in which she listed the Top Ten
things about Aberdeen. Along with the weather and her coat, ‘Big Blue’,
Crown Terrace made the top ten. This is not an attempt to improve upon
Sarah’s top ten (if that could be done), but for Elizabeth and me, Crown
Terrace Methodist has been and will remain an exceptional part of our
time in Aberdeen.

Elizabeth and I have stayed in Aberdeen for four years now. And what a
time of growth and blessing it has been. The summer of 2004 was a time
of leaving our families in the US and preparing for the ‘leap’ across the
pond. Our fears and prayers at that time revolved around finding a place
to live, finding a church, Elizabeth getting a job, and making friends. God
answered all four of those prayers in very unique and special ways even
before we had been in Aberdeen for four months.

We found a flat after only being in Aberdeen two days. That flat on
Seaforth Road quickly became our home in Aberdeen, a place where we
learnt a bit about British gardening and could host YAF events and going
away dos. Our landlords even became good friends.

Our biggest desire in a church was community and a church family. God
could not have provided us with anything better. CTM has been our family
in Aberdeen. We have appreciated your warmth and love. It has been
exciting to worship in a truly global church. We will miss you all dearly.

It took a bit longer than we had hoped for Elizabeth to find a job, and
when she did it was not exactly what she had in mind. But managing a
coffee shop in the city centre allowed for more outlets for ministry than
we could have ever imagined. So many of her staff (and customers!) have
become dear friends. Café’s are busy places, but they are wonderful plac-
es to share God'’s love.



And friends...why did we even worry? Through Costa, the University, and
CTM, God answered our prayers beyond anything we could have hoped
for. The blessings of these answered prayers are what makes it difficult for
us to say goodbye.

And yet, with all of this evidence of God’s gracious provision during the last
four years, some of the same concerns return to us as we move back to
the US. Why do we forget? Why is it hard to remember the lilies of the
field that neither labour nor spin yet God provides for them? Just as the
Israelites forgot what God did for them in the Exodus, we too so often
forget the things God has done for us. He continues to provide and care
for us each and every day in each chapter of our lives. ‘Every blessing he
pours out, I'll turn back to praise. When the darkness closes in, Lord, still I
will say, 'Blessed be the name of the Lord!"™

CTM, we will miss you. Continue in Praise, Hope and Care.

In Christ, Ben, Elizabeth and Abram




IT STARTED IN ABERDEEN
(and why I haven’t got round to retiring)

We all know we are part of a global church; Christians are spread across the
world, and in every continent. What is less well known is that the majority of
Christians now belong to Africa, Asia and Latin America. It is one of the great
happenings of the twentieth century; missions in effect went into reverse.
Christianity is now mainly a non-Western faith; what is more, at present it is
becoming more so all the time. Every year there are fewer Christians in the
West and more in the rest of the world, and the difference would be still greater
were it not for the numbers of Christians from Africa, Asia and (especially in
USA) Latin America who come to live in the West.

In some respects this global spread of Christianity is a return to the situation in
earlier centuries; when, for instance, the greater part of the population of what
we now call Iraq professed the Christian faith, and Arab missionaries took the
Gospel across Central Asia; in the 630s AD the Emperor of China and the King
of Northumbria were hearing the Christian message at almost the same time.

In spite of all this, the study of Christian theology and church history has
remained obstinately concentrated on the Western experience of Christianity,
with little or no attention to the history, life and thought of the churches of
Africa and Asia, Latin America and the Pacific. Ministers in training often get
little idea of where the centre of the Church is nowadays. And leaders of the
churches of Africa and Asia, who must increasingly take responsibility for
leadership in the worldwide Church, have themselves often followed courses of
study that are based on Western models.

This was the situation that led some of us in 1982 to form in the University of
Aberdeen a research centre then without parallel in Britain, the Centre for the
Study of Christianity in the Non-Western World. The Centre collected materials
from missions, and publications from churches and Christian organizations in
Africa and Asia and Latin America; things that academic libraries were not
generally collecting, but that gave insights into the life of these churches. A
body of research students came from Africa and Asia (many of them ministers
or theological teachers), with some from Britain and Continental Europe and
North America (most of these serving or former missionaries). Some of the
African and Asian students were to become major figures later; among those
who used to attend Crown Terrace are the present and the immediate past
Presiding Bishops of the Methodist Church Ghana, and a former President of
the Sierra Leone Methodist Conference.



In the 1980s Aberdeen University suffered severe funding cuts. One outcome
was the move of the Centre to the University of Edinburgh. Rather than move
to Edinburgh I stayed there during the week, coming home to Aberdeen at
weekends; Doreen came to Edinburgh for some days midweek, arranging and
accessioning the documents, keeping an eye on the Library, sharing in the
international scholarly community that the Centre had become. In Edinburgh
the Centre flourished, and became known all over the world; its library
multiplied, and so did the overseas visitors, many of whom produced research
and writing of high quality. An especially close relationship grew up with the
Akrofi-Christaller Memorial Centre (now the Akrofi-Christaller Institute for
Theology Mission and Culture). This Ghanaian research institute, which now
has university status, had been founded by a dear friend, Kwame Bediako, an
Aberdeen doctoral graduate and perhaps the leading African theologian of his
day. For some months each year, he would teach and write in Edinburgh; and
for many years I have been going several times a year to teach at the Ghana
Institute. Sadly for us all, Professor Bediako died in June this year, leaving a
group of younger African scholars to carry on the work. It seems that my own
work in Ghana is not over yet.

In the mid-nineties I handed over Directorship of the Edinburgh Centre, while
remaining Curator of its library and archives until recently. Then a new
challenge appeared. The importance of the study of non-Western Christianity
1s now better understood than it was twenty years ago. In this connection the
emergence of Liverpool Hope University as an explicitly Christian university
within the public sector is particularly striking. Under the dynamic direction of
the Vice-Chancellor, Professor Gerald Pillay, himself from the South African
Indian community, the University has made the study of African and Asian
Christianity one of its principal areas of research. On 24 May this year (the
Wesleys’ conversion day!) in the course of an international conference on the
significance of African and Asian Christianity, the University opened its
Centre for the Study of African and Asian Christianity. Its Director is a
distinguished Indian scholar, Professor Daniel Jeyaraj. It has its own library
that draws on the experience, and some of the material, of Aberdeen and
Edinburgh, and I find myself installed in the Centre as Professor of the History
of Mission.

A year or two ago I was surprised while standing at the Immigration desk of an
American airport, to find that my fingerprints were not required, as they had
been on earlier visits. The reason was that I had passed my 78" birthday;
apparently there is an age limit for terrorism. What a privilege to have work
that has no retiring age, that has the excitement of discovery, that serves the
Church worldwide, and that is all about tracing the signs of the Kingdom of
God! In one’s ninth decade, what better occupation could one hope for?

Andrew Walls



WALKING TOGETHER.

Easter was celebrated early this year, the earliest since 1913. So, it was
not surprising that on Good Friday, which fell on the 21°* of March, the
weather was inclement. There was rain, sleet, hail and wind, but c50
people including 11 from CTM, followed a Cross through the centre of
Aberdeen. We visited seven churches and more people walked into CTM,
the penultimate church, than had been at the start at St. Andrew’s
Cathedral. We heard reflections on Jesus’ words from the Cross by four
ministers and three lay people and the Friends provided hot soup at the
end. We were welcomed everywhere, but some venues had more effective
heating systems. Our group found it difficult to keep together along
pavements crowded with hurrying shoppers, so next year we hope to
follow the Cross up the middle of Union Street. We will only be allowed to
walk in the road if we have an escort of stewards and stewards have to be
insured so OAK has offered to pay the insurance premium. Next year come
and join us if you can, but in the meantime, please come and buy your
lunch from OAK Café so that our profits will stretch to the insurance
premium along with supporting the Cog Wheel Trust, Street Pastors,
Malawi, Scottish Bible Society etc, etc.

M.D.C.

TABLE TENNIS

Crown Terrace's Table Tennis players look forward to the start of the new
season at the end of September. There will be two divisions of 12 teams. After
11 games, each division will divide into two, for a further 5 games. The "A"
team remains unchanged from last season: Willis Ma, Ken Allan, Peter Aird
and Dennis Oon. The "B" team meanwhile sees a number of changes. Nigel
and Gosia continue, but Mahdi Ghandi steps down; the duties of fatherhood
weigh more heavily, following the birth of his second daughter. Into the fold
come Gregor Ksiasek (Poland), and Heng Zhou and Sally Zhang (China). Heng
runs an acupuncture clinic in Bucksburn, so we are hoping he keeps the team
fit during the coming season! Practice sessions continue on Wednesday

evenings.
Nigel Herbert

PLEASE HAVE CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE
NEXT NEWSLETTER TO ANNE OR KATH-
ERINE BY
SUNDAY 16™ NOVEMBER 2008



Across

1
4
9
10
12
19
14
20
22

23
24

25

26

Makes supplication to God (5)
Piece of wood cut by Elisha in 2

Kings ch. 6 (5)

Scattered (6)
When | at them (Job 29.24)
(6)
More competent (5)
Type of backless sofa (7)
But the prince of the
kingdom (Dan 10.13) (7)
Each had taken plunder
(Num 31.53) (7)
Psalm 3 calls on the Lord to break
those belonging to the wicked (5)
Deadly (6)
The Israelites took such an oath in
Judges ch. 21 (6)
One of the building blocks made in
Exodus ch. 5 (5)
Noah had this many sons (5)

Down
2
3

~

11
15

16
17
18
19
24

Seldom (6)
Plant often found in a church yard
(3:4)

.Satanwillnot  you (1 Cor
7.5) (5)

Plume of smoke in Isaiah ch. 9 (6)

Attempt (5)

Inhabitant of a certain city in
Yemen (5)

Monastic hairstyle (7)

City where the disciples were first
called Christians (7)

Sacred song (5)

Irish province (6)

Unruffled (6)

Use ones brain (5)

Son of Abraham and Sarah in
Genesis ch. 21 (5)



An extract from
The Story of Early Methodism in Aberdeen

by Ernest Wilkinson, M.A.
The Queen Street Chapel — Domestic Affairs

The first meeting place of the Aberdeen Society was in Barnett’s
Close, connecting Flour Mill Brae and Guestrow. As most of the
property in Barnett’s Close was demolished before the war, it has not
been possible to trace this first home of Aberdeen Methodism. In
quick succession the Barnett’s Close room was exchanged for a house
on the north side of Queen Street and that for one in Lodge Walk.
These all proved too small for the virile Society and in 1764 the
erection of a chapel in Queen Street was commenced. Wesley
records having preached in the shell of the building in June 1764
before it was completed, and he frequently preached here on
subsequent visits. This Queen Street Chapel remained the home of
Aberdeen Methodism until 1818.

The Aberdeen Public Library possesses a splendid series of three maps
of Aberdeen in the eighteenth century, on two of which the Methodist
Meeting House (as the Queen Street Chapel is described) is shown
very clearly. It stood back from the footpath at the North Street end
of Queen Street and was midway between Queen Street and Shoe
Lane - a site more recently occupied by the North U.F. Church.
(North Church of St. Andrew?)

Apparently the building was not a pretentious one; at any rate, it was
not considered worthy of inclusion in the list of Aberdeen churches
which appeared in each year’s Aberdeen Almanack in the latter half
of the eighteenth century. Neither are the Methodist preachers
included in the lists of Aberdeen ministers which graced these pages.
Perhaps it is that the Methodists were considered too small fry to
merit mention in such an eminently respectable publication which
devoted each year considerable space to officers of the royal
household and all the crowned heads of Europe.

It has not been possible to trace any illustration of plan of the Queen
Street Chapel or to find any contemporary description beyond the
statement in Kennedy’s “Annals of Aberdeen” (1818) that it was
hexagonal in shape. In actual fact, however, it appears to have been
octagonal. The feu was owned by the Shoemaker Trade, but efforts
to obtain information from the Incorporated Trades have
unfortunately not been successful. Imagination must therefore paint
the picture with such scanty help as the accounts of the Society offer.
Picture then a chapel which, probably owing to the poverty of its



members, was still unfinished more than twenty years after Wesley had
first preached within its walls. The chapel had been in regular use since
1764, yet in 1786 the steward wrote John Wesley informing him how it
was proposed to obtain funds for “the necessary finishing of the chap-
el”. It was only in that year that the seating was completed (“June 1786
Carpenter’s bill for seats £25.0s.0d”) and not until the following year
that the plastering was done at a cost of £6.6s.0d

The chapel boasted a cellar and a gallery, but no vestry. The general
construction must have been shoddy if we may judge from the heavy
expenditure on repairs (e.g. “22 Dec. 1793. To cash paid for repairing
chapel £88.5s5.0d”) and from the fact that when the chapel was sold,
less than sixty years after the foundations had been laid, its condition
was ruinous. Yet with its walls colour-washed and ceiling white-washed,
we doubt not that it was a truly homely kirk. From the fact that the
whitewashing in 1788 occupied a man four and a half days (at a cost of
1s. 6d. per day), it seems within the bounds of possibility that a part, at
any rate, of the exterior was whitewashed too.

The conditions of the streets in the neighbourhood may be inferred
when we find 1d. per week regularly expended for sanding the staircase
(e.g. May 5™ 1797); when in 1787 we find 1s. expended in sanding and
“levelling the entry to the chapel”; in 1788, 6d. on a scraper for the
door; and in 1789, 16s. 4d. on “making and paving a drain round the
Church”.

Excepting for a small oil lamp on the stairs, the chapel was lighted
entirely by candles until about the end of the eighteenth century, when
the candles were supplanted to a very small extent by oil lamps. In
1784, six stones of candles were used at a cost of £2.14s.5d. That seems
to have been about the usual consumption, although the cost had
increased by about 4s. a stone before the end of the century.
Occasionally the candles must have been home-made for we see items
such as the following:

“16™ Sept. 1800. Turpentine for candles 1s. 1%d.”

In 1808 what must have been a perfectly dazzling transformation was
wrought when the sum of six guineas was expended on the purchase of a
single oil lamp which was presumably suspended from the ceiling (“4™
July 1809 Lamp Chain £1.3s.3d.”). In passing it may be noted that in
June 1820, after the Queen Street chapel had been vacated, the
trustees, with true Aberdeen acumen, resolved to offer this lamp to the
trustees of the Banff chapel (built that year) for £2. 10s 0d. - and a sale
was effected at that price!

(E1 = 20 shillings; 1 shilling [5p] = 12 pence[d])



OAK NEWS

Organisation of Aberdeen Kirks

Quite a number of OAK staff took part in the Walk of the Cross on Good
Friday. Although it was wet, snowing and windy there was a good attendance
with people swelling the crowd as we progressed from church to church.
Unfortunately, in Union Street the pilgrims became more and more spread out
so it was not clear whether we were following the Cross or just shopping.
Providing marshals for the pilgrimage requires an insurance premium, and

OAK is hoping to be able to sponsor the marshals for next years march.

We have had three very successful special lunches; for a project in Ghana,
for Aberdeen Action for Disability, and for Aberdeen Street Pastors. We
would like to thank all our customers and staff who make these events such a

SUCCcCsSS.

The evening service at Crown Terrace Methodist Church on April 13™ with
the Acclamations and the Scottish Bible Society was well attended and
brought back memories of the psalms and hymns many of us used to sing.
The evening services continue on the second Sunday of each month at 6.30

and a warm welcome is always assured at Crown Terrace Methodist Church.

By the time you read this you will know whether our hope to be able to keep
the café open for lunches during the summer has been successful. Meantime I
would like to thank everyone involved in the running of the café for the time
and commitment they give to ensuring its continuing success.

Malcolm Steel
(OAK Treasurer)



A LETTER FROM IAN ANDERSON READ TO THE CONGREGATION
ON SUNDAY JULY 20™

TO ALL AT CROWN TERRACE,

Firstly, can I apologise for not being here today in person. I am not
able to be around people much at the moment, and the stress of
moving is exacerbating my anxiety condition. 1 am particularly
disappointed because I know you and care for you, but still cannot be
present.

Secondly I want to thank you. I want to thank you for your kindness
and support, not only toward me but to Alice, John and Rachel. It is
very much appreciated.

Thirdly I am very sad to be leaving because of ill health retirement.
The Methodist Church has assured me that should my health improve
they would very much welcome me back into full time ministry. Can
I please ask your prayers that this will happen and I will resume
preaching and pastoral ministry.

God called me here and I am thankful for the two years of positive
ministry we had together. Now, in the words of the Covenant prayer,
I am "laid aside" - I don't know why, but I trust God to bring good
from the situation.

Lastly, good bye, at least for now. If I preach anything it is that God's
love is above everything, and if we open ourselves to Him it can truly
change us and the world. So I commend you to the blessing of God
and His love.

Take care,

Ian

FROM REX BARNES
Hello brethren,
This is just to inform you all that by God's grace | have finally reached home safe-
ly and sound. I thank you all for your prayers, support and fellowship. It is my
prayer that the Lord Jesus will give you the strength to be one in all church
activities for the church to achieve its vision. Crown Terrace has been a source of
nourishment for all of us. God bless you all.
| will not cease to remember you in my prayers. Rex.



Q

PLACE
DATE TIME EVENT (if other than CTM)
Thursday Special OAK OAK café at St
September 11" Lunch for Malawi Mark’s
Friday 12" 730 pm Gospel concert: ‘An Queen’s Cross
September U P evening of praise’ |Church, Albyn Place,
Sat.13™ September— Chléii?gt;:nczri?wt Art Gallery,
Sat.15™ November e oy Schoolhill,
inspired exhibition
Citv-wide The Mission,
Saturday 20™ : y-wide St Machar Drive/
9.30-11.30 am | interdenominational
September men’s breakfast Dunbar Street,
Old Aberdeen.
Jesus Christ
th th Superstar
Wed. 24™ — Sat. 27 7.30 pm Leading Lights youth Aberdeen Arts
September : Centre
drama and music
group
Fairtrade Tour with
Thursday Rob To be
October 2™ Halligan and Gareth confirmed
Davies-Jones
Sun. 19" — Sun. 26™ One World Week:
October ‘Growing together’
Service of worship
Saturday 25™ 6.45 pm and praise with the Queen’s Cross
October 0P Aberdeen Gospel |Church, Albyn Place,
Male Voice Choir
th : Carols and
]S)uerclz(el:arlr}lle:r Acilgrrrrlla\t)‘i/:)tr}llst}clﬁoir candlelight, annual TBA .
UNICEF concert,
Saturday 20™ : :
December 7.30 pm Carols by candlelight Music Hall,




